
 
 

Tuesday, December 19th 

6:00pm (St. Francis) – Priest’s Intention 

 

Saturday, December 23rd 
Vigil of the 4th Sunday of Advent 

6:00pm (Bird City) – Priest’s Intention 

 

Sunday, December 24th 
4th Sunday of Advent 

8:30am (Bird City) – For Religious Vocations 

10:30am (St. Francis) – Abigail Mendoza 

 

Vigil of Christmas 

5:30pm (Bird City) – For St. Joseph Parish 

Midnight (St. Francis) – For St. Francis Parish 

 

Please consider contacting us with your intentions: 

nwparishpriest@gmail.com, 785-890-7205, or giving a 

written note to one of the priests.   

Suggested offering of $10 per Mass  

Checks made out to St. Francis Stipend Fund 

 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

St. Francis of Assisi 

Sunday, December 24th, 10:30am 

Ushers:  Rob Schiltz, Denis Juenger 

Servers:  Volunteers 

Lector:  Anita Marin 

EMCH:  Jeff and Leslie Beims 

Gift Bearers:  Volunteers 

 

St. Joseph’s Church 

Sunday, December 24th, 8:30 am 

Ushers:  Brian Sabatka, Don Wright 

Servers:  Ketzner or Wright Family 

Lector:  Nick Ketzner 

EMHC:  Sherry Gilliland, Donna Wright 

Gift Bearers:  Volunteers 

 

Contact Information for Fr. Norbert and Fr. Andrew: 

Phone: (785)890-7205  

Email: nwparishpriest@gmail.com 

Secretary: stfranciscatholicsecretary@gmail.com 

 

 
December 10th 

 

St. Francis of Assisi 

Regular Collection   $844.50 

 

St. Joseph’s: 

Regular Collection   $510.00 

 
PRAY FOR THE SICK: 

 

Lily Keas, Scott Johnson and family, Jackson Reece, 

Eric Anholz, Shirley Barnhart, Karla Zweygardt, and 

Jerry High 

If you would like to add a name to this list or if you know 

someone else who needs prayers, please contact me at: 

nwparishpreist@gmail.com, or 785-890-7205. 

 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE: 

Sunday, December 24th – 5:30pm Bird City and 

Midnight Saint Francis 

 

St. Francis Altar Society: 

January 7 coffee & roll hostesses - Sara Houtman, 

Betty Sherlock, Suzanne Todd 

 

There will be a meeting after/during the January 7 

coffee & rolls.  Agenda items include update to 

member booklet, Ladies social, and Seminarian's 

upcoming birthday.  

 

St. Joseph Parish: 

Church Christmas decorations will be put up after Mass 

on Sunday, December 17th.  Coffee and rolls AFTER 

decoration. 

 

--Christmas Caroling will begin at 5:00 on Christmas 

Eve at St. Joseph’s Church before the Mass.  Please try 

to come and join in this time of praise in song, for 

singing is like praying twice!  A perfect way to prepare 

for Mass. Any children present, those from the parish 

and those visiting families, are invited to gather at the 

back of the church to join the procession which  places 

the Nativity figures  in the stable. 

  

--Following the 5:30 Mass, there will be ice cream and 

cake in the parish hall  to continue  the celebration of 

the BIRTH OF OUR LORD, JESUS CHRIST! 

  



--A huge THANK-YOU to Levi Pochop for the 

beautiful job of restoring the shower in the priests 

bathroom, making it useable in the event that a visiting 

priest or friend  might want to spend the night at St. 

Joseph’s in Bird City.   Be sure to take a look at this 

greatly improved bathroom, and to personally thank 

Levi. 

 

Ask Father:  Can I go to one Mass Christmas eve 

for both Sunday and Christmas? 

 

The simple answer is no, you have to attend two 

Masses to fulfill the two obligations, Sunday and 

Christmas.  Two separate obligations equals two 

separate Masses.  The reason is seems possible at first 

glance is because the Church has extended the time in 

which we can fulfill our Mass obligation to include the 

evening before in order to make it more convenient for 

people.  So because of that you can fulfill your 

Christmas obligation the evening before, but that 

extension was never intended to create a loop hole 

where people could get a two for one deal.  And so two 

Masses are still necessary.  For our parishes of St 

Francis and St. Joseph that means either: 1. Sunday 

morning Mass (for Sunday) AND Sunday evening 

Mass (for Christmas). Or 2. Spanish Mass Saturday 

evening (for Sunday) AND Christmas eve Mass 

Sunday evening (for Christmas). 

 

Notification of Upcoming Marriage 

 

Dominico Pham Dinh Gia (Tony), son of Dominico 

Pham Ding Ru and Anna Nguyen Thi Vinh Phuc, is 

planning to enter into marriage with Anna Pham Thi 

Nuguyet, daughter of Phaolo Pham Van Hao and 

Teresa Nguyen Thi Nu. 

 

If anyone knows any reason why these two should not 

enter into marriage, please contact Fr. Norbert or Fr. 

Andrew immediately. 

 

(These marriage notifications are no longer common in 

the US, but they are still required in other parts of the 

world.  They help to guarantee that the couple is free to 

enter into marriage.) 

One Who is Coming: Scott Hahn Reflects on the 

Third Sunday of Advent 

 

The mysterious figure of John the Baptist, introduced in 

last week’s readings, comes into sharper focus today. 

Who he is, we see in today’s Gospel, is best understood 

by who he isn’t. 

 

He is not Elijah returned from the heavens (see 2 Kings 

2:11), although like him he dresses in the prophet’s 

attire (see Mark 1:6; 2 Kings 1:8) and preaches 

repentance and judgment (see 1 Kings 18:21; 2 

Chronicles 21:12-15). 

 

Not Elijah in the flesh, John is nonetheless sent in the 

spirit and power of Elijah to fulfill his mission 

(see Luke 1:17; Malachi 3:23-24). 

 

Neither is John the prophet Moses foretold, although he 

is a kinsman and speaks God’s word (see Deuteronomy 

18:15-19; John 6:14). Nor is John the Messiah, though 

he has been anointed by the Spirit since the womb 

(see Luke 1:15, 44). 

 

John prepares the way for the Lord (see Isaiah 40:3). 

His baptism is symbolic, not sacramental. It is a sign 

given to stir our hearts to repentance. 

 

John shows us the One upon whom the Spirit remains 

(see John 1:32), the One who fulfills the promise we 

hear in today’s First Reading (see Luke 4:16-21). Jesus’ 

bath of rebirth and the Spirit opens a fountain that 

purifies Israel and gives to all a new heart and a new 

Spirit (see Zechariah 13:1-3; Ezekiel 36:24-27; Mark 

1:8; Titus 3:5). 

 

John comes to us in the Advent readings to show us the 

light, that we might believe in the One who comes at 

Christmas. As we sing in today’s Responsorial, the 

Mighty One has come to lift each of us up, to fill our 

hunger with bread from heaven (see John 6:33, 49-51). 

 

And as Paul exhorts in today’s Epistle, we should 

rejoice, give thanks, and pray without ceasing that God 

will make us perfectly holy in spirit, soul, and body—

that we may be blameless when our Lord comes. 
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