
 
 

Monday, January 1st 

12:10pm (St. Francis) – For God’s Blessings in 2018 

 

No Mass Tuesday, January 2nd 

 

Saturday, January 6th 
Vigil of the Epiphany 

6:00pm (Bird City) – Priest’s Intention 

 

Sunday, January 7th 
Feast of the Holy Epiphany 

8:30am (Bird City) – For A New Bishop 

 

10:30am (St. Francis) – Becky Robenson Family 

 

Please consider contacting us with your intentions: 

nwparishpriest@gmail.com, 785-890-7205, or giving a 

written note to one of the priests.   

Suggested offering of $10 per Mass  

Checks made out to St. Francis Stipend Fund 

 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

St. Francis of Assisi 

Sunday, December 31st, 10:30am 

Ushers:  Rob Schiltz, Denis Juenger 

Servers:  Volunteers 

Lector:  Anita Marin 

EMCH:  Jeff and Leslie Beims 

Gift Bearers:  Volunteers 

 

St. Joseph’s Church 

Sunday, December 31st, 8:30 am 

Ushers:  Brian Sabatka, Don Wright 

Servers:  Ketzner or Wright Family 

Lector:  Nick Ketzner 

EMHC:  Sherry Gilliland, Donna Wright 

Gift Bearers:  Volunteers 

 

Contact Information for Fr. Norbert and Fr. Andrew: 

Phone: (785)890-7205  

Email: nwparishpriest@gmail.com 

Secretary: stfranciscatholicsecretary@gmail.com 

 

 
December 24/25th 

 

St. Francis of Assisi 

Regular Collection   $403.00 

Christmas    $581.00 

 

St. Joseph’s: 

Regular Collection   $420.00 

Christmas    $1551.00 

 
PRAY FOR THE SICK: 

 

Lily Keas, Scott Johnson and family, Jackson Reece, 

Eric Anholz, Shirley Barnhart, Karla Zweygardt, 

ErvaGene de Aragon, and Jerry High 

If you would like to add a name to this list or if you know 

someone else who needs prayers, please contact me at: 

nwparishpreist@gmail.com, or 785-890-7205. 

 

St. Francis Altar Society: 

January 7 coffee & roll hostesses - Sara Houtman, 

Betty Sherlock, Suzanne Todd 

 

There will be a meeting after/during the January 7 

coffee & rolls.  Agenda items include update to 

member booklet, Ladies social, and seminarian's 

upcoming birthday.  

 

St. Joseph Altar Society: 

Jan. 7 Potluck hostesses:  Heidi Ketzner and Judy 

Fisher 

 

Jan. 21 Coffee and Roll hostesses:  Meredith Ernzen 

and Kathy Banister with Altar Society meeting 

following 

 

 

2018 Diocesan Men’s Conference 

Attention MEN! Mark your calendars now! The 2018 

Diocesan Men's Conference is scheduled for Saturday, 

August 11, 2018 at Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in 

Hays. 

 

 

  



JANUARY 22ND IS THE 46TH ANNIVERSARY OF 

ROE V. WADE, the Supreme Court decision which 

legalized abortion in our land in 1973. This day is to be 

observed as a day of penance for violations to the 

dignity of the human person committed through acts of 

abortion, and of prayer for the full restoration of the 

legal guarantee of the right to life. This anniversary 

challenges us to continue our prayer and efforts to 

promote a greater respect for human life and legal 

protection for the most innocent and vulnerable in our 

midst, unborn children. 

 

9 Days for Life [January 18-26, 2018] is the U.S. 

bishops’ annual period of prayer and action focused on 

cherishing the gift of every person's life. While the 

overarching intention of the centerpiece novena is the 

end to abortion, each day focuses on a different aspect 

of respecting each other's God-given dignity. Download 

or sign up to receive the novena any of four ways: free 

mobile app, text message, email, or social media @ 

www.9daysforlife.com 

 

LENT - ASH WEDNESDAY – February 14, 2018 

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are obligatory days 

of fasting and abstinence for Catholics. In addition, 

Fridays during Lent are obligatory days of abstinence. 

For members of the Latin Catholic Church, the norms 

on fasting are obligatory from age 18 until age 59. 

When fasting, a person is permitted to eat one full 

meal, as well as two smaller meals that together are not 

equal to a full meal. The norms concerning abstinence 

from meat are binding upon members of the Latin 

Catholic Church from age 14 onwards. Lent is a time of 

grace and renewal for the entire Church, especially for 

the catechumens and candidates preparing for initiation 

during the Easter Triduum. The three traditional 

ascetical practices of prayer, fasting and almsgiving are 

important pillars for a faithful experience of Lent. 

 

Notification of Upcoming Marriage 

 

Dominico Pham Dinh Gia (Tony), son of Dominico 

Pham Ding Ru and Anna Nguyen Thi Vinh Phuc, is 

planning to enter into marriage with Anna Pham Thi 

Nuguyet, daughter of Phaolo Pham Van Hao and 

Teresa Nguyen Thi Nu. 

 

If anyone knows any reason why these two should not 

enter into marriage, please contact Fr. Norbert or Fr. 

Andrew immediately. 

Our True Home: Scott Hahn Reflects on the Feast of 

the Holy Family 

 

Why did Jesus choose to become a baby born of a 

mother and father and to spend all but His last years 

living in an ordinary human family? In part, to reveal 

God’s plan to make all people live as one “holy family” 

in His Church (see 2 Corinthians 6:16-18). 

 

In the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, God 

reveals our true home. We’re to live as His children, 

“chosen ones, holy and beloved,” as the First Reading 

puts it. 

 

The family advice we hear in today’s readings—for 

mothers, fathers and children—is all solid and practical. 

Happy homes are the fruit of our faithfulness to the 

Lord, we sing in today’s Psalm. But the Liturgy is 

inviting us to see more, to see how, through our family 

obligations and relationships, our families become 

heralds of the family of God that He wants to create on 

earth. 

 

Jesus shows us this in today’s Gospel. His obedience to 

His earthly parents flows directly from His obedience 

to the will of His heavenly Father. Joseph and Mary 

aren’t identified by name, but three times are called 

“his parents” and are referred to separately as his 

“mother” and “father.” The emphasis is all on their 

“familial” ties to Jesus. But these ties are emphasized 

only so that Jesus, in the first words He speaks in 

Luke’s Gospel, can point us beyond that earthly 

relationship to the Fatherhood of God. 

 

In what Jesus calls “My Father’s house,” every family 

finds its true meaning and purpose (see Ephesians 

3:15). The Temple we read about in the Gospel today is 

God’s house, His dwelling (see Luke 19:46). But it’s 

also an image of the family of God, the Church 

(see Ephesians 2:19-22; Hebrews 3:3-6; 10:21). 

 

In our families we’re to build up this household, this 

family, this living temple of God. Until He reveals His 

new dwelling among us, and says of every person: “I 

shall be his God and he will be My son” 

(see Revelation 21:3,7). 
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