
Tuesday, December 8th Immaculate Conception
Holy Day of Obligation  

12:10pm (Bird City) – Elmer and Elizabeth Geyer
6:00pm (St. Francis) – Steve Douthit

Saturday December 12th    
Vigil of 3rd Sunday of Advent
6:30pm (Bird City) [Spanish] – A.B. Fischer

Sunday December 13th 
3rd Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday)
8:30am (Bird City) – Dean Knapp

10:30am (St. Francis) – Durga Deir 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE

St. Francis of Assisi
Sunday, December 13th, 2015, 10:30 am

Ushers: Rob Schiltz, Denis Juenger
Servers: Confirmation Class/Volunteers
Lector: Tina Juenger
EMCH: Adam Jones, Karen Jones
Gift Bearers: Houtman Family

St. Joseph Church
Sunday, December 13th, 8:30 am

Ushers: Nick Ketzner, Dennis Wright
Servers: Brady and Dylan Ketzner
Lector: Dennis Hengen
EMHC: Nick Ketzner, Mary Moore
Gift Bearers: Ketzner Family

La Sancta Misa – Bird City
Sábado, Diciembre 12th, 2015, 6:30 pm

Greeters: Arais Castillo y Manuel 
Castillo
Ushers: Blanca y Julio Yanez
Servers: Nora Castillo y Gaby Gutierrez
Lector: Jesus Catillo
Gift Bearers: Blanca y Julio Yanez

November 28th and 29th 

St. Francis of Assisi:
Regular Collection $ 636.00

St. Joseph Church:
Regular Collection $ 551.00

PRAY FOR THE SICK:

A.B. Fischer, Walter Douthit, Betty Sherlock, Ronnie
Krien

If you would like to add a name to this list or if you know
someone else who needs prayers,  please contact  me at:
nwparishpreist@gmail.com, or 785-890-7205.

Mass  times  for  December  8  th   the  Immaculate
Conception (Which is a Holy Day of Obligation):
12:10pm Bird City
6:00pm in St. Francis

Other Mass times available in the Area:
Dec 7th - 6:30pm - St Mary’s in Herndon
Dec 7th – 6:00pm (MT) Goodland
Dec 8th - 7:00am Sacred Heart Atwood
Dec 8th - 9:00am St Johns Beardsley
Dec 8th – 12:10pm (MT) Goodland
Dec 8th – 5:30pm (MT) Goodland

We  will  have  an  Advent  penance  service  on
December  22  nd   starting  with  Mass  at  6:00pm
followed  by  a  communal  penance  service  and
adoration.  Fr. Gnanasekhar will join us to help hear
confessions.  Please take advantage of this evening to
help prepare for the coming of Christ at Christmas as
well as at the end of time!

Other opportunities for penance services:
Sunday December 13th 6:00pm CT in Beardsley
Friday December 18th 5:30pm MT in Goodland
Monday December 21st 5:30pm CT in Atwood

Christmas Mass times will be as follows:
5:30pm – Christmas Vigil Mass in Bird City
Midnight – Mass at Midnight in St. Francis
10:30am – Mass during the Day in St. Francis
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And while  we are  listing  Mass  times  and marking
things  on  our  calendars,  Mass  times  for  the
Solemnity of Mary Mother of God on January 1  st

(Another Holy Day of Obligation) will be as follows:
December 31  st - 6:30pm Vigil of the Solemnity in St. Francis
January 1  st – 10:30am place to be decided

I  would  like  to  put  together  a  Midnight  Mass
Choir.  If you would be interested in singing with
others for the midnight Mass on Christmas morning
please contact  Fr.  Kyle  Berens  at  785-890-7205 or
nwparishpriest@gmail.com.   If  you  are  interested
please respond as soon as possible so we can set up
the first practice and be prepared for the great Feast
of Christmas!

There will  be rolls  and coffee on December 20  th

after the 10:30am Mass in Bird City, Rose Hengen
and Laurin Hengen are in charge.

If you have driven by the St. Francis parish you
may have noticed that all our trees are gone!  I got
cold  and  decided  to  burn  them  all…kidding…we
removed  them  because  many  of  them  were
dead/dying and in the Spring we will  replace them
with  new  vegetation  that  can  survive  the  rough
Kansas  weather.   Further,  our  repairs  for  the  hail
damage  will  commence  in  the  Spring.   We  will
replace the broken window and make other updates
to the building at that time.

If you would like to donate a Christmas poinsettia
in memory of a loved one to decorate our Church for
Christmas,  please  contact  Joan  Gienger  (785-332-
2649).   Cost  is  $20  each.   Please  make  checks
payable to Saint Francis of Assisi Altar Society.

If  you  are  looking  for  something  to  help  you
prepare  for  Christmas  look  no  further  than  the
Catholic  Lighthouse  Media  CDs  in  the  back  of
church.  We have a new batch of CDs just for Advent
and Christmas.  Also register for Formed.org using
our parish code:  de436b.   Perhaps your  family can
watch  the  short  “Opening  the  Word”  videos  with
reflections  on  the  readings  for  each  Sunday
throughout the year plus a free guide to the weekly
readings (especially for Advent).  Maybe you want to
delve  into  the  Blessed  Mother  by  watching  “The
Bible  and Virgin  Mary.”   Or  perhaps  you  want  to
delve into Divine Mercy with “Consoling the Heart
of Jesus – A do-it-yourself  retreat.”   Beyond these

programs there are free movies, free talks, and even
free e-books.  Check it out and be fed for free!

The Cheyenne County Historical Society and the
Center for Creativity are sponsoring    Stories and
Songs  of  Christmas  Past to  be  held  on  Sunday
December 13th at 5:30pm at the Old Country Church
on  W  HWY  36.   Cookies  will  be  served  in  the
museum after the show.  For more information see
the posted fliers.

We  have  purchased  new  lightweight,  durable
tables for the parish.  The 10 older, but good tables
are being sold for $40 a piece to help pay for the new
tables.  Contact Linda with inquiries and questions.
They will be listed on public sites in the near future.

Note from Fr. Kyle
To help us enter into Advent in the Year of Mercy I
give you the following quote from Dom Gueranger in
his The Liturgical Year:

“For this glorious solemnity [Christmas], as often as
it comes round, finds three classes of men.  The first,
and the smallest number, are those who live, in all its
plentitude, the life of Jesus who is within them, and
aspire incessantly after the increase of this life.  The
second  class  of  souls  is  more  numerous;  they  are
living, it is true, because Jesus is in them; but they are
sick and weakly, because they care not to grow in this
divine life; their charity has become cold (Revelation
2:4)!  The rest of men make up the third division, and
are they that have no part of this life in them, and are
dead; for Christ has said: ‘I am the life (John 14:6).’
Now during this season of Advent, our Lord knocks
at the door of all men’s hearts, at one time so forcibly
that they must needs notice Him; at another, so softly
that it requires attention to know that Jesus is asking
admission He comes to ask them if they have room
for Him, for He wishes to be born in their house.  The
house indeed is His, for He built it, and preserves it;
yet  He  complains  that  His  own refused  to  receive
Him  (John  1:11);  at  least  the  greater  number  did.
‘But as many as received Him, He gave them power
to be made the sons of God, born not of blood, nor of
the flesh, but of God (John 1:12,13).”

Are  you  ready  to  receive  Christ  into  your  sacred
temple, into your humble soul?  If not, pray, sacrifice,
and ask our Lord to  make you ready.   Prepare the
way of Lord!  Oh how He wants to  dwell  in your
soul!
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