
 
 

Tuesday, February 13th 

No Mass 

 

Wednesday, February 14th (Ash Wednesday) 

12:10pm (Bird City) – For the Parish 

6:00pm (St. Francis) – For the Parish 

 

Saturday, February 17th 
No Mass – This Mass has been cancelled for now  

 

Sunday, February 18th 
1st Sunday of Lent 

8:30am (Bird City) – Priest’s Intention 

 

10:30am (St. Francis) – Lori High 

 

Please consider contacting us with your intentions: 

nwparishpriest@gmail.com, 785-890-7205, or giving a 

written note to one of the priests.   

Suggested offering of $10 per Mass  

Checks made out to St. Francis Stipend Fund 

 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

St. Francis of Assisi 

Sunday, February 18th, 10:30am 

Ushers:  Rob Schiltz, Denis Juenger 

Servers:  Volunteers 

Lector:  Anita Marin 

EMCH:  Jeff and Leslie Beims 

Gift Bearers:  Volunteers 

 

St. Joseph’s Church 

Sunday, February 18th, 8:30 am 

Ushers:  Brian Sabatka, Don Wright 

Servers:  Ketzner or Wright Family 

Lector:  Nick Ketzner 

EMHC:  Sherry Gilliland, Donna Wright 

Gift Bearers:  Volunteers 

 

Contact Information for Fr. Norbert and Fr. Andrew: 

Phone: (785)890-7205  

Email: nwparishpriest@gmail.com 

Secretary: stfranciscatholicsecretary@gmail.com 

 

 
February 11th 

 

St. Francis of Assisi 

Regular Collection   $ 

 

St. Joseph’s: 

Regular Collection   $ 

 
PRAY FOR THE SICK: 

 

Lily Keas, Scott Johnson and family, Jackson Reece, 

Eric Anholz, Karla Zweygardt, Betty Sherlock, and Jerry 

High 

If you would like to add a name to this list or if you know 

someone else who needs prayers, please contact me at: 

nwparishpreist@gmail.com, or 785-890-7205. 

 

St. Francis Parish: 

Our parish has committed to help box and distribute 

food at the local Food Pantry (basement of Courthouse) 

on Tuesday, February 13, from 5:00 p.m. to 7:30 

p.m.  We are in need of 4 to 5 volunteers.  If you can 

help, please contact Joan Gienger (332-2649). 

 

St. Francis Altar Society: 

All ladies of the parish are invited to the Winter Ladies 

Social on Saturday, February 10 from 1 to 3 

p.m.  Please bring a salad to share and join us for fun, 

food and fellowship! 

 

St. Joseph Altar Society: 

Feb. 18 - Coffee and Rolls:  Sherry Gilliland and Dawn 

Miller with Altar Society meeting 

 

2018 Diocesan Men’s Conference 

Attention MEN! Mark your calendars now! The 2018 

Diocesan Men's Conference is scheduled for Saturday, 

August 11, 2018 at Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in 

Hays. 

 

Knights of Columbus (St. Francis) 

Lenten Fish Fry – Friday, February 16th at 5:30pm 

 

  



Young Adult Conference  

The third annual Southwest Kansas Young Adult 

Conference will be held on Sunday, March 4th 

beginning with 9:00 a.m. Mass at the Cathedral of Our 

Lady of Guadalupe in Dodge City, Kansas! It is created 

specifically for those between the ages of 18 and 39 

and will have engaging guest speakers, ample time to 

meet with other young Catholics, and even free 

babysitting for the kiddos! The cost is $30 for single 

registrations or $55 for married couples, and the 

registration deadline is Feb. 14th! (More information 

and online registration at dcyoungadult.com/skyac) 

 

LENT - ASH WEDNESDAY – February 14, 2018 

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are obligatory days 

of fasting and abstinence for Catholics. In addition, 

Fridays during Lent are obligatory days of abstinence. 

For members of the Latin Catholic Church, the norms 

on fasting are obligatory from age 18 until age 59. 

When fasting, a person is permitted to eat one full 

meal, as well as two smaller meals that together are not 

equal to a full meal. The norms concerning abstinence 

from meat are binding upon members of the Latin 

Catholic Church from age 14 onwards. Lent is a time of 

grace and renewal for the entire Church, especially for 

the catechumens and candidates preparing for initiation 

during the Easter Triduum. The three traditional 

ascetical practices of prayer, fasting and almsgiving are 

important pillars for a faithful experience of Lent. 

 

DIOCESAN RURAL LIFE COMMISSION is 

sponsoring a workshop at St. Isidore’s Parish in 

Manhattan on Agricultural Ethics, February 24th, 2018 

beginning at 10 a.m. Please inform your 

agriculture parishioners, as well as 4-H groups and FFA 

classes. 

A box lunch will be provided for all attendees and there 

is no charge for the workshop. 

Dr. Mykel Taylor, Economics Professor at KSU will be 

the presenter followed by group 

discussions and wrap-up. Also, please have them send 

their RSVP’s to Fr. Richard Daise (785- 

462-2179) or email <frrich@sacredheartcolby.com 

Made Clean: Scott Hahn Reflects on the Sixth 

Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

In the Old Testament, leprosy is depicted as 

punishment for disobedience of God’s commands (see 

Numbers 12:12–15; 2 Kings 5:27; 15:5). 

 

Considered “unclean”—unfit to worship or live with 

the Israelites, lepers are considered “stillborn,” the 

living dead (see Numbers 12:12). Indeed, the 

requirements imposed on lepers in today’s First 

Reading—rent garments, shaven head, covered beard—

are signs of death, penance, and mourning (see 

Leviticus 10:6; Ezekiel 24:17). 

 

So there’s more to the story in today’s Gospel than a 

miraculous healing. 

 

When Elisha, invoking God’s name, healed the leper, 

Naaman, it proved there was a prophet in Israel (see 2 

Kings 5:8). Today’s healing reveals Jesus as far more 

than a great prophet—He is God visiting His people 

(see Luke 7:16). 

 

Only God can cure leprosy and cleanse from sin (see 2 

Kings 5:7); and only God has the power to bring about 

what He wills (see Isaiah 55:11; Wisdom 12:18). 

 

The Gospel scene has an almost sacramental quality 

about it. 

 

Jesus stretches out His hand—as God, by His 

outstretched arm, performed mighty deeds to save the 

Israelites (see Exodus 14:6; Acts 4:30). His ritual sign 

is accompanied by a divine word (“Be made clean”). 

And, like God’s word in creation (“Let there be”), 

Jesus’ word “does” what He commands (see Psalm 

33:9). 

 

The same thing happens when we show ourselves to the 

priest in the sacrament of penance. On our knees like 

the leper, we confess our sins to the Lord, as we sing in 

today’s Psalm. And through the outstretched arm and 

divine word spoken by His priest, the Lord takes away 

the guilt of our sin. 

 

Like the leper we should rejoice in the Lord and spread 

the good news of His mercy. We should testify to our 

healing by living changed lives. As Paul says in today’s 

Epistle, we should do even the littlest things for the 

glory of God and that others may be saved. 
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