
 
 

Tuesday, March 27th 

6:00pm (St. Francis) – Evan Ward + 

 

Holy Thursday, March 29th 

7:00pm (Bird City) – For Priestly Vocations 

 

Good Friday, March 30th 

3:30pm (Bird City) 

 

Holy Saturday, March 31st 

9:00pm (Bird City) – For St. Joseph Parish 

 

Sunday, April 1st 
Easter Sunday 

8:30am (St. Francis) – For St. Francis Parish 

 

Please consider contacting us with your intentions: 

nwparishpriest@gmail.com, 785-890-7205, or giving a 

written note to one of the priests.   

Suggested offering of $10 per Mass  

Checks made out to St. Francis Stipend Fund 

 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

St. Francis of Assisi 

Sunday, April 1st, 8:30am 

Ushers:  Rob Schiltz, Denis Juenger 

Servers:  Volunteers 

Lector:  Anita Marin 

EMCH:  None 

Gift Bearers:  Volunteers 

 

St. Joseph’s Church 

Saturday, March 31st, 9:00 pm 

Ushers:  Brian Sabatka, Don Wright 

Servers:  Ketzner or Wright Family 

Lector:  Nick Ketzner 

EMHC:  None 

Gift Bearers:  Volunteers 

 

Contact Information for Fr. Norbert and Fr. Andrew: 

Phone: (785)890-7205  

Email: nwparishpriest@gmail.com 

Secretary: stfranciscatholicsecretary@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 
March 18th 

 

St. Francis of Assisi 

Regular Collection   $533.00 

 

St. Joseph’s: 

Regular Collection   $350.00 

 
PRAY FOR THE SICK: 

 

Lily Keas, Scott Johnson and family, Jackson Reece, 

Eric Anholz, Karla Zweygardt, A.B. Fisher, and Jerry 

High 

If you would like to add a name to this list or if you know 

someone else who needs prayers, please contact me at: 

nwparishpreist@gmail.com, or 785-890-7205. 

 

Holy Week Confessions: 

Tuesday, March 27th after 6pm Mass (St. Francis) 

Thursday, March 29th – 5:30-6:30pm (Bird City) 

Friday, March 30th – 2:00-3:00pm (Bird City) 

 

St. Francis Parish: 

We are now taking donations for Easter lily memorials 

($20 per lily).  Contact Joan Gienger (785-332-2649). 

 

Parish potluck March 25th.  

 

St. Joseph Altar Society: 

No potluck on April 1st. 

 

Divine Mercy Sunday, falls on Sunday, April 8th this 

year.  The Catholic Church has been celebrating this 

feast on the First Sunday after Easter, ever since  the 

Vatican made it official on April 30, 2000.  

      Concerning the Feast of Mercy, Jesus told St. 

Faustina, “Tell the whole world about My 

inconceivable mercy.  I desire that the Feast of Mercy 

be a refuge and shelter for all souls, and especially for 

poor sinners.  On that day all the Divine flood gates 

through which grace flows are opened.  Let no soul fear 

to draw near to Me, even though its sins be as 

scarlet.  My mercy is so great that no mind, be it of man 

or angel, will be able to fathom it.   I poor out a whole 

ocean of graces upon those souls who approach the font 

of My mercy.  The soul that will go to Confession and 

receive Holy Communion shall obtain complete 

forgiveness of sins and punishment (Diary 699). 

mailto:stfranciscatholicsecretary@gmail.com


        So, lets prepare our hearts to receive this 

unfathomable mercy by going to Confession as part of 

our Easter celebration. (see bulletin for scheduled times 

at both Bird City and St. Francis)  Remember we must 

be in the state of grace in order to receive Holy 

Communion worthily, and then approach the font of 

mercy (Holy Communion) on Divine Mercy Sunday 

and ASK for all the graces you can think of for 

yourselves, your family, your friends, your country, and 

the whole world. 

 

Holy Thursday Foot Washing 

You may not be aware of this, but the Foot Washing is 

an optional part of the Holy Thursday Mass. In light of 

this, I’m choosing to not perform the Foot Washing 

ceremony this Thursday and I wanted to briefly let you 

know my reasons. 

1. When Jesus originally washing the 12 Apostles feet 

it was something that included everyone present (the 

Gospels are clear that only the 12 were at the Last 

Supper). When we do it today, it necessarily excludes 

the majority of the congregation, since only 6-12 are to 

be chosen. I think this detracts from the universality of 

the original action of Our Lord. 

2. We’ve lost all cultural connection to what Jesus did 

and I don’t think it has the same significance for us. 

What Jesus did was the act of the lowest servant; 

people’s feet got very dirty back then and washing 

them was not a pleasant chore. That’s why it was so 

astonishing that Jesus would do such a thing. Washing 

someone’s feet no longer has any part in our culture, so 

I think much of the symbolism is lost. 

3. Many people don’t realize that was Jesus did was 

connected with the Apostles just being ordained priests; 

it was in a real sense a part of their ordination. There is 

a symbolic connection with washing the dirt 

accumulated on their feet with the ministry of cleansing 

the soul of sins accumulated through life, i.e. the 

sacrament of confession. 

4. Because of this connection, the Church has always 

restricted the foot washing to men, that is until a few 

years ago. Today it’s become a controversial/political 

decision for the priest whether to include women or to 

follow the historical example of Jesus, and I don’t like 

the Liturgy being used as a tool for ideology/politics. 

 

For these reasons I think the Foot Washing has lost 

much of it’s original and intended meaning, and 

therefore I think it’s better to omit it. -Fr. Andrew 

 

Darkness at Noon: Scott Hahn Reflects on Passion 

Sunday 

 

Crowned with thorns, our Lord is lifted up on the 

Cross, where He dies as “King of the Jews.” Notice 

how many times He is called “king” in today’s 

Gospel—mostly in scorn and mockery. 

 

As we hear the long accounts of His Passion, at every 

turn we must remind ourselves—He suffered this cruel 

and unusual violence for us. 

 

He is the Suffering Servant foretold by Isaiah in today’s 

First Reading. He reenacts the agony described in 

today’s Psalm, and even dies with the first words of 

that Psalm on His lips (see Psalm 22:1). 

 

Listen carefully for the echoes of this Psalm throughout 

today’s Gospel—as Jesus is beaten, His hands and feet 

are pierced; as His enemies gamble for His clothes, 

wagging their heads, mocking His faith in God’s love, 

His faith that God will deliver Him. 

 

Are we that much different from our Lord’s 

tormenters? Often, don’t we deny that He is King, 

refusing to obey His only commands that we love Him 

and one another? Don’t we render Him mock tribute, 

pay Him lip service with our half-hearted devotions? 

 

In the dark noon of Calvary, the veil in Jerusalem’s 

temple was torn. It was a sign that by His death Jesus 

destroyed forever the barrier separating us from the 

presence of God. 

 

He was God and yet humbled Himself to come among 

us, we’re reminded in today’s Epistle. And despite our 

repeated failures, our frailty, Jesus still humbles 

Himself to come to us, offering us His body and blood 

in the Eucharist. 

 

His enemies never understood: His kingship isn’t of 

this world (see John 18:36). He wants to write His law, 

His rule of life on our hearts and minds. 

 

As we enter Holy Week, let us once more resolve to 

give Him dominion in our lives. Let us take up the 

cross He gives to us—and confess with all our hearts, 

minds, and strength, that truly this is the Son of God. 
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