
 
 

Tuesday, September 26th 

6:00pm (St. Francis) – Priest’s Intention 

 

Saturday, September 30th 
Vigil of 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

6:00pm (Bird City) – Priest’s Intention 

Sunday, October 1st 
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:30am (St. Francis) – Justin Robben + 

 

10:30am (Bird City) – For Our Priests 

 

Please consider contacting us with your intentions: 

nwparishpriest@gmail.com, 785-890-7205, or giving a 

written note to one of the priests.   

Suggested offering of $10 per Mass  

Checks made out to St. Francis Stipend Fund 

 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

St. Francis of Assisi 

Sunday, October 1st, 8:30am 

Ushers:  Rob Schiltz, Denis Juenger 

Servers:  Confirmation Class/Volunteers 

Lector:  Anita Marin 

EMCH:  Jeff and Leslie Beims 

Gift Bearers:  Bob and Marian Oschner 

 

St. Joseph’s Church 

Sunday, October 1st, 10:30 am 

Ushers:  Brian Sabatka, Don Wright 

Servers:  Ketzner or Wright Family 

Lector:  Nick Ketzner 

EMHC:  Sherry Gilliland, Donna Wright 

Gift Bearers:  Theresa Knapp, Dennis Wright 

 

Contact Information for Fr. Norbert and Fr. Andrew: 

Phone: (785)890-7205  

Email: nwparishpriest@gmail.com 

Secretary: stfranciscatholicsecretary@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 
September 17th 

 

St. Francis of Assisi 

Regular Collection   $447.00 

 
St. Joseph’s: 

Regular Collection   $356.00 

 
PRAY FOR THE SICK: 

 

Lily Keas, Scott Johnson and family, Jackson Reece, 

Eric Anholz, Breyan Garcia-Ramirez, Shirley Barnhart, 

Karla Zweygardt 

If you would like to add a name to this list or if you know 

someone else who needs prayers, please contact me at: 

nwparishpreist@gmail.com, or 785-890-7205. 

 

Bird City Parish/Finance Council Meeting: 

Monday, September 25th, 7:00pm. 

 

St. Francis Altar Society: 

The St. Francis Altar Society ladies will be working the 

concessions at the Friday, September 29 home football 

game against Hoxie.  In addition, we will be providing 

a soup supper from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. 

 

Workers are needed before and during these events: 

* Sign the sheet at the back of church for working the 

concessions. 

* Those who helped with the soup supper last year are 

asked to help again this--please coordinate with Linda. 

* Those volunteering to bake cookies, please remember 

NO nuts or peanut butter.  Please bring cookies to 

church on Sunday, Sept. 24, and put in kitchen freezer. 

* Volunteers are needed to bag the cookies and relishes 

on Wednesday, September 27, at 2:00 p.m. at the 

church fellowship hall.  This will be a "sit down" 

project--please come and help if you can. 

* Soup prep will be on Thursday, September 28, at 9:00 

a.m. in the church kitchen.  Please help if you can. 

 

  



Coffee and roll hostesses for October 1 are Myra 

Douthit, Carla Schiltz, and Cindy Sherlock.  There will 

be an Altar Society meeting during this time.  Items to 

be discussed include Seminarian outreach, help with 

benefit for Harvey victims, carpet cleaning of 

church/hall, and second fundraiser. 

 

St. Joseph Altar Society: 

2018 MARCH FOR LIFE in Washington, D.C. is 

Friday, January 19, 2018. The Salina Diocese 

sponsored pilgrimage to the March will depart the 

chancery parking lot Wednesday, January 17, 2018 and 

will return Sunday, January 21, 2018. Registration with 

a non-refundable fee of $50.00 is due by September 30, 

2017. Online registration will be available @ 

salinadiocese.org/respect-life. Contact the Respect Life 

Office @ respectlife@salinadiocese.org or telephone 

(785) 628-1446 for more information. Deacon Scott 

Watford is the Salina Diocese Respect Life 

Coordinator. 

October Collection for Hurricane Irma:  My dear 

brothers and sisters, you already have responded with 

exceptional generosity for the local victims of the hail 

storm that hit WaKeeney, as well as the terrible 

devastation that followed from Hurricane Harvey in 

Texas.  At the same time, I’m sure we have all been 

moved by the catastrophic damage that resulted from 

Hurricane Irma which hit the Caribbean and the 

southeastern United States.  Hurricane Irma has been 

devastating, especially to many in parts of Florida and 

St. Thomas in the Virgin Islands.  Our brothers and 

sisters greatly need our help.  

    All dioceses in the U.S. will take up a collection for 

Hurricane Irma relief on the first weekend of 

October.  The funds collected will be used in the 

affected areas to support humanitarian aid, assistance 

with long-term efforts to restore communities after 

widespread destruction, and for the pastoral and 

reconstruction needs of the Church in these areas.  

    This collection comes on the heels of the prior two 

emergency collections.  Please know that your 

sacrificial gift will be a blessing for those who are 

greatly in need.  May God bless you abundantly. – 

Bishop Edward J. Weisenburger 

 

First and Last: Scott Hahn Reflects on the Twenty-

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

The house of Israel is the vine of God – who planted 

and watered it, preparing the Israelites to bear fruits of 

righteousness (see Isaiah 5:7; 27:2-5). 

 

Israel failed to yield good fruits and the Lord allowed 

His vineyard, Israel’s kingdom, to be overrun by 

conquerors (see Psalm 80:9-20). But God promised 

that one day He would replant His vineyard and its 

shoots would blossom to the ends of the earth 

(see Amos 9:15; Hosea 14:5-10).  

 

This is the biblical backdrop to Jesus’ parable of 

salvation history in today’s Gospel. The landowner is 

God. The vineyard is the kingdom. The workers hired 

at dawn are the Israelites, to whom He first offered His 

covenant. Those hired later in the day are the Gentiles, 

the non-Israelites, who, until the coming of Christ, were 

strangers to the covenants of promise (see Ephesians 

2:11-13). In the Lord’s great generosity, the same 

wages, the same blessings promised to the first-called, 

the Israelites, will be paid to those called last, the rest 

of the nations.  

 

This provokes grumbling in today’s parable. Doesn’t 

the complaint of those first laborers sound like that of 

the older brother in Jesus’ prodigal son parable 

(see Luke 15:29-30)? God’s ways, however, are far 

from our ways, as we hear in today’s First Reading. 

And today’s readings should caution us against the 

temptation to resent God’s lavish mercy.  

Like the Gentiles, many will be allowed to enter the 

kingdom late – after having spent most of their days 

idling in sin. 

 

But even these can call upon Him and find Him near, as 

we sing in today’s Pslam. We should rejoice that God 

has compassion on all whom He has created. This 

should console us, too, especially if we have loved ones 

who remain far from the vineyard.  

 

Our task is to continue laboring in His vineyard. As 

Paul says in today’s Epistle, let us conduct ourselves 

worthily, struggling to bring all men and women to the 

praise of His name. 
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