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St. Francis Parish 
 

January 
15, 2017 

2nd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

St. Joseph Parish 
 

Pastor 

Fr. Norbert Dlabal 
 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Kyle Berens 

Website:  
www.nwkansascatholics.com 

 
Email: 

nwparishpriest@gmail.com 
[for contacting the parish priest] 

 

Mass Schedule 
1st weekend of the month: 
Sunday - 8:30am CT 
Remaining weekends 
Sunday - 10:30am CT   
Tuesday - 6pm CT with Adoration and Con-
fession following 

Mass Schedule 
1st weekend of the month: 
Sunday - 10:30am CT 
Remaining weekends 
Sunday— 8:30pm CT 
All Saturday’s - 6:00pm CT Spanish 



 
	

Tuesday, January 17th 
No Mass – Priest Renewal Days 
 
Wednesday, January 18th 
No Mass – Priest Renewal Days 
 
Saturday, January 21st  
Vigil of the 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
6:00pm (Bird City) – Priest’s Intention 

Sunday, January 22nd  
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:30am (Bird City) – For the People of the Parish 
 
10:30am (St. Francis) – Ronnie O’ Leary 

 
Please consider contacting us with your intentions: 

nwparishpriest@gmail.com, 785-890-7205, or giving 
a written note to one of the priests.   
Suggested offering of $10 per Mass  

Checks made out to St. Francis Stipend Fund 
 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
St. Francis of Assisi 

Sunday, January 22nd, 10:30 am 
Ushers:  Dan Stang, Rob Schiltz 
Servers:  Confirmation Class/Volunteers 
Lector:  Jeff Beims 
EMCH:  Ed and Anita Marin 
Gift Bearers:  Dan Stang and Rob Schiltz  
 

St. Joseph’s Church 
Sunday, January 22nd, 8:30am 

Ushers:  Don Wright, Brian Sabatka 
Servers:  Brady and Dylan Ketzner 
Lector:  Nick Ketzner 
EMHC:  Sherry Gilliland, Dawn Miller 
Gift Bearers:  Ketzner family 

 
Contact Information for Fr. Norbert and Fr. Kyle: 

Phone: (785)890-7205  
Email: nwparishpriest@gmail.com 

Secretary: stfranciscatholicsecretary@gmail.com 
 

 
January 7th and 8th 

 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Regular Collection   $1224.10  
 
St. Joseph’s: 
Regular Collection   $ 866.60 

 
PRAY FOR THE SICK: 

 

Connor Quigley, Paul Wahrman 

If you would like to add a name to this list or if you know 
someone else who needs prayers, please contact me at: 
nwparishpreist@gmail.com, or 785-890-7205. 

 
The Knights of Columbus will be collecting baby 
items all during the month of January for the 
pregnancy crisis center of NW Kansas.  Any one 
wanting to donate can leave their items in the crib at 
the back of the Church. 
 
The Knights of Columbus with have a meeting 
next Monday the 16th of January at 8:00pm.  If 
enough would like, then cards can be played after the 
meeting! 
 
The Salina Diocesan Council of Catholic Women 
will come together on Sunday, January 29, 2017 at 
Sacred Heart Cathedral, 118 N. 9th St., Salina, KS 
for our annual meeting. We will meet from 1:00 
p.m. - 4:30 p.m. Fr. Gale Hammerschmidt will speak 
at 2:00 pm.  All women of our Diocesan parishes are 
invited and encouraged to attend. Contact person: 
Alice Fox 785-825-5766. 
 
The priests of our great diocese will be at the 
annual Renewal Days in Wichita from Monday 
January 17th to Thursday January 19th.  These are 
days in which we enjoy a little healthy fraternity, 
prayer, and some conferences.  Please keep your 
priests in your prayers so that we may all go back to 
the parishes ready to serve Christ present in all you 
wonderful people! 
 
 
 
 



St. Francis Altar Society: 
 
St. Francis Altar Society will meet during coffee & 
rolls on Sunday, February 5.  Agenda items 
include:  report on fundraiser, Food Pantry assistance, 
winter ladies' social, and election of officers.  
Election of officers has been delayed due to lack of a 
full slate. This is a one year commitment; you reserve 
the right to say 'aye' or 'nay' for a second term.  If you 
value the work done by this group, please ask our 
Blessed Mother to provide us dedicated leaders; and 
if you feel the Holy Spirit giving you a gentle nudge, 
please respond accordingly.  
 
Coffee & roll hostesses for February:  Janice 
Krien, Neva Wahrman, Dolores Jenik. 
 
Did you miss your chance to go to the 1st Class 
with Fr. Kyle digging into the Faith on the 14th?  
No worries!  Simply purchase the books (“The Faith 
Understood” by Mark Zia and “The Belief of 
Catholics” by Ronald Knox) and start reading the 1st 
2 chapters of the Zia book and the 1st chapter of the 
Knox book.  [The reading level may change as we go 
along].  Then try to make it to the next class.  I will 
post our progress in a little note in the bulletin for 
those who cannot join us every Saturday. 
 
9 Days for Life [January 21-29, 2017] is the U.S. 
bishops’ annual period of prayer and action 
focused on cherishing the gift of every person's 
life. While the overarching intention of the 
centerpiece novena is the end to abortion, each day 
focuses on a different aspect of respecting each 
other's God-given dignity. Download or sign up to 
receive the novena any of four ways: free mobile app, 
text message, email, or social media @ 
www.9daysforlife.com 
 
Plan to attend the Vocation of Agricultural 
Leader Workshop sponsored by the Diocese of 
Salina and the Catholic Rural Life.  The workshop 
will be from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm on Saturday, 
February 25, 2017 at St. Mary Queen of Angels 
Catholic Church in Russell. 
This workshop is for anyone involved or interested in 
agriculture: producers, processors, consumers and 
anyone willing to consider how our Catholic faith 
informs all aspects of agriculture.  Your $25 
registration includes lunch and a presentation of a 
newly release document titled Vocation of the 
Agricultural Leader.  Most Reverend Edward 

Weisenburger will participate.  Mr. Jim Ennis the 
Executive Director of Catholic Rural Life, is the 
keynote presenter.  
Additional information and Reservations may be 
made with Fr Rich Daise at  785-462-2179 or 
frrich@sacredheartcolby.com .    
Note from Fr. Kyle 
Question:  You talk a lot about prayer…what exactly 
is prayer? 
Answer:  A difficult question only because the 
answer is so simple and we do not like simple 
answers.  The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
(2558) gives us this quote from St. Therese of 
Lisieux, “For me, prayer is a surge of the heart; it is a 
simple look turned toward heaven, it is a cry of 
recognition and of love, embracing both trial and 
joy.”  Does prayer always have words?  No.  Does 
prayer always “feel” good?  No.  Will we always 
want to spend time with God?  Do you always want 
to spend time with the one you love?  No.  Love is a 
choice and prayer is the expression of that love, of 
that choice.  Have you ever been in a room with a 
couple that has been married for 50+ years and one of 
them is dying.  There are no words exchanged, no 
glances, nothing but simple presence, a simple loving 
presence.  I once saw an elderly woman who was 
mostly unconscious and would react to nothing yet 
she would always react to the touch of her long time 
loving husband.  That is the power of human love 
supported by grace.  In order to have this sort of 
relationship with God we have to go through some 
trials, which purify that love.  We have to endure 
moments where it seems all is lost and prayer is 
impossible so that we love God for Who He really is 
and not for what He can give us or do for us.  The 
best advice I received and that I can offer concerning 
prayer is to set a time of daily encounter with Christ 
and never give it up.  If you wanted to prove that you 
love God no matter what, set a time when He can be 
assured to find you seeking Him and never let 
anything get in the way.  How do you prove to your 
spouse, or your parents, or to good friends that you 
love them?  You spend time with them when it hurts, 
when it is sometimes the last thing you want to do, 
when you recognize that it is not about you, but about 
their needs.  Prayer is not about you, it is about God 
and allowing Him to break into the darkest parts of 
your life so that He can set you free from all your 
sins and do great things through you.  When is your 
next encounter with Christ?  Do you even know?  
May the Blessed Mother guide us all to a true 
encounter with Her Child! 



Abuse of Minors Pastoral Response Hotline – 785-825
-0865: For the safety and the healing of children the 
Diocese of Salina Provides an Abuse of Minors Pas-
toral Response Hotline. Calls to this number will be 
answered by the Diocesan Assistance Coordinator, 
who will offer to have the Victim’s Assistance Coordi-

nator meet with the caller in person, if the caller so desires. Calls are 
confidential with the following exceptions:  Any allegation of child 
abuse concerning those who currently are minors must be reported to the 
Kansas Protection Report Center (1-800-922-5330) as required by Kan-
sas State Law and Diocesan Policy:  Any allegation of child abuse 
including sexual misconduct must be shared with the proper diocesan 
authorities. Email address: reportabuse@salinadiocese.org  This bulle-
tin announcement provided by the Diocesan Office of Safety and Secu-
rity.  

2nd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
“Now I have seen and testified that he is the Son of God.” 
John the Baptist had an important message to impart. He was 
called by God to prepare the people of Israel to recognize Je-
sus’ true identity. In a sense, he helped establish credibility for 
Christ by confirming that he was in fact the Messiah. Jesus 
didn’t just have to claim it on his own; John also “testified” to 
the fact. We, of course, also benefit from the witness of John 
the Baptist recorded for us in the Gospels. And we have addi-
tional witnesses from the rest of the people throughout the 
Gospels who knew and recognized Jesus as the Son of God. 
But we also have the benefit of two thousand years of Church 
history! We have countless testimonies of saints and believers 
throughout the centuries who have known Jesus in their own 
lives and acted accordingly. 
 
This raises two questions. First, are we willing to believe these 
testimonies from those who have gone before us? Consider 
how much credence we give to the experiences and the stories 
of our forefathers and foremothers in the faith--whether they 
are blood relatives or members of the larger communion of 
saints. Sometimes these personal accounts of coming to know 
the Lord are much more powerful than any “proof” or intellec-
tual proposal about Christianity. They do require a degree of 
faith and trust, but they nonetheless provide us with real evi-
dence about the impact of being close to Christ.  
 
Secondly, let us consider whether or not we are willing to give 
testimony to who Christ is to us? It’s one thing to believe in 
Jesus; it’s another thing to share that faith with others. But like 
John the Baptist, we are called to share the truth so that others 
may come to believe.  
 
©Liturgical Publications Inc  

2º DOMINGO DEL TIEMPO ORDINARIO 
Seguimos haciendo camino con Jesús, nuestra vocación de 
cristianos nos sigue llamando cada domingo a responder 
con nuestros hechos a una forma de vida nueva y si por 
alguna razón no hacemos ministerio en las parroquias sí 
debemos de ser conscientes que el llamado a la santidad es 
para todos. El Evangelio de hoy es un testimonio de lo que 
Juan Bautista sabía sobre Jesús. “Este es el Cordero de 
Dios, el que quita el pecado del mundo” (Jn 1, 29). Él nos 
revela el cómo se debe de relacionar la persona con Cristo. 
Se va del conocimiento al testimonio. Jesús crece y Juan se 
hace pequeño dejándolo actuar en su vida. La sorpresa de 
este Evangelio va también en la figura del Padre que 
enaltece a su Hijo que nos salva por medio del Espíritu 
Santo que mora en nosotros por el bautismo. 
 
¿Cómo vivir este misterio de la presencia de Dios en 
nuestra vida? ¿Cómo ser santos en medio de la violencia en 
que vivimos? Les aseguro que Juan Bautista también tuvo 
muchas dificultades para entender lo que Dios quería de su 
vida. Pero su secreto fue el asirse a Jesús en una relación 
íntima hasta dar la vida por él y por el Reino de Dios. 
Como Juan, simplemente, debemos de abrir nuestros ojos y 
reconocer y responder a las oportunidades de hacer el 
ministerio de Jesús, es decir, la cruz de cada día. ¡Gastando 
nuestra vida por los demás! Nuestro testimonio cuenta, los 
esfuerzos valen ya sea en la familia, la universidad o el 
trabajo. Jesús sigue siendo el Cordero de Dios que nos 
acompaña en nuestras luchas y continúa revelando a 
nosotros su misterio del Reino de paz y amor. 
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9 Days for Life [January 21-29, 2017] is the U.S. 
bishops’ annual period of prayer and action focused on 
cherishing the gift of every person's life. While the 
overarching intention of the centerpiece novena is the 
end to abortion, each day focuses on a different aspect 
of respecting each other's God-given dignity. Download 
or sign up to receive the novena any of four ways: free 
mobile app, text message, email, or social media @ 
www.9daysforlife.com  

Did you miss your chance to go to the 1st Class 
with Fr. Kyle digging into the Faith on the 
14th?  No worries!  Simply purchase the books (“The 
Faith Understood” by Mark Zia and “The Belief of 
Catholics” by Ronald Knox) and start reading the 1st 
2 chapters of the Zia book and the 1st chapter of the 
Knox book.  [The reading level may change as we go 
along].  Then try to make it to the next class.  I will 
post our progress in a little note in the bulletin for 
those who cannot join us every Saturday. 

The Salina Diocesan Council of Catholic Women 
will come together on Sunday, January 29, 2017 
at Sacred Heart Cathedral, 118 N. 9th St.,
Salina, KS for our annual meeting. We will meet 
from 1:00 p.m. - 4:30p.m. Fr. Gale Hammerschmidt 
will speak at 2:00pm. All women of our Diocesan 
parishes are invited and encouraged to attend. 
Contact person: Alice Fox 785-825-5766. 
 


