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St. Francis Parish 
 

January 
22, 2017 

3rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

St. Joseph Parish 
 

Pastor 

Fr. Norbert Dlabal 
 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Kyle Berens 

Website:  
www.nwkansascatholics.com 

 
Email: 

nwparishpriest@gmail.com 
[for contacting the parish priest] 

 

Mass Schedule 
1st weekend of the month: 
Sunday - 8:30am CT 
Remaining weekends 
Sunday - 10:30am CT   
Tuesday - 6pm CT with Adoration and Con-
fession following 

Mass Schedule 
1st weekend of the month: 
Sunday - 10:30am CT 
Remaining weekends 
Sunday— 8:30pm CT 
All Saturday’s - 6:00pm CT Spanish 



 
	

Tuesday, January 24th 
6:00pm – Vergie Walz † 
Adoration/Confession to Follow 
8:00pm - KofC meeting (St. Francis) 
 
Wednesday, January 25th 
6:00am – Priest Intention 
6:00pm (St. Francis) – Thelma Sherlock † 
 
Saturday, January 28th 
Vigil of the 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
6:00pm (Bird City) – Priest’s Intention 

Sunday, January 29th 
4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:30am (Bird City) – Carla Geyer † 
 
10:30am (St. Francis) – Justin Robben † 

 
Please consider contacting us with your intentions: 

nwparishpriest@gmail.com, 785-890-7205, or giving a 
written note to one of the priests.   

Suggested offering of $10 per Mass  
Checks made out to St. Francis Stipend Fund 

 
MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Sunday, January 29th, 10:30 am – Fr. Kyle 

Ushers:  Rob Schiltz, Denis Juenger 
Servers:  Confirmation Class/Volunteers 
Lector:  Tina Juenger 
EMCH:  Adam Jones, Rob Schiltz 
Gift Bearers:  Houtman Family 
 

St. Joseph’s Church 
Sunday, January 29th, 8:30 am – Fr. Kyle 

Ushers:  Brian Sabatka, Dennis Wright 
Servers:  Brady and Dylan Ketzner 
Lector:  Nick Ketzner 
EMHC:  Nick Ketzner, Donna Wright 
Gift Bearers:  Theresa Knapp, Dennis Wright 

 
Contact Information for Fr. Norbert and Fr. Kyle: 

Phone: (785)890-7205  
Email: nwparishpriest@gmail.com 

Secretary: stfranciscatholicsecretary@gmail.com 
 

 
January 14th and 15th 

 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Regular Collection   $ 428.0  
 
St. Joseph’s: 
Regular Collection   $ 548.00 

 
PRAY FOR THE SICK: 

 

Jackson Reese, Paul Wahrman 

If you would like to add a name to this list or if you know 
someone else who needs prayers, please contact me at: 
nwparishpreist@gmail.com, or 785-890-7205. 

 
There is a Potluck Dinner in St. Francis on January 
29th. 
 
The Knights of Columbus will be collecting baby 
items all during the month of January for the 
pregnancy crisis center of NW Kansas.  Any one 
wanting to donate can leave their items in the crib at the 
back of the Church. 
 
The Knights of Columbus meeting is Monday night 
at 8 pm in the St Francis parish hall.  
 
The Knights of Columbus Valentine’s dinner will be 
on February 12 at 5:30 pm.  If you plan to attend 
please RSVP to Mike Antholz yes or no, no later than 
February 2nd. 
 
The Salina Diocesan Council of Catholic Women will 
come together on Sunday, January 29, 2017 at 
Sacred Heart Cathedral, 118 N. 9th St., Salina, KS 
for our annual meeting. We will meet from 1:00 p.m. - 
4:30 p.m. Fr. Gale Hammerschmidt will speak at 2:00 
pm.  All women of our Diocesan parishes are invited 
and encouraged to attend. Contact person: Alice Fox 
785-825-5766. 
 
"Kevin Cotter of FOCUS Coming to Colby!: Mark 
your calendars! Kevin Cotter of FOCUS (Fellowship 
of Catholic University Students) is coming to speak 
at Sacred Heart in Colby.  Kevin will speak on the 
evenings of January 25 and 26, 2017.  He will be 
answering questions such as "What does it mean to be a 
disciple of Jesus and one key characteristic (prayer)?" 



and "How do I make disciples in the home (disciple my 
children) and in the world (evangelization)?" All ages 
are welcome! The mission will be from 7-8 p.m. (CST) 
each evening, with the opportunity to ask Kevin 
questions at the end of his presentations. You won't 
want to miss this engaging speaker!" 
 
Did you miss your chance to go to the 1st Class with 
Fr. Kyle digging into the Faith on the 14th?  No 
worries!  Simply purchase the books (“The Faith 
Understood” by Mark Zia and “The Belief of Catholics” 
by Ronald Knox) and start reading the 1st 2 chapters of 
the Zia book and the 1st chapter of the Knox book.  [The 
reading level may change as we go along].  Then try to 
make it to the next class on Saturday January 28th.  I will 
post our progress in a little note in the bulletin for those 
who cannot join us every Saturday. 
 
9 Days for Life [January 21-29, 2017] is the U.S. 
bishops’ annual period of prayer and action focused 
on cherishing the gift of every person's life. While the 
overarching intention of the centerpiece novena is the 
end to abortion, each day focuses on a different aspect 
of respecting each other's God-given dignity. Download 
or sign up to receive the novena any of four ways: free 
mobile app, text message, email, or social media @ 
www.9daysforlife.com.  Prayer for Post-Abortive 
parents:  Heavenly Father, comfort your daughters and 
sons grieving the abortion of their child.  Assure them of 
your unconditional love and forgiveness.  Give them 
courage to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  
Help them to forgive themselves for their abortion.  
Guide them to caring counselors for healing and 
support.  Give all a sure hope that their child is with 
you.  Mary, our Mother, pray for your children and for 
an end to abortion.  Amen 
 
Plan to attend the Vocation of Agricultural Leader 
Workshop sponsored by the Diocese of Salina and 
the Catholic Rural Life.  The workshop will be from 
10:00 am to 2:00 pm on Saturday, February 25, 2017 at 
St. Mary Queen of Angels Catholic Church in Russell. 
This workshop is for anyone involved or interested in 
agriculture: producers, processors, consumers and 
anyone willing to consider how our Catholic faith 
informs all aspects of agriculture.  Your $25 registration 
includes lunch and a presentation of a newly release 
document titled Vocation of the Agricultural Leader.  
Most Reverend Edward Weisenburger will participate.  
Mr. Jim Ennis the Executive Director of Catholic Rural 
Life, is the keynote presenter.  

Additional information and Reservations may be made 
with Fr Rich Daise at  785-462-2179 or 
frrich@sacredheartcolby.com .    
 
Note from Fr. Kyle 
Question:  So if prayer is a relationship with God, and 
every soul is called to this relationship, are there normal 
characteristics this relationship should have? 
 
Answer:  There is a normal path of holiness!  There are 
things that every soul according to the normal operation 
of grace, must experience on this earth if they hope to 
attain intimate union with God before death and after 
death.  The ordinary way of holiness, the way of every 
soul ever created unless God wants to grant that soul 
extraordinary graces, passes through three ages.  The 
great doctors of the Church, St. Theresa of Avila, St. 
John of the Cross, and St. Therese of Lisieux, speak of 
these three ages in different ways.  Yet, the long-
standing tradition of our Faith says that unless we 
receive some extraordinary grace from God, we will all 
pass through the Purgative, Illuminative and Unitive 
stages. As one progresses through these stages it is less 
and less about human work towards holiness and more 
and more about God’s work of purifying and sanctifying 
the soul.  We work hard in the purgative stage whereas 
God does most the work in the Unitive stage (simply 
put).  The purgative stage is very aptly named for this is 
the stage in our spiritual lives where we strive as hard as 
we can to purge the sins from our lives.  This is also 
known as the age of beginners and this is where most 
people find themselves.  God’s voice is heard but it is 
very faint for He is drowned out by all the noise of the 
earthly passions and desires to which we give our 
attention.  This is the time of our lives where we must 
work hard to purify our hearts and minds so that that 
voice of God can be more clearly heard.  After the Dark 
Night of the Senses, where God purifies us of all 
unhealthy attachments to the things of this world, we 
enter into the Illuminative Stage where the Light of 
God’s grace shines deep into our souls enlightening us 
directly (simply put).  Then we pass through the Dark 
Night of the Soul where God purifies us of all our false 
loves and false images of Him so that we can be fully 
ready for the Unitive stage where our soul is intimately 
united to God in a way that words simply can not 
describe.  Again, this is all the NORMAL way of the 
spiritual life!  Something all of us ought to experience!  
You are called to holiness!  You are called to Sanctity!  
For further reading see the short but very enlightening 
book, “The Three Conversions in the Spiritual Life” by 
Fr. Garrigou-Lagrange.  Watch for more in weeks to 
come. 



3rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
“He called them, and immediately they left their boat and their 
father and followed him.” Peter, Andrew, James, and John’s lives 
would never be the same. They were going about their usual busi-
ness--fishing on the Sea of Galilee--when Jesus approached them 
and said, “Come after me.” And that’s just what they did. “At 
once they left their nets and followed him.” Such a quick response 
to such a radical request!  
 
What compelled these men to leave their livelihood to follow the 
Lord? His promise to them was that he would make them “fishers 
of men.” Perhaps they thought that promise sounded fabulous. But 
it seems more likely that it was Christ himself who drew the men. 
There must have been something utterly attractive about him, and 
completely trustworthy. Otherwise, it seems unbelievable that 
these men would have been so quick to respond to his call. 
 
This compelling man is the same Christ who calls us. We hear his 
voice in a different way, of course, through the Church and 
through the Bible, through his Spirit in our hearts, but it is none-
theless the same Jesus of Nazareth who asks us to follow him. 
Have we allowed ourselves to be drawn by his voice? Are we 
open to a real encounter with the Lord who changes lives? 
 
If our relationship with Jesus does not transform us, if it does not 
change us into different, better people moment by moment and 
day by day, then chances are that we are not truly encountering 
him. He is too powerful to be inconsequential. It might take some 
courage and commitment to come into authentic contact with the 
Lord, but when we do, our lives will never be the same.  
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3er DOMINGO DEL TIEMPO ORDINARIO 
El punto importante de este Evangelio es que el ministerio de 
Juan Bautista ha terminado. Con su arresto, la tradición de los 
profetas del Antiguo Testamento termina. Jesús entra, 
inaugurando una realidad nueva, llamando a Pedro, Andres y 
más adelante a Santiago y Juan hijos de Zebedeo. Ellos no 
dudaron en seguirlo, se convirtieron en sus discípulos para 
proclamar el Reino de Dios que Jesús anunciaba ahora. La 
humanidad ahora se mueve de la oscuridad a una gran luz. 
Nuevas enseñanzas, nuevas curaciones para todas clase de 
enfermedades. Llega una nueva vida con la presencia de Dios en 
el mundo por medio de su Hijo Jesús. ¿Qué podemos aprender 
nosotros de esta lectura del Evangelio? ¿A qué nos mueven las 
lecturas, qué sentimientos nos provocan? 
 
Para vivir el misterio de Cristo en nuestra vida hay una clave y la 
podemos ver ahora. Todo encuentro con Jesucristo provoca una 
respuesta. El Evangelio de este domingo nos muestra la forma de 
cómo respondieron sus primeros discípulos. “Rápido y 
decididos”. Enfocados en Jesús. Si, así, lo hicieron ellos pasando 
por todo durante la vida pública del Maestro. Y nosotros, ¿cómo 
lo hacemos ahora? El Evangelista Mateo acierta el cien por 
ciento al decir que la gran luz brillando en la oscuridad es Jesús. 
Creo que todos hemos vivido los momentos de tensión a través 
del país por la violencia de policías contra la comunidad y 
viceversa. Sin embargo dentro de todo el problema siempre 
existen personas que nos conducen a esa luz que es Dios. Jesús 
hizo y hace la misma invitación. “Conviértanse, porque ya está 
cerca el Reino de los cielos” (Mt 4, 17). 
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9 Days for Life [January 21-29, 2017] is the U.S. bishops’ annual 
period of prayer and action focused on cherishing the gift of every 
person's life. While the overarching intention of the centerpiece novena 
is the end to abortion, each day focuses on a different aspect of respect-
ing each other's God-given dignity. Download or sign up to receive the 
novena any of four ways: free mobile app, text message, email, or so-
cial media @ www.9daysforlife.com  

"Kevin Cotter of FOCUS Coming to 
Colby!: Mark your calendars! 
Kevin Cotter of FOCUS (Fellowship 
of Catholic University Students) is 
coming to speak at Sacred Heart 
in Colby.  Kevin will speak on the 
evenings of January 25 and 26, 
2017.  He will be answering ques-
tions such as "What does it mean 

to be a disciple of Jesus and one key characteristic 
(prayer)?" and "How do I make disciples in the home 
(disciple my children) and in the world 
(evangelization)?" All ages are welcome! The mission 
will be from 7-8 p.m. (CST) each evening, with the 
opportunity to ask Kevin questions at the end of his 
presentations. You won't want to miss this engaging 
speaker!"   

Plan to attend the Vocation of Agricultural Leader 
Workshop sponsored by the Diocese of Salina and the 
Catholic Rural Life.  The workshop will be from 10:00 
am to 2:00 pm on Saturday, February 25, 2017 at St. 
Mary Queen of Angels Catholic Church in Russell. 
This workshop is for anyone involved or interested in 
agriculture: producers, processors, consumers and any-
one willing to consider how our Catholic faith informs all 
aspects of agriculture.  Your $25 registration includes 
lunch and a presentation of a newly release document 
titled Vocation of the Agricultural Leader.  Most Reverend 
Edward Weisenburger will participate.  Mr. Jim Ennis 
the Executive Director of Catholic Rural Life, is the key-
note presenter.  
Additional information and Reservations may be made 
with Fr Rich Daise at  785-462-2179 or 
frrich@sacredheartcolby.com .    


