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St. Francis Parish 
 

February 
26, 2017 

8th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

St. Joseph Parish 
 

Pastor 

Fr. Norbert Dlabal 
 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Kyle Berens 

Website:  
www.nwkansascatholics.com 

 
Email: 

nwparishpriest@gmail.com 
[for contacting the parish priest] 

 

Mass Schedule 
1st weekend of the month: 
Sunday - 8:30am CT 
Remaining weekends 
Sunday - 10:30am CT   
Tuesday - 6pm CT with Adoration and Con-
fession following 

Mass Schedule 
1st weekend of the month: 
Sunday - 10:30am CT 
Remaining weekends 
Sunday— 8:30pm CT 
All Saturday’s - 6:00pm CT Spanish 



 
	

Tuesday, February 28th 
6:00pm – Jackson Reece 
Followed by Adoration/Confession 
 
Ash Wednesday, March 1st 
12:10pm (Bird City) – For the People of the Parish 
6:00pm (St. Francis) – Theresa Douthit 
 
Saturday, March 4th 
Vigil of the 1st Sunday of Lent 
5:00pm (Bird City) – Eldean Cahoj † 

Sunday, March 5th 
1st Sunday of Lent 
8:30am (St Francis) – Cheryl Newell 
 
10:30am (Bird City) – Grandchildren of A.B. and Judy 
Fisher 

Please consider contacting us with your intentions: 
nwparishpriest@gmail.com, 785-890-7205, or giving 

a written note to one of the priests.   
Suggested offering of $10 per Mass  

Checks made out to St. Francis Stipend Fund 
 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
St. Francis of Assisi 

Sunday, March 5th, 8:30am 
Ushers:  Dan Stang, Bob Oschner 
Servers:  Confirmation Class/Volunteers 
Lector:  Anita Marin 
EMCH:  Jeff Beims, Leslie Beims 
Gift Bearers:  Bob and Marian Oschner 
 

St. Joseph’s Church 
Sunday, March 5th, 10:30 am 

Ushers:  Don Wright, Brian Sabatka 
Servers:  Brady and Dylan Ketzner 
Lector:  Nick Ketzner 
EMHC:  Sherry Gilliland, Mary Moore 
Gift Bearers:  Theresa Knapp, Dennis Wright 
 

Contact Information for Fr. Norbert and Fr. Kyle: 
Phone: (785)890-7205  

Email: nwparishpriest@gmail.com 
Secretary: stfranciscatholicsecretary@gmail.com 

 
February 18th and 19th 

 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Regular Collection   $ 466.00  
 
St. Joseph’s: 
Regular Collection   $ 561.00 

 
PRAY FOR THE SICK: 

 

Jackson Reece, Eric Anholz 

If you would like to add a name to this list or if you know 
someone else who needs prayers, please contact me at: 
nwparishpreist@gmail.com, or 785-890-7205. 

 
Thank you to all from the St. Francis parish who 
helped box, load and/or deliver at the Food Pantry 
on February 14.  Your gracious service was most 
appreciated! 
 
Ash Wednesday, March 1st, Mass Schedule: 
12:10pm CT (Bird City) 
6:00pm CT (St. Francis) 
6:45pm MT (Goodland) 
 
Still thinking about what to do for Lent?  There are 
the groups for Consoling the Heart of Jesus.  Let Fr. 
Kyle know if you want him to purchase any books for 
you.  There are many programs on 
WWW.FORMED.ORG (parish code de436b when 
you register).  You can sign up for free daily emails 
and guides from Dynamic Catholic which is 
spearheaded by Matthew Kelly at 
http://dynamiccatholic.com/bestlentever/.  There are a 
number of books to be found in the back of the Church 
which you can use to guide your reading and 
reflections during Lent.  Let us make this the best Lent 
of our lives.  You need it, our Country needs it, our 
Church needs it, and God wants it! 
 
This Lent, our parish will be participating in 
Catholic Relief Services (CRS) Operation Rice 
Bowl. It is a faith-in-action program that can help each 
of us experience our Catholic faith in a new way, by 
living in solidarity with the world’s most poor and 
vulnerable. We hope that you and your family will 
take advantage of this opportunity to learn about the 



challenges facing many of our poorest brothers and 
sisters, and to deepen your own faith. 
Included in your Rice Bowl is a Lenten calendar where 
you will find daily activities and prayers. There are 
Stories of Hope from people whose lives are better 
because of our support. There are also ideas for 
simple, meatless meals from around the world that you 
can prepare as a family each Friday. 
The Rice Bowl itself holds the contributions families 
make during Lent. Seventy-five percent of donations 
to your Rice Bowl go to Catholic Relief Services’ 
programs serving the poorest of the poor overseas; 
twenty-five percent goes toward diocesan projects that 
minister to those who are poor and vulnerable in our 
own communities. 
As we look ahead to the coming days of Lent, may our 
fasting be a hunger for justice. May our alms be a 
making of peace. May our prayer be for the change of 
humble and grateful hearts. We ask that God put our 
faith into action, to work in love, to persevere in hope. 
 
The Knights of Columbus are sponsoring a 40 Cans 
for Lent drive.  The goal is to have every knight or 
parishioner donate one canned good or non-perishable 
food item for each day of Lent.  The collected items 
from both parishes will then be given to the needy 
and/or elderly of both parishes.  There is a place to set 
the items in the back of each Church.  Thank you for 
your participation. 
 
Digging into your Faith update [Class with Fr. Kyle 
on Saturday mornings at 9am MT in Goodland]: 
For the next class simply purchase the books (“The 
Faith Understood” by Mark Zia and “The Belief of 
Catholics” by Ronald Knox) if you have not and start 
reading chapters 1-6 of the Zia book and the chapters 
1-4 of the Knox book.  The next Class is March 4th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note from Fr. Kyle 
 
Question:  What is Lent really all about?  I mean what 
is with the fasting, abstinence and all that? 
 
Answer:  The main purpose of Lent is to imitate our 
Lord in a 40 day period of purification before the glory 
of Easter.  Lent is like our yearly Babylonian captivity.  
We need to be reminded that this is not our home and 
so we have a whole Church Season dedicated to giving 
up the paltry joys of this world so as to remind 
ourselves of the joys to come (represented by Easter).  
If you let this simple truth guide you throughout Lent, 
then as you give up meat on Fridays you will 
remember that meat, while satisfying, is really nothing 
compared to the Eucharist and the Bread of Angels we 
hope to feast upon after death.  While the TV shows 
and movies and video games are entertaining they 
have nothing on the lasting joy of beholding Truth, 
Goodness and Beauty.  While we think we love our 
crazy hectic lives filled with random pleasures and 
surface level conversations on social media, we truly 
hunger for a deep intimate conversation with the One 
Who knows us better than we know ourselves.  We are 
in Babylon my brothers and sisters, we are in a foreign 
land amongst foreign customs and we long for our 
home!  The Alleluia is suppressed to remind us that the 
heavenly word of rejoicing is closed to us here on 
Earth.  The Gloria is no longer heard for now we enter 
into a time of honest reflection on our sins.  So what is 
the purpose of Lent?  It is to excite in us poor sinners a 
great longing for Heaven, a great thirst for something 
more, something beyond the nothingness of this world 
and fill us with a grace filled drive for Heaven!  Now 
is when we can make those changes we have always 
wanted to make.  Now is when our payer life takes 
precedent over all else.  Now is the time to repent of 
enjoying our exile and renew our longing for our 
homeland in the Heavenly Jerusalem.  Are you willing 
to do what you need to do to prepare for the journey 
Home?  What is your next step towards Home?  
Hopefully it is far more than just giving up candy and 
chocolate! 
 



8th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 “Can any of you by worrying add a single moment to 
your life-span?” No, indeed we can’t. But evidence does suggest 
that worrying can subtract time from our life span! Clearly, we 
are not meant to worry. It’s not healthy and it’s not useful. But 
for many of us, it’s quite difficult not to be anxious and con-
cerned about matters that are important to us. So what is the se-
cret to letting go of this unnecessary anxiety? 
 Jesus gives us an answer in today’s Gospel. “Seek first 
the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things 
will be given you besides.” In other words, our focus should be 
on being faithful followers of God. When we put our trust in the 
providence of the One who “clothes the grass of the field,” and 
stop trying to rely on our own (meager) powers, then things will 
be taken care of: “Your heavenly Father knows that you need 
them all.” 
 Part of the secret here, of course, is coming to accept 
God’s will for us, even when it doesn’t perfectly match what we 
may have been envisioning. There is a kind of surrender involved 
that puts God’s plan first. Instead of getting worked up that 
things aren’t going our way, this kind of reliance upon God en-
ables us to relax and accept the way things are going. The great 
spiritual writer, Jean-Pierre de Caussade, put in well in his work, 
Abandonment to Divine Providence, when he said, “To escape 
the distress caused by regret for the past or fear about the future, 
this is the rule to follow: leave the past to the infinite mercy of 
God, the future to His good Providence, give the present wholly 
to His love by being faithful to His grace.” God takes care of the 
birds, the flowers, even the grass! He will also take care of us. 
 
©Liturgical Publications Inc  

8º DOMINGO DEL TIEMPO ORDINARIO 
 Dice un refrán popular. “Cada día tiene su propio 
afán”. Esto significa que solo debemos de preocuparnos de 
lo que acontece en las 24 horas que nos marca el reloj. Sin 
embargo la vida misma nos mueve a buscar cada día lo me-
jor de todo, a tener la confianza puesta en los seguros de 
vida y en el dinero. Las preocupaciones nos abruman, el 
presupuesto no nos alcanza y algunas personas hasta tienen 
dos trabajos. ¡La vida es dura! Y debemos de hacer decisio-
nes correctas, pero a veces nos preocupamos de más. ¿Qué 
nos dicen las lecturas y el Evangelio de este domingo? ¿A 
qué se nos invita para vivir con menos tensión? 
 Hay unas palabras claves en el Evangelio que debe-
mos de tener en cuenta cuando las preocupaciones nos abru-
men. Dos amos; preocupaciones; el Padre las alimenta; 
Dios viste así a la hierba del campo; fe; y a cada día le bas-
tan sus propios problemas. Son palabras que si las repeti-
mos en nuestras preocupaciones nos ayudan a ver la vida 
como el Señor Jesús nos la propone. “¿Quién de ustedes, a 
fuerza de preocuparse, puede prolongar su vida siquiera un 
momento? ¿Y por qué se preocupan del vestido? (Mt 6, 27-
28). Decir a las personas que no se preocupen es decirles 
que no sean el centro de ellas mismas. ¡Este es exactamente 
el punto principal del Evangelio! Si se escoge a los dos pa-
trones, existen las preocupaciones. Pero si escogemos a 
Dios seremos saciados de su generosidad para siempre. Con 
su bondad en nuestro corazón la vida es vista de diferente 
forma. Todo lo que necesitamos es tener confianza. 
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"Cursillo in Christianity is an encounter with self, Christ, and 
others. It is a method to develop, live and share spirituality in 
any area of human life where Christians want to dedicate their 
lives to God. If you are interested in a means of personal 
growth in living what is fundamental for being a Christian, and 
encouraging one another in proclaiming the best news of the 
best reality that God in Christ loves us, please prayerfully con-
sider attending. The next weekend events: Men's weekend 
March 16-19, 2017; Women's weekend July 27-30, 2017. Lo-
cation: Victoria, Kansas, Spitirual Life Center. For more infor-
mation contact Patricia Dusin at 785-302-1220, or patri-
ciad@ruraltel.net." 

11th Annual Women’s Spirituality Conference 
“Finding God in Everything” — March 11, 2017, 
8:30am to 3:30pm, St. Thomas More Parish Center, 
2900 Kimball Ave, Manhattan, KS, with world re-
nowned presenter and speaker Sr. Edith Prender-
gast. Using her skilled knowledge of scripture and 
the saints she will encourage us all to live lives 
as messengers who are called to serve one another 
in our churches, communities, and in the 
world.  More information 
at: info@womensspiritualconference.org 

Please take some times this week to consider 
your gift to the CCAA and mail your pledge 
to the Diocese or bring it by the parish office. 

LENT  begins on ASH WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1. It is a 
Day of Fast and Abstinence. To Fast means that a person eats 
only one full meal a day with two other meals without meat 
and together not equaling another full meal. The obligation to 
fast begins at the age of eighteen (18) years or with the 18th 
birthday and ends at the beginning of the 60th year. To absti-
nence means not eating meat. The obligation of abstinence 
begins at the age of fourteen years. 
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of Fast and 
Abstinence.  
The Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence. In addition to 
Fasting and Abstaining on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, 
and Abstaining on the Fridays of Lent, each family is asked to 
eat a sacrificial meal on another day of the week during 
Lent.  That brings us to THE RICE BOWL. What the family 
saves by eating that sacrificial meal instead of a normal 
meal,  they put into their Rice Bowl and pray for the hungry 
people of the world.  The money collected in these Rice 
Bowls is then sent directly to the people are hungry so they 
can buy something to eat, and everyone is happier.  RICE 
BOWLS are available at the entrance to the church.  Each 
family is asked to pick one up.  
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