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St. Francis Parish 
 

March 05, 
2017 

1st SUNDAY of lent 

 

St. Joseph Parish 
 

Pastor 

Fr. Norbert Dlabal 
 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Kyle Berens 

Website:  
www.nwkansascatholics.com 

 
Email: 

nwparishpriest@gmail.com 
[for contacting the parish priest] 

 

Mass Schedule 
1st weekend of the month: 
Sunday - 8:30am CT 
Remaining weekends 
Sunday - 10:30am CT   
Tuesday - 6pm CT with Adoration and Con-
fession following 

Mass Schedule 
1st weekend of the month: 
Sunday - 10:30am CT 
Remaining weekends 
Sunday— 8:30pm CT 
All Saturday’s - 6:00pm CT Spanish 



 
	

Tuesday, March 7th 
6:00pm – Theresa Douthit 
Followed by Adoration/Confession 
 
Wednesday, March 8th 
7:15 pm (Bird City ) – Priest’s Intention 
 
Saturday, March 11th 
Vigil of the 2nd Sunday of Lent 
6:00pm (Bird City) – Eldean Cahoj † 

Sunday, March 12th 
2nd Sunday of Lent 
8:30am (Bird City) – People of the Parishes 
 
10:30am (St. Francis) – Jackson Reece 
 

Please consider contacting us with your intentions: 
nwparishpriest@gmail.com, 785-890-7205, or giving 

a written note to one of the priests.   
Suggested offering of $10 per Mass  

Checks made out to St. Francis Stipend Fund 
 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
St. Francis of Assisi 

Sunday, March 12th, 10:30am Fr. Dlabal 
Ushers:  Rob Schiltz, Denis Juenger 
Servers:  Confirmation Class/Volunteers 
Lector:  Tina Juenger 
EMCH:  Rob Schiltz, Karen Jones 
Gift Bearers:  Houtman Family 
 

St. Joseph’s Church 
Sunday, March 12th, 8:30 am Fr. Dlabal 

Ushers:  Brian Miller, Dennis Wright 
Servers:  Brady and Dylan Ketzner 
Lector:  Nick Ketzner 
EMHC:  Nick Ketzner, Mary Moore 
Gift Bearers:  Ketzner Family 
 
 

Contact Information for Fr. Norbert and Fr. Kyle: 
Phone: (785)890-7205  

Email: nwparishpriest@gmail.com 
Secretary: stfranciscatholicsecretary@gmail.com 

 
February 25th and 26th 

 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Regular Collection   $ 1180.00  
 
St. Joseph’s: 
Regular Collection   $   454.00 

 
PRAY FOR THE SICK: 

 

Scott, Johnson and family, Jackson Reece, Eric 
Anholz, Breyan Garcia-Ramirez 

If you would like to add a name to this list or if you know 
someone else who needs prayers, please contact me at: 
nwparishpreist@gmail.com, or 785-890-7205. 

 
KFL fundraiser:  Join us TODAY (Sunday, March 
5) for a spaghetti luncheon to fund the pro-life 
educational efforts of Cheyenne County Kansans 
for Life.  Hosted by the St. Joseph Catholic Church 
ladies in Bird City; serving from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m.  Free will offering. 
 
Still thinking about what to do for Lent? There are 
many programs on WWW.FORMED.ORG (parish 
code de436b when you register).  You can sign up for 
free daily emails and guides from Dynamic Catholic 
which is spearheaded by Matthew Kelly at 
http://dynamiccatholic.com/bestlentever/.  There are a 
number of books to be found in the back of the Church 
which you can use to guide your reading and 
reflections during Lent.  Let us make this the best Lent 
of our lives.  You need it, our Country needs it, our 
Church needs it, and God wants it! 
 
This Lent, our parish will be participating in 
Catholic Relief Services (CRS) Operation Rice 
Bowl. It is a faith-in-action program that can help each 
of us experience our Catholic faith in a new way, by 
living in solidarity with the world’s most poor and 
vulnerable. We hope that you and your family will 
take advantage of this opportunity to learn about the 
challenges facing many of our poorest brothers and 
sisters, and to deepen your own faith. 
Included in your Rice Bowl is a Lenten calendar where 
you will find daily activities and prayers. There are 
Stories of Hope from people whose lives are better 



because of our support. There are also ideas for 
simple, meatless meals from around the world that you 
can prepare as a family each Friday. 
The Rice Bowl itself holds the contributions families 
make during Lent. Seventy-five percent of donations 
to your Rice Bowl go to Catholic Relief Services’ 
programs serving the poorest of the poor overseas; 
twenty-five percent goes toward diocesan projects that 
minister to those who are poor and vulnerable in our 
own communities. 
As we look ahead to the coming days of Lent, may our 
fasting be a hunger for justice. May our alms be a 
making of peace. May our prayer be for the change of 
humble and grateful hearts. We ask that God put our 
faith into action, to work in love, to persevere in hope. 
 
The Knights of Columbus are sponsoring a 40 Cans 
for Lent drive.  The goal is to have every knight or 
parishioner donate one canned good or non-perishable 
food item for each day of Lent.  The collected items 
from both parishes will then be given to the needy 
and/or elderly of both parishes.  There is a place to set 
the items in the back of each Church.  Thank you for 
your participation. 
 
St. Francis Parish Council Meeting – Tuesday 
March 28th at 7:30pm 
 
St. Joseph Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 
March 30th at 7:30pm. 
 
No monthly potluck at St. Joseph’s; instead, St. 
Joseph’s Church will host the Cheyenne County 
Right to Life Spaghetti Dinner to be served Sunday, 
March 5.  Serving will be from 11:30 A.M. till 1:30 
P.M. that day.  Spaghetti casserole, salad, French 
bread, and desserts will be served plus tea and coffee.  
A Free Will offering will be taken up.   Everyone is 
welcome! 
 
Salina Diocese Men’s Conference, Register Online 
Beginning April 1, 2017! 
The Diocese of Salina is sponsoring the Sixth Annual 
Diocesan Men’s Conference, “Men on a Mission” on 
Saturday, August 12 at Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Church in Hays. Please attend and bring your sons 
who are high school age and up. Two nationally 
known speakers, Dr. Ray Guarendi, host of “The Dr. Is 
In” and “Living Right With Dr. Ray”, and Fr. John 
Lager national chaplain of FOCUS and cofounder of 
Marked Men for Christ, are this year’s speakers. To 
register online or for more information go to 

www.salinadiocese.org/family-life or call 785-827-
8746, Ext. 17. 
 
Note from Fr. Kyle 
 
Question:  What do I do if I have already failed in my 
Lenten promises or have yet to make them? 
 
Answer:  Start again or start today!  Very often we fail 
in our resolutions of following God and obeying His 
commandments.  Very often we do indeed go to 
confession with the “same sins” over and over again.  
God does not care as long as you are truly sorry and 
really intend with the help of His grace to amend your 
life.  Lent is the great season of amending out lives.  
One of the best things we can do for Lent is to give up 
a certain sin or even better a certain near occasion of 
sin, and not just for Lent but for our life.  Perhaps you 
curse a lot or use the Lord’s name in vain.  Examine 
yourself and understand when and why you do this.  Is 
it because of anger?  Are you throwing out the Lord’s 
name like a curse on things that frustrate you…is this a 
good idea?  Understand yourself and then work against 
it.  Make a practical plan that next time you get angry 
instead of using your first breath to commit sin, take a 
deep breath and ask for God’s help, “Jesus help me” 
instead of Jesus destroy this thing or curse this animal 
or whatever it may be.  To help do this you can keep a 
tally of how many times you use a curse word or say 
the Lord’s name in vain each day and at the end of the 
day put a nickel or a quarter in a jar for each time.  The 
amount of money does not matter but it should be 
something.  The tally makes you aware of how much 
you sin and the money is an act of charity to fight 
against the sin.  Perhaps you fall into gossip with a 
certain group of friends…can you pray before you 
meet with them.  Ask God to put a shield about your 
lips so as to guard your words.  If you fall into gossip 
then say a Hail Mary for the person or people you 
gossiped about.  What are you willing to do in order to 
avoid sin this Lent and hopefully for the rest of your 
life?  The saints would throw themselves in cold water 
and in thorn bushes in order to avoid the sin of 
lust…are we willing to put our phones in a public 
place, put Covenant Eyes on them and fight against a 
sin that affects 80% of males and 60% of females, the 
sin of pornography?  Are you ready to be made free by 
fighting manfully against temptation and sin this Lent, 
or do you just want to give up chocolate and ice cream 
like every other Lent!  Make this one a Lent to 
remember! 
 



1st SUNDAY OF LENT 
 “He fasted for forty days and forty nights, and after-
wards he was hungry.” And no surprise! That’s an incredibly long 
time to fast. Undoubtedly Jesus’ physical and emotional strength 
would have been extremely weak after enduring such a marathon 
of abstinence. And isn’t it interesting that the “tempter” should 
choose to appear at this particular moment? When bread must 
have sounded better than ever, the devil comes and tests Jesus, 
saying, “Command that these stones become loaves of bread.” 
 How hard it must have been to resist! Surely, Jesus could 
have caved in. He could have shown the devil his power—and 
had a bite to eat while he was at it—but he didn’t. Instead, Jesus 
relied upon the word of God, and battled the devil by holding fast 
to the truth. “One does not live on bread alone, but on every word 
that comes forth from the mouth of God.” 
 What an excellent model this provides for us. We too 
face temptation of various kinds and degrees. As the first reading 
from Genesis reminds us, the “cunning” serpent has been slither-
ing around humanity from the beginning of time. Even when we 
have all that we need, the devil makes us want more, or want dif-
ferent, than what we have. Today’s Gospel calls Satan “the 
tempter” for good reason. He tempts us to break God’s law as 
Adam and Eve did when they ate from the tree “in the middle of 
the garden.” But Jesus shows us the right response by battling the 
devil with the truth of God’s word. Whatever temptations might 
beset us, there is power in clinging to the truths that we find in 
Scripture. In our moments of trial, may we have the strength to 
claim these truths as our own and, like Jesus, defeat the deceit of 
the devil. 
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1er DOMINGO DE CUARESMA 
 Cada año en el primer domingo de Cuaresma escu-
chamos la misma historia de las tentaciones de Jesús en el 
desierto. Quizá pensamos qué rápido pasó el año, ¡ya es Cua-
resma otra vez! Hoy simplemente nos concretamos en lo que 
en sí es la tentación. Pero, esta vez, es bueno reflexionar en 
los métodos que hemos estado usando para no caer en las ten-
taciones que cada día nos encontramos en la vida. El Evange-
lio nos dice que “Jesús fue conducido por el Espíritu al de-
sierto para ser tentado por el demonio. Pasó cuarenta días y 
cuarenta noches sin comer y, al final, tuvo hambre” (Mt 4, 1). 
 Las tentaciones son esencialmente un incentivo para 
poner nuestros deseos y necesidades primero, dando hincapié 
a no ver las necesidades de los demás. ¿Entonces? El signifi-
cado de resistir a la tentación es dar oportunidad a resistir al 
egoísmo, falta de humildad y sinceridad que es de lo que real-
mente están llenos los actos de nuestra vida. Como Jesús, para 
decir no a las malas influencias de la sociedad de hoy debe-
mos de rodearnos de la misericordia de Dios. Preguntémonos, 
pues, ¿a que realmente resisto yo? ¿Pongo a Dios primero en 
mi vida para darme fuerza a decir no a la tentación? Recorde-
mos que las tentaciones llegan cuando la persona se encuentra 
en un estado de vulnerabilidad. Jesús sintió hambre, fue retado 
como Hijo de Dios e invitado a adorar al mal. La clave, pues, 
para rechazar el mal es aceptar que solamente con la protec-
ción de Dios se tiene la fuerza para decir no a la tentación. 
Acudamos al sacramento de la reconciliación para recibir la 
gracia de Dios en esta Cuaresma que da comienzo. 
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Many thanks to everyone that gave to the 
Catholic Community Annual Appeal. Next 
weekend you will have an opportunity to make 
a gift during Mass if you have nit yet done so. 
Gifts to the CCAA can be made monthly from 
March through December. 

OUR LADY OF FATIMA: 100 YEAR ANNIVER-
SARY CONFERENCE! 

Save the dates for this once in a lifetime conference!  May 
12th and 13th.  To be held at Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Parish in Northglenn, Colorado. Nationally known speak-
ers have been invited.  Come to honor Our Blessed 
Mother!  For more information see http://
www.olofconference.com/  or call Linda at 970-493-3334. 
Advance registration $20 per person; $25 at the door but 
space is limited.  Register now!  

Trafficking today is a continuation of the Transatlantic Slave Trade 
with the sophistication of technology making the buying and sell-
ing of persons convenient and globally efficient. SUPPORT U.S. 
Catholic Sisters Against Human Trafficking 
(sistersagainsttrrafficking.org)  

Special Collection for National Shrine - The bishops of the United 
States have approved a special one time collection to take place in 
parishes across the nation on May 14, 2017. This collection will 
support the mosaic ornamentation of the Trinity Dome, the crowning 
jewel of the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Con-
ception. If you wish to contribute to this collection, please place 
your donation in a special envelope and mark the envelope "Trinity 
Dome" then place the donation in the collection basket on Sunday, 
May 14. Thank you for your generosity.  

“It is important to remember that no 
matter what you have done, you retain 
your  
dignity as a son or daughter of God, 

loved by the Father. What sin has disintegrated, grace can re-
unite and make whole.”  
 
“Wash Me Thoroughly”: Healing from Pornography Use and 
Addiction Daniel Spadaro / USCCB Committee on Laity, Mar-
riage, Family Life and Youth  

http://www.olofconference.com/
http://www.olofconference.com/
tel:(970)%20493-3334

