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St. Francis Parish 
 

March 19, 
2017 

3rd SUNDAY of lent 

 

St. Joseph Parish 
 

Pastor 

Fr. Norbert Dlabal 
 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Kyle Berens 

Website:  
www.nwkansascatholics.com 

 
Email: 

nwparishpriest@gmail.com 
[for contacting the parish priest] 

 

Mass Schedule 
1st weekend of the month: 
Sunday - 8:30am CT 
Remaining weekends 
Sunday - 10:30am CT   
Tuesday - 6pm CT with Adoration and Con-
fession following 

Mass Schedule 
1st weekend of the month: 
Sunday - 10:30am CT 
Remaining weekends 
Sunday— 8:30pm CT 
All Saturday’s - 6:00pm CT Spanish 



 
	

Tuesday, March 21st  
6:00pm – Justin Robben † 
Adoration/Confession to follow 
 
Wednesday, March 22nd 
6:00am – Priest’s Intention 
Bible Study to follow 
7:15pm (Bird City) – Priest’s Intention 
 
Saturday, March 18th 
Vigil of the 3rd Sunday of Lent 
6:00pm (Bird City) – Eldean Cahoj † 

Sunday, March 19th 
3rd Sunday of Lent 
8:30am (Bird City) – DeAdre Osborne 
 
10:30am (St. Francis) – Theresa Douthit 
 

Please consider contacting us with your intentions: 
nwparishpriest@gmail.com, 785-890-7205, or giving 

a written note to one of the priests.   
Suggested offering of $10 per Mass  

Checks made out to St. Francis Stipend Fund 
 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
St. Francis of Assisi 

Sunday, March 19th, 10:30 am Fr. Kyle Berens 
Ushers:  Dennis Juenger, Bob Oschner 
Servers:  Confirmation Class/Volunteers 
Lector:  Karen Jones 
EMCH:  Scott and Sara Houtman 
Gift Bearers:  Bob and Marian Oschner 
 

St. Joseph’s Church 
Sunday, March 19th, 8:30 am Fr. Kyle Berens 

Ushers:  Brian Miller, Dennis Wright 
Servers:  Brady and Dylan Ketzner 
Lector:  Nick Ketzner 
EMHC:  Dawn Miller, Donna Wright 
Gift Bearers:  Theresa Knapp, Dennis Wright 
 

Contact Information for Fr. Norbert and Fr. Kyle: 
Phone: (785)890-7205  

Email: nwparishpriest@gmail.com 
Secretary: stfranciscatholicsecretary@gmail.com 

 
March 11th and 12th 

 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Regular Collection   $ 538.00  
 
St. Joseph’s: 
Regular Collection   $ 370.00 

 
PRAY FOR THE SICK: 

 

Scott Johnson and family, Jackson Reece, Eric Anholz, 
Breyan Garcia-Ramirez 

If you would like to add a name to this list or if you know 
someone else who needs prayers, please contact me at: 
nwparishpreist@gmail.com, or 785-890-7205. 

 
There will be NO potluck after Mass on March 26.  
Please support the Food Pantry fundraiser dinner 
(11:30-1 at the St. Francis High School). 
 
The Knights of Columbus are sponsoring a 40 Cans 
for Lent drive.  The goal is to have every knight or 
parishioner donate one canned good or non-perishable 
food item for each day of Lent.  The collected items 
from both parishes will then be given to the needy 
and/or elderly of both parishes.  There is a place to set 
the items in the back of each Church.  Thank you for 
your participation. 
 
There is a Knights of Columbus meeting in St. 
Francis at 8pm on Monday March 20th. 
 
St. Francis Parish Council Meeting – Tuesday 
March 28th at 7:30pm 
 
St. Joseph Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 
March 30th at 7:30pm. 
 
The St. Francis/Bird City Penance Service will be 
on Tuesday April 4th.  There will be Mass at 6:00pm 
followed by Adoration and Confession for all.  Fr. 
Gnanasekar will join us.  
 
Do you know a young man who is a Junior in High 
School or older who would be interested in the 
seminary?  There is an Andrew Dinner in Hays 
Kansas on Sunday March 26th at 5:00pm.  The 



Bishop, Fr. Gale Hammerschmidt and other young 
men who are interested in what the seminary is all 
about will be there.  There is also the God’s Call 
Encounter weekend at Conception College Seminary 
the weekend of March 31st to April 2nd.  Please 
contact Fr. Kyle Berens if you or someone you know 
is interested.  We took 6 young men from our diocese 
in the Fall and they enjoyed the experience.  There is 
no commitment to join the seminary. 
 
The next Men’s Holy Hour will be on Thursday 
March 23rd at 6pm MT in Goodland.  Pizza and 
cards will be provided, bring your own beverages.  
Perhaps the Holy Hour and confession would be a 
great Lenten opportunity for many men in our 
parishes! 
 
Salina Diocese Men’s Conference, Register Online 
Beginning April 1, 2017! 
The Diocese of Salina is sponsoring the Sixth Annual 
Diocesan Men’s Conference, “Men on a Mission” on 
Saturday, August 12 at Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Church in Hays. Please attend and bring your sons 
who are high school age and up. Two nationally 
known speakers, Dr. Ray Guarendi, host of “The Dr. Is 
In” and “Living Right With Dr. Ray”, and Fr. John 
Lager national chaplain of FOCUS and cofounder of 
Marked Men for Christ, are this year’s speakers. To 
register online or for more information go to 
www.salinadiocese.org/family-life or call 785-827-
8746, Ext. 17. 
 
St. Francis Altar Society: 
 
St. Francis Altar Society will meet on Sunday, April 2, 
during coffee and rolls.  Topics include Easter lilies, 
concessions money-maker (April 25), funding of 
funeral dinners. 
 
St. Francis coffee and roll hostesses for April 2:  
Melva Douthit, Holly Lampe, Tina Juenger. 
 
Note from Fr. Kyle 
 
Question:  Is it true that Catholics are asked to abstain 
from meat on all Fridays of the year and is it okay to 
eat meat on certain saint’s feasts days if they fall on a 
Friday. 
 
Answer:  It is absolutely true that all Catholics above 
the age of 14 are required to abstain from meat every 
Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, every Friday of Lent 

and according to the wishes of Bishop Weisenburger, 
every Friday of the entire year.  This is not something 
that our Bishop made up, but is a long standing 
practice still called for in canon law.  Can.  1251 
Abstinence from meat, or from some other food as 
determined by the Episcopal Conference, is to be 
observed on all Fridays, unless a solemnity should fall 
on a Friday. Abstinence and fasting are to be observed 
on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.  The USCCB 
(United States Conference of Catholic Bishops) or 
what is called our Episcopal Conference has 
determined that Catholics in America are able to 
substitute some other worthy act of penance on Fridays 
outside of Lent.  However the local bishop (Bishop 
Edward Weisenburger) can determine what his own 
diocese will do.  Our local bishop has asked all of us to 
do a common act of penance on all Fridays of the year 
which is to abstain from meat.  This has an individual 
and social benefit.  Individually it allows us the 
opportunity to submit our selfish desires to the desires 
of our God given authority.  There is more merit in 
following his guidance than doing whatever we want 
to do, no matter how penitential it may seem.  Further, 
if we are all doing a common penance then it allows us 
to give a social witness to the fact that we are called to 
witness to the nothingness of this world.  We are so 
convinced, as a people, that heaven is real and that 
God will give us far greater gifts than even meat here 
on earth that we are willing to give up meat and not 
place our hope and joy in this earthly delight.  So once 
you get into the habit of giving up meat on Fridays for 
Lent, as a member of the Salina Diocese you should 
get used to giving up meat on every Friday for the rest 
of the year.  This precept is dispensed only when the 
Bishop gives us permission (it is usually posted on the 
website, in the register and in local bulletins) or on 
Solemnities.  For example if the Solemnity of the 
Annunciation fell on a Friday this year instead of a 
Saturday then we could eat meat even on a Friday in 
Lent.  Solemnities are like little Easters, if you will.  
So St. Patrick, or any other “common” saint does not 
give one permission to wave the precept of abstaining 
from meat on a Friday during Lent.  Only Solemnities 
can wave the precept.  May we all learn to submit to a 
higher authority than our own stomachs and bodily 
desires. 
 
 
 



3rd SUNDAY OF LENT 
 “But the hour is coming, and is now here, when true 
worshippers will worship the Father in Spirit and truth.” Are 
we true worshippers? Do we praise and honor God the Father 
in the way Jesus described to the Samaritan woman at the 
well? 
 It seems that this woman was caught up in logistics 
about where to worship more than how to worship. Her peo-
ple worshiped in one place, the Jews in another. She was 
puzzled by this and, even though she could see that Jesus was 
a prophet, she challenged him because she thought perhaps 
he wasn’t a true worshipper of God. The Lord’s response to 
her was to shift the focus away from a particular physical 
location for honoring God. In essence, he told her that what 
mattered was that we worship God by being filled with his 
Spirit, “the Spirit of truth, [who] will guide you to all truth,” 
as Jesus will say later in John’s Gospel (16:13). This woman, 
whose life was marked by such a sad string of broken rela-
tionships, had been missing the point. 
 Worshipping God means more than merely practic-
ing a community ritual or frequenting a sacred site. If we 
don’t come to truly know God by welcoming his Spirit into 
our hearts, then our worship will be empty and our lives will 
always be missing something. The deep fulfillment that is 
meant to come from following the Lord is a fruit of being 
filled with his Spirit. Without drinking fully of this “living 
water” that is available to all of us through the waters of bap-
tism, we will always be seeking something more, like this 
poor woman. Instead, may we be true worshippers, who 
drink with satisfaction from the Lord’s own “spring of water 
welling up to eternal life.” 
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3er DOMINGO DE CUARESMA 
 Por propia experiencia nos damos cuenta de que 
en nuestra sociedad actual es muy difícil conversar cara a 
cara a causa de la tecnología moderna. Por esa razón cabe 
que nos preguntemos lo siguiente. ¿Qué tan seguido du-
rante el día me detengo simplemente a conversar con al-
guien? ¿Cuántos mensajes envío por mi celular al día? 
¿Cuántas veces escucho atentamente a la otra persona? 
Conversaciones genuinas son difíciles de tener en estos 
tiempos, estamos perdiendo la oportunidad de encontrar-
nos el uno con el otro. Lo moderno de la tecnología nos 
está arrastrando muchas veces a solo vernos por 
“FaceTime”. 
 Esto no fue así con la samaritana del Evangelio, 
ella y Jesús si se detuvieron a conversar y a escucharse 
uno al otro en un diálogo genuino. “Si conocieras el don 
de Dios y quién es el que te pide de beber, tú le pedirías a 
él, y él te daría agua viva” (Jn 4, 10). La conversación 
continuó hasta llegar al punto de que la mujer fue a su 
pueblo llevando la buena noticia de lo que había descu-
bierto. Pero, a nosotros ¿qué nos dice todo esto? ¿Cómo 
tener una conversación con Jesús? Bueno, seguramente el 
primer paso es salir de nuestra comodidad para buscar un 
espacio para el diálogo. Los samaritanos lo hicieron y lle-
garon a la siguiente conclusión. “Ya no creemos por lo 
que tú nos has contado, pues nosotros mismos lo hemos 
oído y sabemos que él es, de veras, el salvador del mun-
do” (Jn 4, 42). Hoy es el tiempo para encontrarnos y con-
versar en familia, con amigos y de escuchar a los que más 
nos necesitan. ¡No perdamos el tiempo, la mujer samarita-
na es nuestro ejemplo a seguir! 
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Thank you all that gave to the Catholic Community 
Appeal. The public phase has come to an end, but 
the need it ongoing. Please consider making a gift 
to the CCAA and make a difference in our Diocese. 

OUR LADY OF FATIMA: 100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY 
CONFERENCE! 

Save the dates for this once in a lifetime conference!  May 
12th and 13th.  To be held at Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Parish in Northglenn, Colorado. Nationally known speakers 
have been invited.  Come to honor Our Blessed Mother!  For 
more information see http://www.olofconference.com/  or 
call Linda at 970-493-3334. Advance registration $20 per 
person; $25 at the door but space is limited.  Register now!  

Trafficking today is a continuation of the Transatlantic Slave Trade 
with the sophistication of technology making the buying and selling 
of persons convenient and globally efficient. SUPPORT U.S. Catho-
lic Sisters Against Human Trafficking 
(sistersagainsttrrafficking.org)  

Special Collection for National Shrine - The bishops of the United 
States have approved a special one time collection to take place in 
parishes across the nation on May 14, 2017. This collection will sup-
port the mosaic ornamentation of the Trinity Dome, the crowning 
jewel of the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Con-
ception. If you wish to contribute to this collection, please place your 
donation in a special envelope and mark the envelope "Trinity Dome" 
then place the donation in the collection basket on Sunday, May 14. 
Thank you for your generosity.  

“For those suffering after 
abortion: may they find 
healing and peace through 

God’s limitless mercy; We pray to the 
Lord” 


