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St. Francis Parish 
 

March 26, 
2017 

4th SUNDAY of lent 

 

St. Joseph Parish 
 

Pastor 

Fr. Norbert Dlabal 
 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Kyle Berens 

Website:  
www.nwkansascatholics.com 

 
Email: 

nwparishpriest@gmail.com 
[for contacting the parish priest] 

 

Mass Schedule 
1st weekend of the month: 
Sunday - 8:30am CT 
Remaining weekends 
Sunday - 10:30am CT   
Tuesday - 6pm CT with Adoration and Con-
fession following 

Mass Schedule 
1st weekend of the month: 
Sunday - 10:30am CT 
Remaining weekends 
Sunday— 8:30pm CT 
All Saturday’s - 6:00pm CT Spanish 



 
	

Tuesday, March 28th  
6:00pm – Thelma Sherlock 
Adoration/Confession to follow 
 
Wednesday, March 29th 
6:00am – Priest’s Intention 
Bible Study to follow 
 
Saturday, April 1st  
Vigil of the 5th Sunday of Lent 
6:00pm (Bird City) – Eldean Cahoj † 

Sunday, April 2nd  
5th Sunday of Lent 
8:30am (St. Francis) – For the People of the Parish 
 
10:30am (Bird City) – Caleb Fisher 
 

Please consider contacting us with your intentions: 
nwparishpriest@gmail.com, 785-890-7205, or giving a 

written note to one of the priests.   
Suggested offering of $10 per Mass  

Checks made out to St. Francis Stipend Fund 
 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
St. Francis of Assisi 

Sunday, April 2nd, 8:30am Fr. Dlabal 
Ushers:  Dan Stang, Bob Oschner 
Servers:  Confirmation Class/Volunteers 
Lector:  Anita Marin 
EMCH:  Jeff Beims, Leslie Beims 
Gift Bearers:  Bob and Marian Oschner 
 

St. Joseph’s Church 
Sunday, April 2nd, 10:30 am – Fr. Dlabal 

Ushers:  Don Wright, Brian Sabatka 
Servers:  Brady and Dylan Ketzner 
Lector:  Nick Ketzner 
EMHC:  Sherry Gilliland, Mary Moore 
Gift Bearers:  Theresa Knapp, Dennis Wright 
 

Contact Information for Fr. Norbert and Fr. Kyle: 
Phone: (785)890-7205  

Email: nwparishpriest@gmail.com 
Secretary: stfranciscatholicsecretary@gmail.com 

 
March 18th and 19th 

 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Regular Collection   $ 596.00  
 
St. Joseph’s: 
Regular Collection   $ 517.00 

 
PRAY FOR THE SICK: 

 

Scott Johnson and family, Jackson Reece, Eric Anholz, 
Breyan Garcia-Ramirez, Shirley Barnhart 
If you would like to add a name to this list or if you know 
someone else who needs prayers, please contact me at: 
nwparishpreist@gmail.com, or 785-890-7205. 

 
There will be NO potluck after Mass on March 26.  
Please support the Food Pantry fundraiser dinner 
(11:30-1 at the St. Francis High School). 
 
There will be a CYO meeting in St. Francis 
Wednesday March 29th at 8pm.  We need to figure 
out a different week for Prayer and Action for the one 
we wanted was full.  We will also discuss the 
Steubenvill trip and fill out some needed paperwork. 
 
St. Francis Parish Council Meeting – Tuesday 
March 28th at 7:30pm 
 
St. Joseph Parish Council Meeting – Thursday 
March 30th at 7:30pm. 
 
The St. Francis/Bird City Penance Service will be on 
Tuesday April 4th.  There will be Mass at 6:00pm 
followed by Adoration and Confession for all.  Fr. 
Gnanasekar will join us.  
 
Looking for a good way to practice almsgiving this 
Lent?  Please consider sending in intentions for the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.  The suggested offering 
for 1 Mass Intention is $10.  This money is set by the 
Bishop and is not a payment for the Sacrament or for 
grace.  The money is to compensate the priest for his 
time and efforts and so there is no required amount of 
money per intention, you can give more or less.  Every 
Mass has a ministerial intention which is the intention 
listed in the bulletin.  But on top of this the priest and 



everyone present at the Mass should have a personal 
intention which is especially thought of during the 
offertory.  The grace of God is abundant indeed! If you 
have someone living or dead that you would like to 
pray for, then please write their name on a piece of 
paper and put it in an envelope with cash or check and 
hand it to one of the priests or bring it into the office.  
There is no better way to practice almsgiving for our 
beloved dead or offer up a pleasing sacrifice to the 
Lord for the living.  
 
Do you know a young man who is a Junior in High 
School or older who would be interested in the 
seminary? There is the God’s Call Encounter weekend 
at Conception College Seminary the weekend of 
March 31st to April 2nd.  Please contact Fr. Kyle 
Berens if you or someone you know is interested.  We 
took 6 young men from our diocese in the Fall and they 
enjoyed the experience.  There is no commitment to 
join the seminary. 
 
St. Francis Altar Society: 
St. Francis Altar Society will meet on Sunday, April 2, 
during coffee and rolls.  Topics include Easter lilies, 
concessions money-maker (April 25), funding of 
funeral dinners. 
 
St. Francis coffee and roll hostesses for April 2:  Melva 
Douthit, Holly Lampe, Tina Juenger. 
 
St. Josephs Altar Society: 
A Fish Fry will be held at St. Joseph's on April 7 
starting at 5 P.M. and going until 7 P.M. (or however 
long the fish supply lasts).  A free-will offering will be 
taken.  Everyone is welcome to come!  Bring your 
appetites!!! 
 
Potluck hostesses on April 2 are Dana and Donna 
Wright. 
 
First Holy Communion brunch served by the Parish on 
April 30. 
 
Note from Fr. Kyle 
 
Question:  Why does the priest wear ROSE on just one 
Sunday in Lent (and Advent)? 
 
Answer: The color Rose (NOT PINK) is a lighter 
version of violet, a day in which we experience a little 
more of the joy of Easter breaking through the 
penitential practices of Lent. Laetare Sunday as the 4th 

Sunday of Lent is named after the first word of the 
entrance antiphon and is the first Sunday after the ½ 
way point in Lent.  As Dom Gueranger explains in his 
Liturgical Year, “The Church’s motive for introducing 
this expression of joy in to-day’s Liturgy, is to 
encourage her Children to persevere fervently to the 
end of this holy Season. The real Mid-Lent was last 
Thursday, as we have already observed; but the 
Church, fearing lest the joy might lead to some 
infringement on the spirit of penance, has deferred her 
own notice of it to this Sunday, when she not only 
permits, but even bids, her children to rejoice!”  But 
there is another important note regarding the colors of 
the priest’s vestments.  Priest wear black in order to 
represent the fact that we must die to ourselves and this 
world in order to live a life filled with true hope (thus 
the little white collar).  There are various other reasons 
but the only reason we can rejoice in the midst of a 
season of penance, the only reason we can joyfully look 
forward to the day of our death is because all of it is 
placed in the context of the greatest victory over death, 
the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.  That is why Sundays 
are not counted in the 40 days of Lent, they are too 
filled with joy at the remembrance of the ultimate 
victory!  Sundays must be special to all of us!  We 
ought to have special food, traditions and of course 
come to the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.  St. John 
Vianney’s first task at his little parish in Ars was to 
convince his people that Sunday was vitally important 
to their happiness here on earth and especially their 
ultimate happiness!  How do you consecrate Sunday to 
the Lord?  Is the whole day His or just 1 hour?  Do we 
use our time to better our spiritual lives and the lives of 
our families or is it a day that is mainly filled with 
selfish pursuits?  As St. John Paul II wrote in his 
encyclical Dies Domini, “Sunday is a day which is at 
the very heart of the Christian life. From the beginning 
of my Pontificate, I have not ceased to repeat: "Do not 
be afraid! Open, open wide the doors to Christ!".(9) In 
the same way, today I would strongly urge everyone to 
rediscover Sunday: Do not be afraid to give your time 
to Christ! Yes, let us open our time to Christ, that he 
may cast light upon it and give it direction. He is the 
One who knows the secret of time and the secret of 
eternity, and he gives us "his day" as an ever new gift 
of his love. The rediscovery of this day is a grace which 
we must implore, not only so that we may live the 
demands of faith to the full, but also so that we may 
respond concretely to the deepest human yearnings. 
Time given to Christ is never time lost, but is rather 
time gained, so that our relationships and indeed our 
whole life may become more profoundly human.” 



4th SUNDAY OF LENT 
 “Neither he nor his parents sinned; it is so that the 
works of God might be made visible through him.” The pre-
vailing theology of Jesus’ time led people to believe that any 
kind of disability was a punishment from God. So Jesus’ dis-
ciples assumed that the man born blind suffered that afflic-
tion because of someone’s sin: either his parents’ or his own. 
But Jesus sets the record straight. Not only did he reject the 
idea that the blindness was a punishment for sin; he also went 
so far as to suggest that this very trial was an opportunity for 
God’s glory to be revealed. 
 And sure enough, it was. Jesus worked a miracle of 
healing for the man who followed his directions and “came 
back able to see.” So it was that the “works of God” became 
“visible” through a man who was blind! But, ironically, not 
everyone had the eyes to see the miracle. The Gospel tells us 
that “there was a division among them” as they debated 
whether this remarkable healing was really an act of God. 
 Jesus stated that he came “so that those who do not 
see might see.” And so, who are we? Are we blinded by our 
own expectations of how God is supposed to work? Are we 
so caught up in our own vision of what we wish would hap-
pen that we fail to appreciate what is actually unfolding be-
fore our very eyes? It is so easy to perceive trials, disabilities, 
sickness, and misfortune as a curse or the result of being 
abandoned by God. But today’s Gospel suggests another re-
ality. In the midst of these very difficulties, God wants to 
reveal himself, to show his love and mercy. It may not al-
ways be in the exact way we expect, but without a doubt, 
even in these challenging realms, God is always at work. 
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4º DOMINGO DE CUARESMA 
 “Despierta, tú que duermes; levántate de entre 
los muertos y Cristo será tu luz” (Ef 5, 14). Buena lla-
mada de atención nos hace Pablo en su Carta a los Efe-
sios, para aquellos que todavía durante la Cuaresma han 
permanecido dormidos. Aún es tiempo, nos dice la lec-
tura, para descubrir la luz que se avecina. Falta muy po-
co para llegar al Calvario y en este trozo del camino la 
luz de Dios es clave para ver quiénes y qué nos empuja 
fuera de la meta. Quizás estas preguntas sean útiles para 
la reflexión de este domingo ¿Qué se ha transformado 
en mi modo de ser en esta Cuaresma? ¿He sabido ven-
cer las tentaciones de mi diario vivir? 
 El Evangelio de hoy es clave para entender aún 
más el misterio pascual. Porque como el ciego de naci-
miento en nuestro bautismo fuimos lavados y llamados 
a ser nuevos. Transformados de hijos e hijas de la oscu-
ridad en hijos e hijas de la luz. Por lo tanto, debemos de 
actuar de ese modo dando luz a los que nos rodean. Si 
nuestra fe ha aumentado aunque sea un poco en esta 
Cuaresma nuestro interior será inquebrantable, incondi-
cional y fiel. Nuestro ejemplo: Jesús que vivió haciendo 
el bien, murió en la cruz por nosotros y resucitó para 
llevarnos a la eternidad. Este es el compromiso al que se 
nos invita hoy. Ser hombres y mujeres de luz, de esas 
personas que no se cansan de hacer el bien contra viento 
y marea. ¡Limpia mis ojos, Señor, para que te vea como 
el ciego y pueda exclamar de rodillas, “Creo, Señor”! 
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OUR LADY OF FATIMA: 100 YEAR ANNIVERSARY 
CONFERENCE! 

Save the dates for this once in a lifetime conference!  May 
12th and 13th.  To be held at Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Parish in Northglenn, Colorado. Nationally known speakers 
have been invited.  Come to honor Our Blessed Mother!  For 
more information see http://www.olofconference.com/  or 
call Linda at 970-493-3334. Advance registration $20 per 
person; $25 at the door but space is limited.  Register now!  

Trafficking today is a continuation of the Transatlantic Slave 
Trade with the sophistication of technology making the buying 
and selling of persons convenient and globally efficient. SUP-
PORT U.S. Catholic Sisters Against Human Trafficking 
(sistersagainsttrrafficking.org)  

Special Collection for National Shrine - The bishops of the United 
States have approved a special one time collection to take place in 
parishes across the nation on May 14, 2017. This collection will 
support the mosaic ornamentation of the Trinity Dome, the crowning 
jewel of the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Con-
ception. If you wish to contribute to this collection, please place 
your donation in a special envelope and mark the envelope "Trinity 
Dome" then place the donation in the collection basket on Sunday, 
May 14. Thank you for your generosity.  

“When God created each of 
us, He did so with precision 
and purpose, and He looks 

on each of us with love that cannot be 
outdone in intensity or tenderness.”  

http://www.olofconference.com/
tel:(970)%20493-3334

