
625 S. River St. St. Francis, KS 67756      |        785-890-7205        |           203 N. Bird Ave Bird City, KS 67731 

St. Francis Parish 
 

April 
17, 2016 4th SUNDAY OF EASTER4th SUNDAY OF EASTER  

 

St. Joseph Parish 
 

Pastor 

Fr. Norbert Dlabal 
 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Kyle Berens 

Website:  
www.nwkansascatholics.com 

 
Email: 

nwparishpriest@gmail.com 
[for contacting the parish priest] 

 

Mass Schedule 
1st weekend of the month: 

Saturday - 7:00pm CT [Spanish Anticipatory Mass] 

Sunday - 8:30am CT 

Remaining weekends 

Sunday - 10:30am CT   

Tuesday - 6pm CT with Adoration and Confession following 

 

Mass Schedule 
1st weekend of the month: 

Sunday - 10:30am CT 

Remaining weekends 

Saturday - 7:00pm CT [Spanish Anticipatory Mass] 

Sunday - 8:30am CT    

 

My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and  
they follow me. I give them eternal life,  
and they shall never perish.       John10:27 



 
	

Tuesday, April 19th  
6:00PM – Ronnie and Elsie Rietcheck and Family 
Followed by Adoration/Confession 
7:45 Parish Council Meeting in Bird City. 
 
Wednesday, April 20th  
6:00AM – Priest’s Intention 
Followed by Men’s Bible Study 
 
Saturday April 23rd  
Vigil of 5th Sunday of Easter 
7:00pm (Bird City) [Spanish] – Priest’s Intention  

Sunday April 24th 
5th Sunday of Easter 
8:30am (Bird City) – Eldean Cahoj † 
 
10:30am (St. Francis) – Conversion of Souls 
 

Please consider contacting us with your intentions: 
nwparishpriest@gmail.com, 785-890-7205, or giving 

a written note to one of the priests.   
Suggested offering of $10 per Mass. 

 
MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Sunday, April 24th, 10:30 am 

First Communion Mass 
Ushers:  Dan Stang, Rob Schiltz 
Servers:  Confirmation Class/Volunteers 
Lector:  Jeff Beims 
EMCH:  Ed and Anita Marin 
Gift Bearers:  Dan Stang and Rob Schiltz  

 
St. Joseph Church 

Saturday, April 24th, 8:30 pm 
Ushers:  Don Wright, Brian Sabatka 
Servers:  Brady and Dylan Ketzner 
Lector:  Dennis Hengen 
EMHC:  Nick Ketzner, Mary Moore 
Gift Bearers:  Ketzner family 
 

Contact Information for Fr. Norbert and Fr. Kyle: 
Phone: (785)890-7205  

Email: nwparishpriest@gmail.com 
Secretary: stfranciscatholicsecretary@gmail.com 

 
April 9th and 10th 

 

St. Francis of Assisi: 
Regular Collection   $ 527.00 
Catholic Relief   $ 360.00 
 
St. Joseph Church 
Regular Collection   $ 540.00 

 
PRAY FOR THE SICK: 

 

Paul Wahrman, Ron O’Leary, A.B. Fisher, Walter 
Douthit, Ronnie Krien  
If you would like to add a name to this list or if you know 
someone else who needs prayers, please contact me at: 
nwparishpreist@gmail.com, or 785-890-7205. 

 
The Cheyenne county Knights of Columbus will 
have a meeting on Monday April 18th at 8:00pm in 
St. Francis. 
 
April 29th/May 1st will be a 1 priest weekend 
which means that there will be only a 5pm Mass in 
St. Francis in English on April 29th.  Further, the 
KofC would like to put on a Mother’s Day Banquet 
the weekend of May 8th and so the 8:30am Mass will 
be in St. Francis and the 10:30am in Bird City. 
 
The Knights of Columbus will be serving a 
Mother’s Day Breakfast on Sunday May 8th in St. 
Francis following the 8:30am Mass.  They will be 
serving breakfast casserole, biscuits and gravy, fruit, 
coffee and orange juice. 
 
TRAVELING ROSARY/DINNER - Several people 
have expressed a desire for the “Traveling 
Rosary/Dinner,” similar to the one we had in 
October, to be held on each Sunday during the month 
of May.   If you are interested in hosting a stop for 
one decade of the Rosary followed by one course of 
the meal (relish, salad, main or dessert) let either 
Dennis Wright or Judy Fisher know.  Even if you 
cannot host part of the Rosary but would like to join 
the group to pray and enjoy the fellowship let us 
know.  All are welcome—makes for great 
camaraderie! 
 



The regularly scheduled end-of-the-month potluck 
(St. Francis) for April will be on Sunday, April 24.  
We have several children who are to make their First 
Communion this day so bring a little extra food if 
you are able.  But mainly come help us congratulate 
them! 
 
The following Saturday, April 30, we will be on a 
"one priest/one Mass" schedule.  The St. Francis 
Altar Society members voted to host a bi-parish 
social at these times.  In keeping with this, there will 
be a Pot Luck after this Mass as well, followed by 
games and fellowship.  Come join in the faith, food 
and fun!  (NO meeting this time--we promise!!) 
 
A Special Need in our Community: Kevin and 
Jeanette Burkhalter live in Bird City and in 2013 both 
were diagnosed with cancer.  They have been doing 
treatments for 3 years and just this past month Kevin 
broke his arm while working on the family farm.  The 
family is in need of $19000 to pay for the needed 
surgery to fix the arm and to help get them back on 
their feet.  This is all added to the grief of losing their 
29 year old daughter to cancer 5 years ago.  If you 
find that you are able to help please visit or send your 
donation to The Bank, P.O. Box 40, Bird City, 
Kansas 67731 or search for their name on 
www.youcaring.com.  Thank you for your prayers 
and support. 
 
April 17th is World Day for Vocations.  Usually we 
only think of Priests and religious on this day but 
Marriage and the consecrated lay-life are vocations as 
well.  So encourage young men towards the 
priesthood and both towards religious life, but also 
promote healthy marriages.  For without healthy 
marriages we have not chance at other vocations. 
 
Note from Fr. Kyle 
Back in September I wrote a few notes outlining the 
theology and practice of Confession and I think that it 
is far overdue for some simple education on the 
theology and practice of the Sacrament of Holy 
Matrimony.  Over the next few weeks (or months) I 
hope to provide a greater understanding of what Holy 
Matrimony is, how it comes about, and then end with 
an explanation of the annulment process.  St. Anselm 
once wrote a simple yet profound phrase, “Faith 
seeking Understanding.”  We start with the Faith, 
with the Catholic Faith and it is obscure.  Perhaps we 
know that marriage is a sacrament, but we are not 
sure what a sacrament is.  Perhaps we know that 

marriage is a bond that can only be broken by death, 
but we are not sure how it really comes about.  
Perhaps we know that marriage is the foundation of 
our society and of our church and so if we get it 
wrong…well St. Thomas Aquinas wrote that a small 
error in the beginning leads to a large error in the 
end.  So, lets go back to the beginning and see where 
Marriage came from and why it is so important.  
Marriage begins before the Fall of Man in the very 
first chapters of Genesis.  Genesis 2:24, “Therefore a 
man leaves his father and his mother and cleaves to 
his wife, and they become one flesh.”  The two 
become one flesh…they are united in a bond that 
runs so deep that it sunders them from their parents 
and unites them as one flesh.  Even outside of our 
Judeo-Christian understanding marriage has been 
seen as something essential.  You can read ancient 
literature like The Odyssey, The Aeneid and so many 
others and see marriage held up as something sacred; 
solid families were the foundation of every society 
and solid families were founded upon a man and a 
woman who were committed to each other and their 
family.  Pope St. John Paul II wrote in Familiaris 
consortio, “The family has vital and organic links 
with society, since it is its foundation and nourishes it 
continually through its role of service to life: it is 
from the family that citizens come to birth and it is 
within the family that they find the first school of the 
social virtues that are the animating principle of the 
existence and development of society itself (42).”  
And a simple quote from Mother Theresa to ponder 
as we continue this elucidation next week: “I think 
the world today is upside down. Everybody seems to 
be in such a terrible rush, anxious for greater 
development and greater riches and so on. There is 
much suffering because there is so very little love in 
homes and in family life. We have no time for our 
children, we have no time for each other; there is no 
time to enjoy each other. In the home begins the 
disruption of the peace of the world.” 
 
St. Joseph Announcements: Coffee and rolls on 
April 17 with hostesses Judy Fisher and Kathy 
Banister 
 
New recipes deadline is May 31, 2016 for the 
updated cookbook. 
We will do May Crowning on May 8 before Mass. 
May 15 will be coffee and rolls and Graduate Sunday 
with honoring 8th grade graduates and high school 
seniors---Hostesses are Deb Jensen and Judy Fisher 
 



Readings for the  for the Week of April 17, 2016 
Sunday: Acts 13:14, 43-52/Ps 100:1-3, 5/Rv 7:9, 14b-17/Jn 10:27-30 

Monday: Acts 11:1-18/Ps 42:2-3; 43:3-4/Jn 10:1-10 

Tuesday: Acts 11:19-26/Ps 87:1-7/Jn 10:22-30 

Wednesday: Acts 12:24—13:5a/Ps 67:2-3, 5-6, 8/Jn 12:44-50 

Thursday: Acts 13:13-25/Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25, 27/Jn 13:16-20 

Friday: Acts 13:26-33/Ps 2:6-11/Jn 14:1-6 

Saturday: Acts 13:44-52/Ps 98:1-4/Jn 14:7-14 

Next Sunday: Acts 14:21-27/Ps 145:8-13/Rv 21:1-5a/Jn 13:31-33a, 

34-35 

Las lecturas de la semana del 17 de abril de 2016 
Domingo: Hch 13, 14. 43-52/Sal 100, 1-3. 5/Ap 7, 9. 14-17/Jn 

    10, 27-30  

Lunes: Hch 11, 1-18/Sal 42, 2-3; 43, 3-4/Jn 10, 1-10  

Martes: Hch 11, 19-26/Sal 87, 1-7/Jn 10, 22-30  

Miércoles: Hch 12, 24—13, 5/Sal 67, 2-3. 5-6. 8/Jn 12, 44-50  

Jueves: Hch 13, 13-25/Sal 89, 2-3. 21-22. 25. 27/Jn 13, 16-20  

Viernes: Hch 13, 26-33/Sal 2, 6-11/Jn 14, 1-6  

Sábado: Hch 13, 44-52/Sal 98, 1-4/Jn 14, 7-14  

Domingo siguiente: Hch 14, 21-27/ 

“Jesus said, ‘My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they 
follow me.” How blessed we are to be the “sheep” of such a Good 
Shepherd! Jesus promises that “I give them eternal life, and they 
shall never perish.” When we follow the voice of our Shepherd, he 
leads us exactly where we want to go. But, of course, it’s up to us to 
make sure that we recognize this voice.  

In today’s culture, many voices are competing for our attention. 
The voice of the media is a loud one, entering our homes and fami-
lies through television, the Internet, print materials, and so on. We 
are also more and more a culture whose ears are literally filled with 
the voices of our favorite singers and the sounds of our personal 
playlists—the sight of people marching through their day with ear-
phones blocking out other sounds is now a common sight. All of this 
has its appropriate place. We simply need to be sure that we don’t 
allow these voices to become the primary ones in our lives.  

To hear the voice of Jesus, we need to encounter his word in the 
Bible where he speaks to us loud and clear. We need to fill our ears 
with the message of the Gospel, to listen attentively to the prayers 
and preaching at Mass, and to “tune in” to the teaching of the 
Church and of the Holy Father, which is easily available to anyone 
these days through those same media outlets mentioned above.  

All of these things will help us to stay close to our Shepherd, and 
to avoid going astray into regions where we might get lost in spite of 
ourselves. Jesus promises of those who hear his voice and follow 
him that, “No one can take them out of my hand.” When we stay 
near the Lord, we can rest assured that he will fulfill his promises.  
©2015 Liturgical Publications Inc. 

Este domingo debe ayudarnos a reflexionar sobre las miles de 
voces que escuchamos a diario. Voces comerciales que nos ofre-
cen productos para comprar aunque no necesitemos nada de lo que 
ofrecen. Voces de pastores falsos que nos enredan pro-
metiéndonos salud, bienestar y riqueza. Voces de amistades que 
nos conducen por el mal camino. ¿Qué voces escuchas tú? ¿A 
cuales les haces caso? La liturgia de hoy es hermosa pues nos 
ayuda a escuchar la verdadera voz a la que debemos seguir sin 
titubear. El conocimiento que nos lleva a Jesús el Buen Pastor 
debe ser el del amor. Sus ovejas escuchan su voz y lo siguen. Los 
relatos de los Evangelios nos lo demuestran con cada milagro que 
el hacía y la respuesta que daba el que lo recibía.  
“Mis ovejas escuchan mi voz; yo las conozco y ellas me siguen. 
Yo les doy la vida eterna” (Jn 10, 27-28). Éste es el regalo del 
Resucitado para cada oveja que lo siga al oír su voz. ¡La vida 
eterna! Buen recordatorio por si ya olvido que seguimos cele-
brando la Pascua. Aún es tiempo para que se tenga la experiencia 
de un encuentro vivo con el Señor. Todo lo que hacemos para 
hacer el bien debe de partir de haber escuchado, de haber tenido 
un encuentro personal e íntimo con Jesús resucitado. Y de creer en 
él en todo tiempo y en cada circunstancia de la vida. El reto es no 
ser ovejas a medias sino completas —toda la persona— sin frag-
mentos. Se trata de escuchar, de hacer caso, de no poner en saco 
roto sus enseñanzas. ¿Por qué no le pedimos hoy su ayuda para 
dar el cambio? ©2015 Liturgical Publication Inc, 

“In the beginning…” (week 4) Chris’ heart started beating 18 days 
after conception. Chris may have a different blood type than the mother’s. Chris’ 
neural tubes are forming and will develop into the nervous system. Already, Chris 

has the foundation for thought, senses, feeling, and more. The amniotic sac, 

which will house Chris, is formed and the amniotic fluid will cushion Chris 

throughout pregnancy. Chris now has a yolk sac which supplies blood and nutri-

ents until the placenta has developed and is ready to take over. “Your own 
hands shaped me, modeled me.”  

The Catholic Home Missions Appeal will take place next 
weekend April 23-24. One way that this appeal works to 
support home mission dioceses in the United States is by 
supporting seminarian formation in poor dioceses. The bless-
ing of seminarians places a financial burden on these dio-
ceses, because educating each seminarian costs $35-40K per 
year. Your support is needed for these young men so that 
they might go back and serve their parishes. Please 

strengthen the Church at home by making a generous gift to next week’s 
appeal.  

APRIL–ALERT- NATIONAL CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH. Chil-
dren are trafficked for forced labor, domestic work, as child soldiers, for beg-
ging but most children are trafficked for sexual exploitation There is a demand 
for younger and younger victims worldwide. This demand comes from custom-
ers in the growing global sex industry. Pray for children of the world. Access 
the web site sistersagainsttrafficking.org…U.S. Catholic Sisters Against Hu-
man Trafficking.  

ABRIL – Atención. MES NACIONAL DE PREVENCIÓN DEL 
ABUSO INFANTIL. Los niños son objeto de trata para trabajo for-
zado, trabajo doméstico, como soldados, o para la mendicidad, pero la 
mayoría de los niños son objeto de trata con fines de explotación sex-
ual. Hay una demanda de víctimas cada vez más jóvenes en todo el 
mundo que proviene de un número creciente de clientes en la industria 
del sexo. Oremos por los niños del mundo. Visita el sitio web: sister-
sagainsttrafficking.org. Hermanas Catolicas de los Estados Unidos en 
contra del Trafico Humano.  


