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St. Francis Parish 
 

January 
08, 2017 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

 

St. Joseph Parish 
 

Pastor 

Fr. Norbert Dlabal 
 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Kyle Berens 

Website:  
www.nwkansascatholics.com 

 
Email: 

nwparishpriest@gmail.com 
[for contacting the parish priest] 

 

Mass Schedule 
1st weekend of the month: 
Sunday - 8:30am CT 
Remaining weekends 
Sunday - 10:30am CT   
Tuesday - 6pm CT with Adoration and Con-
fession following 

Mass Schedule 
1st weekend of the month: 
Sunday - 10:30am CT 
Remaining weekends 
Sunday— 8:30pm CT 
All Saturday’s - 6:00pm CT Spanish 



 
	

Tuesday, January 10th 
6:00pm – Ronnie and Elsie Rietcheck and Family 
Followed by Adoration/Confession 
 
Wednesday, January 11th 
7:15pm (Bird City) – Priests Intention 
 
Saturday, January 14th  
Vigil of the Epiphany 
6:00pm (Bird City) – Priest’s Intention 

Sunday, January 15th 
Solemnity of The Epiphany 
8:30am (Bird City) – A.B. and Judy Fisher Family 
 
10:30am (St. Francis) – Harold Schiltz † 

 
Please consider contacting us with your intentions: 

nwparishpriest@gmail.com, 785-890-7205, or giving 
a written note to one of the priests.   
Suggested offering of $10 per Mass  

Checks made out to St. Francis Stipend Fund 
 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
St. Francis of Assisi 

Sunday, January 15th, 10:30 am 
Ushers:  Dennis Juenger, Bob Oschner 
Servers:  Confirmation Class/Volunteers 
Lector:  Karen Jones 
EMCH:  Scott and Sara Houtman 
Gift Bearers:  Bob and Marian Oschner 
 

St. Joseph’s Church 
Sunday, January 15th, 8:30 am 

Ushers:  Brian Miller, Dennis Wright 
Servers:  Brady and Dylan Ketzner 
Lector:  Nick Ketzner 
EMHC:  Dawn Miller, Donna Wright 
Gift Bearers:  Theresa Knapp, Dennis Wright 

 
Contact Information for Fr. Norbert and Fr. Kyle: 

Phone: (785)890-7205  
Email: nwparishpriest@gmail.com 

Secretary: stfranciscatholicsecretary@gmail.com 
 

 
January 1st  

 

St. Francis of Assisi: 
Regular Collection   $   
 
St. Joseph’s: 
Regular Collection   $1445.55 

 
PRAY FOR THE SICK: 

 

Connor Quigley, Paul Wahrman 

If you would like to add a name to this list or if you know 
someone else who needs prayers, please contact me at: 
nwparishpreist@gmail.com, or 785-890-7205. 

 
There will be another Men’s Holy League Holy 
Hour on Thursday January 12th at 6:00pm MT 
(7:00pm CT) in Goodland.  There will be a holy 
hour, Evening Prayer, and confession followed by 
food, fraternity, cards and whatever else we want to 
do.  In November we had about 20 men show up 
from different places like Atwood, Saint, Goodland, 
Sharon and Colby.  Come meet Jesus in the Eucharist 
and in your brothers! 
 
Do you want to learn more about the most 
common thing Catholics do but is also the most 
commonly misunderstood?  Well, take a FREE 
BOOK from the back of Church entitled “The 
Lamb’s Supper” by Dr. Scott Hahn.  Dr. Hahn gives 
a very understandable but in depth look at the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass.  This is our Christmas Present 
to every family in our parish.  May it help you 
understand the great mystery at the center of our 
Catholic Faith.  Have a most blessed Christmas! 
 
Have you been wanting to delve a little deeper into 
your Faith but do not know how?  Well if you have 
a free hour from 10-11am CT on Saturday mornings 
starting January 14th then come down to Goodland 
and attend an informal class being taught by Fr. Kyle.  
We will be using “The Faith Understood” by Mark 
Zia and “The Belief of Catholics” by Ronald Knox as 
our ‘Text books.’  This Class will start on Saturday 
January 14th at 9:00am MT (10am CT) in Goodland.  
The class will run for one hour each Saturday until 
we finish the Dr. Mark Zia book listed above 



(roughly 5 to 7 weeks).  It will be set up so that if you 
have to miss a week you can still come and learn 
something the next week.  Please let Fr. Kyle know if 
you are interested. 
 
9 Days for Life [January 21-29, 2017] is the U.S. 
bishops’ annual period of prayer and action 
focused on cherishing the gift of every person's 
life. While the overarching intention of the 
centerpiece novena is the end to abortion, each day 
focuses on a different aspect of respecting each 
other's God-given dignity. Download or sign up to 
receive the novena any of four ways: free mobile app, 
text message, email, or social media @ 
www.9daysforlife.com 
 
Note from Fr. Kyle 
 
Question:  Is the Epiphany only about the Three 
Magi coming to see the Christ-Child or is there more 
to this Feast? 
 
Answer:  The main focus of the feast of the 
Epiphany is upon the coming of the three Magi or 
wise men from the East to the see Truth Himself, to 
experience the Light they had been seeking by the 
weak ray of a star, to adore the One Whom their 
hearts longed for, but could not know in an intimate 
way.  However, two other feasts are generally 
associated with Epiphany moments as Dom 
Gueranger explains: “The mystery of the Epiphany 
brings upon us three magnificent rays of the Sun of 
Justice, our Saviour. In the calendar of pagan Rome, 
this sixth day of January was devoted to the 
celebration of the triple triumph of Augustus, the 
founder of the Roman Empire: but when Jesus, our 
Prince of peace, whose empire knows no limits, had 
secured victory to his Church by the blood of the 
Martyrs - then did this his Church decree, that a triple 
triumph of the Immortal King should be substituted, 
in the Christian Calendar, for those other three 
triumphs which had been won by the adopted son of 
Caesar.  The Sixth of January, therefore, restored the 
celebration of our Lord’s Birth to the Twenty-Fifth of 
December; but, in return, there were united in the one 
same Epiphany, three manifestations of Jesus’ Glory: 
the mystery of the Magi coming from the East, under 
the guidance of a star, and adoring the Infant of 
Bethlehem as the Divine King; the mystery of the 
Baptism of Christ, who, whilst standing in the waters 
of the Jordan, was proclaimed by the Eternal Father 
as Son of God; and thirdly, the mystery of the divine 

power of this same Jesus, when he changed the water 
into wine at the marriage-feast of Cana.”  The great 
take home message from the feast of the Epiphany is 
that God is willing to do everything He can to break 
into the darkness of your life.  He will call you via 
the intellectual route like the magi, or the through the 
amazing miraculous route like the wedding guests, or 
perhaps through the “put you on your knees in 
wonder and awe” route like those who witnessed the 
sky open up and a dove descend upon Jesus and 
heard a voice from Heaven declare that here is the 
Son of God!  Either way, He wants all of you, are 
you willing to listen and come?! 
 



Abuse of Minors Pastoral Response Hot-
line – 785-825-0865: For the safety and 
the healing of children the Diocese of Sa-
lina Provides an Abuse of Minors Pastoral 
Response Hotline. Calls to this number 
will be answered by the Diocesan Assis-
tance Coordinator, who will offer to have 
the Victim‟s Assistance Coordinator meet 

with the caller in person, if the caller so desires. Calls are 
confidential with the following exceptions: � Any alle-
gation of child abuse concerning those who currently are 
minors must be reported to the Kansas Protection Report 
Center (1-800-922-5330) as required by Kansas State 
Law and Diocesan Policy: � Any allegation of child 
abuse including sexual misconduct must be shared with 
the proper diocesan authorities. Email address: report-
abuse@salinadiocese.org  This bulletin announcement 
provided by the Diocesan Office of Safety and Security.  

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
“And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising preceded 
them, until it came and stopped over the place where the child 
was.” In our day and age, the star of Christmas has become a 
kind of decorative symbol that adorns manger scenes and 
Christmas trees. It suggests something good and bright and 
holy, a visual indicator that the “Light of the world” has ap-
peared. But today, on the feast of the Epiphany, we recall that 
originally, this star was not just a pretty symbolic ornament. 
This star was a sign from God that intervened in the operations 
of the physical universe. The Magi understood that this star was 
sent from God to indicate where his Son would be born. 
 
Of course it should not surprise us in this season of all seasons 
that God should choose to order the universe according to his 
purposes. Jesus has just been born of a virgin! God has just 
taken on human flesh. These events in themselves are extraor-
dinary divine interventions--miracles that defy the standard 
operation of things. Why shouldn‟t God choose to send a lumi-
nous star where he wants it, when he wants it? Why shouldn‟t 
he reveal his plan through the things that he created in the first 
place? 
 
The beauty of today‟s feast is found, in part, in the fact that the 
Magi were able to recognize this sign from God. They waited 
for it, they saw it, and they rejoiced in it: “They were overjoyed 
at seeing the star.” We too should be overjoyed in this season 
of God‟s special revelation to us. We may need the eyes to rec-
ognize it, but truly we have waited for a Savior, we have seen 
his appearance at Christmas, and now it is time to celebrate! 
God is at work in our physical world. He has come here, now to 
save us. This is cause for rejoicing! 
 
©Liturgical Publications Inc  

LA EPIFANÍA DEL SEÑOR 
Seguimos celebrando el nacimiento del Hijo de Dios y la 
liturgia nos invita hoy a entrar de lleno al misterio de la 
Epifanía del Señor. Epifanía viene del griego y significa 
manifestación. Hoy Dios se manifiesta al mundo por medio 
de los tres reyes. La Iglesia Griega celebra la Epifanía a lo 
grande, la Iglesia Católica la celebra después del nacimiento 
de Jesús. En la antigüedad se creía generalmente que las 
estrellas y los planetas tenían un significado especial en el 
nacimiento de personas importantes. Los magos que llegaron 
hasta Jesús no eran magos como los que vemos en el circo 
que hacen magia, sino que eran las personas sabias de 
aquellos tiempos. Es importante que expliquemos a los niños 
esta gran diferencia especialmente porque muchas veces 
esperan la magia de muchos juguetes. 
 
¿De qué forma Dios se ha manifestado a nosotros en esta 
Navidad? ¿Qué hemos encontrado en la jornada de búsqueda 
de Dios en nuestra vida? Recordemos que en el camino de la 
vida nuestro enfoque principal debe ser el Señor Jesús. Hace 
apenas 8 días celebramos con alegría el Año Nuevo ahora 
tenemos casi 365 días de páginas en blanco para llenarlas 
con proyectos y sueños propios. El más importante es 
continuar moviéndonos hacia Cristo. Que no se pierda la 
estrella de la Navidad entre lo cotidiano de la vida. Que 
siempre preguntemos a los que nos rodean, “¿Dónde está el 
rey de los judíos que acaba de nacer? Porque vimos surgir 
su estrella y hemos venido a adorarlo” (Mt 2, 2). Que 
durante el año recordemos las siguientes palabras: Gloria a 
Dios en las alturas, nacido en Belén, magos de oriente 
llegaron a Jerusalén. ¡Que así sea! 
 
©Liturgical Publications Inc  

9 Days for Life [January 21-29, 2017] is the U.S. bishops‟ 
annual period of prayer and action focused on cherishing the 
gift of every person's life. While the overarching intention of 
the centerpiece novena is the end to abortion, each day fo-
cuses on a different aspect of respecting each other's God-
given dignity. Download or sign up to receive the novena any 
of four ways: free mobile app, text message, email, or social 
media @ www.9daysforlife.com  

Have you been wanting to delve a little deeper into your Faith but do not 
know how?  Well if you have a free hour from 10-11am CT on Saturday morn-
ings starting January 14th then come down to Goodland and attend an informal 
class being taught by Fr. Kyle.  We will be using “The Faith Understood” by 
Mark Zia and “The Belief of Catholics” by Ronald Knox as our „Text 
books.‟  This Class will start on Saturday January 14th at 9:00am MT (10am 
CT) in Goodland.  The class will run for one hour each Saturday until we finish 
the Dr. Mark Zia book listed above (roughly 5 to 7 weeks).  It will be set up so 
that if you have to miss a week you can still come and learn something the next 
week.  Please let Fr. Kyle know if you are interested. 
There will be another Men’s Holy League Holy Hour on Thursday January 
12th at 6:00pm MT (7:00pm CT) in Goodland.  There will be a holy hour, 
Evening Prayer, and confession followed by food, fraternity, cards and whatever 
else we want to do.  In November we had about 20 men show up from different 
places like Atwood, Saint, Goodland, Sharon and Colby.  Come meet Jesus in 
the Eucharist and in your brothers! 


