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St. Francis Parish 
 

September 
18, 2016 25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

St. Joseph Parish 
 

Pastor 

Fr. Norbert Dlabal 
 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Kyle Berens 

Website:  
www.nwkansascatholics.com 

 
Email: 

nwparishpriest@gmail.com 
[for contacting the parish priest] 

 

Mass Schedule 
1st weekend of the month: 
Saturday - 7:00pm CT [Spanish Anticipatory 
Mass] 
Sunday - 8:30am CT 
Remaining weekends 
Sunday - 10:30am CT   

Mass Schedule 
1st weekend of the month: 
Sunday - 10:30am CT 
Remaining weekends 
Saturday - 7:00pm CT [Spanish Antici-
patory Mass] 



 
	

Tuesday, September 20th 

No Mass – Pray for Priests on retreat 
 
Wednesday, September 21st 
No Mass – Pray for Priests on retreat 
 
Saturday, September 24th 
Vigil of 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
6:00pm (Bird City) – Eldean Cahoj † 

Sunday, September 18th 
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:30am (Bird City) – Special Intention of Donna 
Wright Family 
 
10:30am (St. Francis) – Sue (Owens) Mays 
 

Please consider contacting us with your intentions: 
nwparishpriest@gmail.com, 785-890-7205, or giving 

a written note to one of the priests.   
Suggested offering of $10 per Mass  

Checks made out to St. Francis Stipend Fund 
 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
St. Francis of Assisi 

Sunday, September 25th, 10:30 am – Fr. Kyle 
Ushers:  Dan Stang, Rob Schiltz 
Servers:  Confirmation Class/Volunteers 
Lector:  Jeff Beims 
EMCH:  Ed and Anita Marin 
Gift Bearers:  Dan Stang and Rob Schiltz  
 

St. Joseph Church 
Sunday, September 25th, 8:30 pm – Fr. Kyle 

Ushers:  Don Wright, Brian Sabatka 
Servers:  Brady and Dylan Ketzner 
Lector:  Dennis Hengen 
EMHC:  Sherry Gilliland, Dawn Miller 
Gift Bearers:  Ketzner family 
 
 

Contact Information for Fr. Norbert and Fr. Kyle: 
Phone: (785)890-7205  

Email: nwparishpriest@gmail.com 
Secretary: stfranciscatholicsecretary@gmail.com 

 
September 3rd and 4th 

 

St. Francis of Assisi: 
Regular Collection   $ 262.00 
 
St. Joseph: 
Regular Collection   $ 308.00 
 

PRAY FOR THE SICK: 
 

Connor Quigley, Cecilia Rasmussen, Paul Wahrman 

If you would like to add a name to this list or if you know 
someone else who needs prayers, please contact me at: 
nwparishpreist@gmail.com, or 785-890-7205. 

 
CCD and CYO in Bird City and St. Francis: 
St. Francis will start CCD on Wednesday September 
28th at 5:15pm.  We will do registration and a 
parent’s meeting/paperwork so we need both children 
and parents. 
 
Bird City will start on Wednesday September 28th at 
7:00pm with a parents meeting and an ice cream bar.  
We will need both parents/children. 
 
CYO for the two parishes is still currently being 
ironed out stay tuned for further information in next 
week’s bulletin. 
 
The Knights of Columbus will have their monthly 
meeting on September 19th at 8pm in the St. 
Francis Parish Hall.  All knights are invited and 
encouraged to attend. 
 
Louisiana Flooding Victims Collection:  Many of 
us have been following the historic flooding in 
Louisiana.  As many as 60,000 homes have been 
damaged with 20,000 people rescued from flood 
waters.  Lives have been cruelly altered. In light of 
the devastation, the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops has directed that every Diocese in the U.S. is 
to take up a second collection for the victims on 
September 18th.  This emergency collection will be 
used both to support the humanitarian efforts of 
Catholic Charities USA and to provide pastoral and 
rebuilding support to impacted dioceses in the area.  
Donation checks should be made out to your local 



parish as I am asking each pastor to compile all 
collected funds and forward one check from the 
parish to the Diocese.  In this way we can get the 
funds quickly where they are needed.  Please keep 
our brothers and sisters in your prayers, and know 
that I join with them in tremendous gratitude for your 
help in this moment of great suffering. -- Bishop 
Edward J. Weisenburger 
 
All are invited to join in praying the PATRIOTIC 
ROSARY for The United States on Sunday, 
October 9th at 2:30 in St. Joseph’s church, Bird 
City.   Following the Rosary, plan to partake of the 
traveling dinner.   If you would like to provide a 
home and one of the courses (Hors d'oeuvre, salad, 
main course or dessert) let Judy Fisher know. 
 
St. Francis of Assisi Altar Society dates: 
*Sunday, October 2 - meeting after Mass.  Topics 
include fundraiser activity, birthday party at GSV, 
gifts and nominations for 2017 officers. 
*Saturday, October 15 (1-3 p.m.) - Fall Ladies 
Luncheon & Social. 
*Saturday, October 22 (start at 9 a.m.) - church 
cleaning day. 
*NO Thanksgiving dinner hosted this year. 
 
The Bishop is coming to our Parishes!  Bishop 
Weisenburger wants to visit all the parishes in our 
Diocese (it is sort of his sacred duty!).  He has yet to 
visit Bird City.  With that in mind he asked to offer 
the Weekend Masses for December 4th.  So the 
Bishop will offer the Sunday Masses on December 
4th, 8:30am in St. Francis and 10:30am in Bird City.  
Please contact Fr. Kyle if you have any questions. 
 
National “Family Day” is Sept. 26, 2016, 
sponsored by CASA (Center on Addiction and 
Substance Abuse) as a day for parents to connect 
with their children so they might strengthen their 
family relationships and encourage children to stay 
drug free. Activities for encouraging connection 
between parents and children can be: talking while 
taking kids to practices, sharing while tucking little 
ones into bed and having frequent family dinners 
with discussion topics and no TV. An excellent 
website for parents to find more information and 
family activities is: www.casafamilyday.org. 
 
St Francis update:  The second statue has arrived 
and both statues are currently in the hands of Deacon 
Norbert from Burlington who is painting one of the 

statues.  Once it is finished and the lighting is 
installed in the sanctuary then we will bless the new 
crucifix and statues and place them in our sanctuary 
to assist us in our worship of God!   
 
Bird City Dates: 
Sept. 18 Coffee and Roll hostesses:  Donna Wright 
and Dana Wright 
Altar Society Meeting (election of officers)  with 
sign-up sheets for the coming year for rolls and 
potlucks 
 
Note from Fr. Kyle 
 
Question:  What is the purpose of the bells and why 
do we ring them when we do? 
 
Answer:  As a priest once told me, “we use bells 
because you can’t seem to pay attention when you 
need to!”  Of course that is not the full reason, but a 
big reason is to call our attention to something that is 
happening.  The general custom of the Church today 
is that the bells are rung at three different times 
during the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.  The first is at 
the epiclesis.  That moment when the priest puts his 
hands over the offerings on the altar and asks the 
Holy Spirit to sanctify them.  Think of this single ring 
of the bells as a good warning.  “We are really close 
to the greatest miracle of all time…are you 
watching?!”  Next the bells are traditionally rung 3x 
during the elevation of the Eucharist and the 
elevation of the Chalice.  3x is not an absolute and 
there is nothing wrong with one long ring or the like 
but there is obvious symbolism behind three rings of 
the bells while we all ardently adore Our Lord in the 
Eucharist and the Chalice.  If the bells are jarring for 
you, perhaps that is a good thing…having a face-to-
face encounter with God is jarring at times.  In my 
own experience I have a Pavlov’s dog sort of reaction 
(not drooling).  At that moment the bells drown out 
all distractions and actually help me focus.  They 
draw me deeper into the Eucharist because all I see is 
my God before me and I hear the music of 
bells/silence around me.  This does not exhaust the 
symbolism of the bells and the rings but it is a good 
start.  May you be drawn deeper into contemplation 
of Christ next time the bells ring out their clarion call 
to “behold the pierced one!” 
 



Please personally contact the pastor at least 
6 months prior to the anticipated wedding 
date. Diocesan regulations are that the cou-
ple planning marriage must take pre-
premarital.   instructions. 

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
"And the master commended that dishonest steward for 
acting prudently." It's important to pay attention to 
the details of the parable Jesus tells in today's Gos-
pel. At first glance, it might seem as if Jesus is en-
couraging us to be dishonest. But in fact, it's just the 
opposite. The steward in this tale was reported to his 
master "for squandering his property." In other words, 
the steward was not being responsible with what he was 
in charge of. And the master was ready to fire him on 
account of it. But then, the steward had a change of 
heart. (This isn't so hard to comprehend--sometimes it 
takes a real threat for us to realize we need to change 
our ways, doesn't it?) So the steward went to the people 
from whom he had previously collected money to "make 
friends" with them. How? By reducing their debts. 
 This might seem to be dishonest yet again, but we 
need to bear in mind that in the end, the master was 
pleased with the steward's behavior. So this debt reduc-
tion must not have affected the master's pocketbook. 
Rather, it seems probable that the steward had origi-
nally hiked up what the debtors owed the master and put 
the extra cash in his own pocket. This was the sort of 
extortion that was common in those days, among tax col-
lectors for example. Now, when the steward was about to 
lose his position, he thought it wise to go back and 
return that "dishonest wealth" to the folks who had lost 
it, and gain some sympathy in the process. So, in the 
end, the steward was making up for his previous cheating 
behavior by doing something RIGHT and smart. It's this 
honest behavior that will enable him to take his place 
in "eternal dwellings." And surely our honest behavior 
will have the same effect. 
 
©Liturgical Publications Inc  

25º Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario 
 
Parábola y advertencia es lo que nos presenta la 
Liturgia de la Palabra este domingo. Nos hace ver 
que en los tiempos del profeta Amós ya se tenían 
semejantes problemas de dinero. Exactamente, como 
los tenemos ahora en nuestra sociedad. Es por eso 
que el profeta en sus predicaciones denuncia y 
advierte las grandes injusticias que se llevaban 
a cabo. Sus palabras son directas y claras. Si se 
quiere hacer la voluntad de Dios hay que actuar 
bajo la influencia de ella, preocupándonos por 
los indefensos. "Escuchen esto los que buscan al 
pobre sólo para arruinarlo" (Am 8, 4). ¿Te dicen 
algo estas palabras? ¿Qué recuerdos te vienen a 
la mente al escucharlas? 
 Por si acaso estamos cortos de información 
sobre este tema, el Señor Jesús nos aclara sobre 
las enseñanzas relacionadas con las riquezas. Él 
nos cuenta la parábola del administrador que es 
despedido por su patrón por estar malgastando sus 
bienes. Jesús advierte el cómo debemos de actuar 
en nuestra vida cristiana y sobre todo poner 
atención en los bienes futuros no en los ter-
renales. El Papa Francisco también nos aconseja 
lo siguiente: "No puedes servir a Dios y al din-
ero, no se puede: o el uno o el otro. Y esto no 
es comunismo, esto es Evangelio puro. Estas cosas 
son palabra de Jesús. ¿Entonces qué pasa con el 
dinero? ... Te va bien, te sientes un poco impor-
tante y después sobreviene la vanidad... la riqu-
eza para sentirse suficientes, la vanidad para 
sentirse importante y, al final, el orgullo y la 
soberbia" (Meditación diaria de 20 de septiembre 
de 2013). 
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Louisiana Flooding Victims Collection: Many of us have been fol-
lowing the historic flooding in Louisiana. As many as 60,000 homes 
have been damaged with 20,000 people rescued from flood waters. 
Lives have been cruelly altered. In light of the devastation, the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops has directed that every Diocese in the 
U.S. is to take up a second collection for the victims on September 
18th. This emergency collection will be used both to support the hu-
manitarian efforts of Catholic Charities USA and to provide pastoral 
and rebuilding support to impacted dioceses in the area. Donation 
checks should be made out to your local parish. Please keep our 
brothers and sisters in your prayers, and know that I join with them in 
tremendous gratitude for your help in this moment of great suffering.  
—Bishop Edward J. Weisenburger  

Want to work in Catholic Radio? 
Divine Mercy Radio is looking for a Special Operations Technician. 
Knowledge of computer hardware and server security a plus.  Must 
be willing to embrace the Divine Mercy Radio mission and perform 
a variety of duties.  Full job description at dvmercy.com.  Send 
cover letter and resume to:  Divine Mercy Radio, 108 E. 12th St., 
Hays, KS  67601. 

“In the beginning…”  (week 26) Thousands and thousands of brain 
cells are growing in Chris’s head every day! Soon Chris will have 
billions of brain cells. I can make a fist and grasp things. My spine 
is beginning to form to protect my spinal cord. I’m covered by a 
white cheesy substance that protects my skin. Don’t worry; it will 
come off right after birth. Mom can tell if her baby gets the hic-
cups. ―Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; before you 
came to birth I consecrated you; I have appointed you as a prophet 
to the nations.‖  

ALERT  
Few crimes are more abhorrent than child trafficking and few 
crimes are more challenging for communities to recognize and 
address. U.S. citizens and foreign national children are trafficked 
for sex and labor in the United States. In fact, many child victims 
of human trafficking are students in the American school system. 
No community – urban, rural, or suburban – and no school, socio-
economic group or student demographic is immune. All of us can 
educate ourselves to the evils of human trafficking. See sistersa-
gainsttrafficking.org a site of U.S. Catholic Sisters Against Hu-
man Trafficking.  


