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St. Francis Parish 
 

December 
4, 2016 

2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

 

St. Joseph Parish 
 

Pastor 

Fr. Norbert Dlabal 
 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Kyle Berens 

Website:  
www.nwkansascatholics.com 

 
Email: 

nwparishpriest@gmail.com 
[for contacting the parish priest] 

 

Mass Schedule 
1st weekend of the month: 
Sunday - 8:30am CT 
Remaining weekends 
Sunday - 10:30am CT   
Tuesday - 6pm CT with Adoration and Con-
fession following 

Mass Schedule 
1st weekend of the month: 
Sunday - 10:30am CT 
Remaining weekends 
Sunday— 8:30pm CT 
All Saturday’s - 6:00pm CT Spanish 



 
	

Tuesday, December 6th (St. Nick) 
6:00pm (St. Francis) – Stephen Douthit † 
Adoration/Confession to follow 
 
Wednesday, December 7th  - Vigil of Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception 
6:00pm (St. Francis) – Vergie Walz † 
 
Thursday, December 8th (Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception - Obligation) 
12:10pm (Bird City) – Anthony Rischling 
 
Saturday, December 10th  
Vigil of the 2nd Sunday of Advent 
6:00pm (Bird City) – DeAndre Osborne 

Sunday, December 11th 
2nd Sunday of Advent 
8:30am (Bird City) – Bob and Lee Scantland † 
 
10:30am (St. Francis) – Thelma Sherlock † 

Please consider contacting us with your intentions: 
nwparishpriest@gmail.com, 785-890-7205, or giving a 

written note to one of the priests.   
Suggested offering of $10 per Mass  

Checks made out to St. Francis Stipend Fund 
MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

St. Francis of Assisi 
Saturday, December 11th, 10:30am – Fr. Kyle 

Ushers:  Rob Schiltz, Denis Juenger 
Servers:  Confirmation Class/Volunteers 
Lector:  Tina Juenger 
EMCH:  Rob Schiltz, Karen Jones 
Gift Bearers:  Houtman Family 
 

St. Joseph Church 
Sunday, December 11th, 8:30 am – Fr. Kyle 

Ushers:  Brian Miller, Dennis Wright 
Servers:  Brady and Dylan Ketzner 
Lector:  Nick Ketzner 
EMHC:  Nick Ketzner, Mary Moore 
Gift Bearers:  Ketzner Family 

Contact Information for Fr. Norbert and Fr. Kyle: 
Phone: (785)890-7205  

Email: nwparishpriest@gmail.com 
Secretary: stfranciscatholicsecretary@gmail.com 

 
November 26th and 27th  

 

St. Francis of Assisi: 
Regular Collection   $  507.00 
Human Development  $    20.00 
 
St. Joseph’s: 
Regular Collection   $  535.00 

 
PRAY FOR THE SICK: 

 

Connor Quigley, Paul Wahrman 

If you would like to add a name to this list or if you know 
someone else who needs prayers, please contact me at: 
nwparishpreist@gmail.com, or 785-890-7205. 

 
The Knights of Columbus will be serving a breakfast 
after Mass December 4th serving Biscuits and Gravy, 
Breakfast Casserole, Fruit salad coffee and orange juice. 
Free Will Offering to go to help our adopted Seminarian 
Brian McCaffrey. 
 
MASS TIMES FOR SOLEMNITY OF 
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION – Holy Day of 
Obligation. 
 
VIGIL DECEMBER 7TH 
6:00pm CT - St. Francis 
6:15pm MT - Sharon Springs 
 
DECEMBER 8TH 
7:15am MT - Sharon Springs 
12:10pm CT - Bird City 
12:10pm MT - Goodland 
5:30pm MT – Goodland 
 
ADVENT PENANCE SERVICES (ITALICS ARE 
STILL TO BE FINALIZED) 
Sunday, December 11th - Colby @ 3:00pm CT 
Monday, December 12th - Atwood @ 5:30pm CT 
Thursday, December 15th - Sharon Springs @ 6:30pm 
MT 
Sunday, December 18th - St. John's Beardsley @ 6:00pm 
CT 
Monday December 19th - Goodland @ 6:30pm MT 
Tuesday December 20th - St. Francis @ 6:30pm CT 
(after Mass at 6:00pm CT, with Adoration) 
 



Next weekend we have the Retired Religious Fund 
Appeal:  Your donation works for aging religious. “I 
read that roughly 95 percent of donations to the 
Retirement Fund for Religious aid senior religious,” a 
donor writes. “That’s wonderful when we truly want our 
donations to work.” Your gift works for elderly religious 
by helping to furnish medications, nursing care, and 
more. Please support next week’s collection for the 
Retirement Fund for Religious, and give to those who 
have given a lifetime. 
 
CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE: 
5:30pm Saturday, December 24th (Bird City) 
Midnight – December 25th (St Francis) 
10:00am – Sunday, December 25th (St. Francis) 
 
St. Joseph Altar Society: 
 
The Altar Society can use live, donated poinsettias to use 
around the altar at Christmas.  Anyone can buy a 
poinsettia (any color you choose) and bring it to church 
and place around the altar.  After Christmas you may 
pick your plant up and take it to enjoy its beauty at home.  
If you have any questions, please contact Kathy or Judy. 
 
December18 Coffee and Rolls:  Dawn Miller and Mary 
Moore 
 
St. Francis Altar Society upcoming dates: 
* December 16 - work concessions/serve soup at BB 
game. 
 
Poinsettias have been ordered for decorating our Church 
for Christmas.  If you would like to have one or more 
designated as a memorial for loved ones, we are asking 
for a $20 donation for each poinsettia.  Checks should be 
made out to the St. Francis Altar Society.  Please contact 
Joan Gienger (785-332-2649) to make your request.  
 
Our Altar Society activity booklets are done!  All 
women of the parish are invited to have one, see what we 
are 'up to', and join us as your time and interest allows!  
The 5" x 8" booklet has a bright gold cover and are on a 
table at the back of church.  Please take one!   
Thank you to the ladies who helped with the fall cleaning 
of our church.  May God reward you for your time and 
service! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note from Fr. Kyle 
 
Question:  Why does the priest wear violet/purple 
vestments during Advent?  Is it supposed to be like Lent? 
 
Answer:  As might seem usual, the answer is yes and no.  
Yes the priest wears violet/purple during Advent because 
it is a season that has a penitential character and is 
therefore like Lent.  But the penitential character is not as 
severe as Lent.  In the early days of the Church (back in 
the 4th and 5th centuries for sure) we have records that 
Advent was 40 days long (like Lent), consisted of fasting 
and abstinence (like Lent), but these days were only on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday (unlike Lent which was 
everyday).  So Advent was always understood to be a 
less severe time of penance.  As the Universal Norms on 
the Liturgical Year and Roman Missal explains: “The 
liturgical color for Advent is purple, just like Lent—as 
both are seasons that prepare us for great feast days. Also 
Advent (like Lent) includes an element of penance in the 
sense of preparing, quieting and disciplining our hearts 
for the full joy of Christmas. This penitential dimension 
is expressed through the color purple, but also through 
the restrained manner of decorating the church and altar:  
"During Advent the floral decoration of the altar should 
be marked by a moderation suited to the character of this 
time of year, without expressing in anticipation the full 
joy of the Nativity of the Lord…[also] the use of the 
organ and other musical instruments should be marked 
by a [similar] moderation…" (GIRM n. 305 and n. 313).”  
We can follow the same spirit of Holy Mother Church in 
our home decorations.  It can be fun to slowly put up the 
Christmas Decorations as Advent progresses.  Maybe a 
good Sunday family activity would be putting more 
ornaments on the Tree, or putting up some more lights or 
something of the like.  If we follow the Church’s 
example then our houses will not be fully decorated until 
Christmas and they will stay decorated until February 2nd 
(Presentation of Our Lord Jesus Christ in the Temple) or 
at least until the Celebration of the Baptism of the Lord. 
 
 



2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
“Produce good fruit as evidence of your repentance.” John 
the Baptist does not mince words. He tells it like it is. When 
the hypocritical Pharisees and Sadducees show up piously for 
baptism, John calls them out, saying, “You brood of vipers!” 
Not welcoming words, to say the least. Then he tells them that 
being part of the religious club (i.e., children of Abraham) 
isn’t enough. No, “every tree that does not bear good fruit 
will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
 
It can be easy to join John in pointing fingers at those self-
righteous religious leaders. But we’re usually not so quick to 
point fingers at ourselves. On this Second Sunday of Advent, 
as we seek to prepare for the coming of Christ, we also need to 
hear John’s solemn warning. How are we like these Pharisees? 
How have we excused ourselves because we are part of the 
“club,” because we are baptized Christians, regular churchgo-
ers, better than others, or whatever justification we use to de-
clare ourselves in good shape? How have we failed to produce 
good fruit by being satisfied with a comfortable life and a rou-
tine practice of the faith? What do we need to change? Where 
do we need to grow? How do we need to reach out and serve 
others, to sacrifice sinful behaviors, to delve deeper into our 
love for the Lord? 
 
John preaches today that God will “gather his wheat into his 
barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” Ad-
vent is a gift from the Church--a time to renew our spiritual 
life by getting rid of the chaff in our souls and producing in-
stead a fruitful harvest. Now is the time to do this work. As 
John tells us, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” 
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2º DOMINGO DE ADVIENTO 
La figura y mensaje central de este Segundo Domingo de 
Adviento es Juan Bautista. Su llamada a la conversión y al 
mismo tiempo su mensaje de la cercanía de Dios es clave 
para entrar al Reino de los cielos. El significado de la 
conversión que él anuncia quiere decir abrirse a Dios y no 
debe quedar reducida a un cambio de conducta minimizada 
tan solo para tranquilizar la conciencia. Para llegar a una 
verdadera conversión debemos de vivir sintiendo que Dios 
está próximo y que debe de prepararse el camino de abrirle 
paso y que sea el centro de nuestra vida. Preparar es 
responsabilidad de todos ya que la conversión es personal y 
comunitaria. El profeta Isaías lo explica así: “Una voz 
clama en el desierto: Preparen el camino del Señor, 
enderecen sus senderos” (Mt 3, 3). 
 
¿Es el Adviento tiempo de tensión o nos lleva a buscar a 
Dios? Ahora es el tiempo de pedir el Espíritu de sabiduría, 
inteligencia, prudencia y valentía. No hay que dormirnos 
en nuestros laureles, es tiempo de despertar, es tiempo de 
luchar por la paz y la justicia. Teniendo siempre presente 
que al tomar responsabilidad de mi propia conversión ya 
estoy comprometiendo mi vida al encuentro con Dios. 
Entonces, no perdamos el tiempo en cosas pequeñas. 
Vamos a lo grande a dar fruto abundante de los dones que 
hemos recibido de Dios ya desde nuestro bautismo. No, 
nos vaya a pasar que: “Ya el hacha está puesta a la raíz de 
los árboles, y todo árbol que no dé fruto, será cortado y 
arrojado al fuego” (Mt 3, 10). ¡Al contrario, hacer ver con 
obras nuestra conversión! Es nuestra misión. 
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“In the beginning…”  (week 37) Chris is absorbing about a gallon of 
amniotic fluid per day. Chris is now receiving valuable antibodies 
from mom to fight off infections. Fat is deposited in Chris’ cheeks 
this week and the muscles that help Chris suck are helping to fill 
Chris’ little face. Chris is about 6 pounds and over 20 inches in 
length. I’m a little plump but I’m ready for my first picture. Mom 
is probably seeing the doctor every week and should take a Group 
B Strep test. “Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted 
you, in order to bring praise to God.” Romans 15:7  

2016 NATIONAL NIGHT OF PRAYER FOR LIFE is Thurs-
day, December 8th , 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. Friday, December 9th. This 
marks the 27th Annual National Night of Prayer for life uniting 
the Feast of the Immaculate Conception with the Feast of St. Juan 
Diego.  

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS depends on an an-
nual appeal to support our aging religious women and men. The 
collection takes place on the weekend of December 10-11, 2016  

TOTUS TUUS TEACHERS: The diocese are in need of teachers 
for this summer for TOTUS TUUS. If you know of a College age 
student looking for a summer job please inform them of this op-
portunity in our diocese. Please go to our diocesan webpage, click 
Offices, click Catholic Formation, click Religious Education and 
then Documents. You will find the application forms for TOTUS 
TUUS. You need to be in college to apply.  


