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St. Francis Parish 
 

December 
11, 2016 

3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

 

St. Joseph Parish 
 

Pastor 

Fr. Norbert Dlabal 
 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Kyle Berens 

Website:  
www.nwkansascatholics.com 

 
Email: 

nwparishpriest@gmail.com 
[for contacting the parish priest] 

 

Mass Schedule 
1st weekend of the month: 
Sunday - 8:30am CT 
Remaining weekends 
Sunday - 10:30am CT   
Tuesday - 6pm CT with Adoration and Con-
fession following 

Mass Schedule 
1st weekend of the month: 
Sunday - 10:30am CT 
Remaining weekends 
Sunday— 8:30pm CT 
All Saturday’s - 6:00pm CT Spanish 



 
	

Tuesday, December 13th 
6:00pm (St. Francis) – Stephen Douthit † 
Adoration/Confession to follow 
 
Wednesday, December 14th 
7:00pm (Bird City) – A.B. and Judy Fisher Family 
 
Saturday, December 17th 
Vigil of the 4th Sunday of Advent 
6:00pm (Bird City) – Grandchildren of A.B. and Judy 
Fisher 

Sunday, December 18th 
4th Sunday of Advent 
8:30am (Bird City) – Anthony Rischling 
 
10:30am (St. Francis) – Justin Robin † 

 
Please consider contacting us with your intentions: 

nwparishpriest@gmail.com, 785-890-7205, or giving 
a written note to one of the priests.   
Suggested offering of $10 per Mass  

Checks made out to St. Francis Stipend Fund 
 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
St. Francis of Assisi 

Sunday, December 18th, 10:30 am – Fr. Kyle 
Ushers:  Dennis Juenger, Bob Oschner 
Servers:  Confirmation Class/Volunteers 
Lector:  Karen Jones 
EMCH:  Scott and Sara Houtman 
Gift Bearers:  Bob and Marian Oschner 
 

St. Joseph’s Church 
Sunday, December 18th, 8:30 am – Fr. Kyle 

Ushers:  Brian Miller, Dennis Wright 
Servers:  Brady and Dylan Ketzner 
Lector:  Nick Ketzner 
EMHC:  Dawn Miller, Donna Wright 
Gift Bearers:  Theresa Knapp, Dennis Wright 

 
Contact Information for Fr. Norbert and Fr. Kyle: 

Phone: (785)890-7205  
Email: nwparishpriest@gmail.com 

Secretary: stfranciscatholicsecretary@gmail.com 

 
December 4th  

 

St. Francis of Assisi: 
Regular Collection   $  685.00 
 
St. Joseph’s: 
Regular Collection   $  393.00 

 
PRAY FOR THE SICK: 

 

Connor Quigley, Paul Wahrman 

If you would like to add a name to this list or if you know 
someone else who needs prayers, please contact me at: 
nwparishpreist@gmail.com, or 785-890-7205. 

 
ADVENT PENANCE SERVICES 
Sunday, December 11th - Colby @ 3:00pm CT 
Monday, December 12th - Atwood @ 5:30pm CT 
Friday, December 16th - Sharon Springs @ 6:30pm 
MT 
Sunday, December 18th - St. John's Beardsley @ 
6:00pm CT 
Monday December 19th - Goodland @ 6:30pm MT 
Tuesday December 20th - St. Francis @ 6:30pm CT 
(after Mass at 6:00pm CT, with Adoration) 
 
This weekend we have the Retired Religious Fund 
Appeal:  Your donation works for aging religious. “I 
read that roughly 95 percent of donations to the 
Retirement Fund for Religious aid senior religious,” a 
donor writes. “That’s wonderful when we truly want 
our donations to work.” Your gift works for elderly 
religious by helping to furnish medications, nursing 
care, and more. Please support next week’s collection 
for the Retirement Fund for Religious, and give to 
those who have given a lifetime. 
 
CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE: 
5:30pm Saturday, December 24th (Bird City) 
Midnight – December 25th (St Francis) 
10:30am – Sunday, December 25th (St. Francis) 
NB: the Mass time on Sunday morning is 10:30 
and not 10:00.  Thank you for your patience. 
 
 
 
 



St. Joseph Altar Society: 
The Altar Society can use live, donated poinsettias to 
use around the altar at Christmas.  Anyone can buy a 
poinsettia (any color you choose) and bring it to 
church and place around the altar.  After Christmas 
you may pick your plant up and take it to enjoy its 
beauty at home.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Kathy or Judy. 
 
December18 Coffee and Rolls:  Dawn Miller and 
Mary Moore 
 
St. Francis Altar Society upcoming dates: 
* December 16 - work concessions/serve soup at BB 
game. 
 
Thank you to all who helped with the recent 
November birthday party at the Good Samaritan 
Village, both in baking the cupcakes and in helping 
that day.  Our elder friends appreciated the visit, as 
well as the special treats.  God bless your service to 
His people! 
 
This Third Sunday of Advent is known as 
Gaudete Sunday which comes from the first Latin 
word in the Intoit or the Entrance Antiphon.  The 
color that is worn by the priest is Rose (NOT PINK!).  
Rose is a lighter version of violet, a lifting of the 
penitential nature of Advent.  Gaudete Sunday is 
meant to be a bright reminder of the hope we ought to 
be filled with throughout this Sacred Season of 
Advent.  So rejoice (gaudete) a little extra on this 
Sunday for the coming of the promised Messiah is 
just around the corner! 
 
Have you been wanting to delve a little deeper into 
your Faith but do not know how?  Well if you have 
a free hour from 10-11am CT on Saturday mornings 
starting January 14th then come down to Goodland 
and attend an informal class being taught by Fr. Kyle.  
We will be using “The Faith Understood” by Mark 
Zia and “The Belief of Catholics” by Ronald Knox as 
our ‘Text books.’  The main goal is to delve a little 
deeper into Theology and better understand the Faith 
we profess.  Please contact Fr. Kyle if you are 
interested. 
 
Note from Fr. Kyle 
Question:  Did the Pope really change the Church’s 
teaching on abortion and the possibility of that sin 
being forgiven? 

Answer:  Basically, no!  First, let me say that for 
anyone who has sought out or assisted someone in 
obtaining an abortion, no sin is too great for God’s 
mercy.  Come get that pain and suffering off of your 
soul through the sacrament of reconciliation, if you 
have not already done so, and be free from the 
slavery of shame and regret.  God can heal all 
wounds if we but let Him in!  The King that is to be 
born in a few weeks wants to break into your 
darkness too, will you let Him?!  Now, as to the 
misunderstanding about forgiving the sin of abortion.  
Let us start with the fact that in procuring an abortion 
(that means the one who asks for, provides money 
for, or performs/assists at the procedure for an 
abortion) a Catholic commits a sin and possibly a 
canonical (law of the Church) crime.  A person who 
commits a sin, with their culpability depending upon 
their full knowledge and free consent, can also be 
guilty of the canonical crime.  The sin is mortal and 
the punishment for the crime is automatic 
excommunication (outside the communion with Holy 
Mother Church).  The reason for the addition of the 
crime is to help us understand the gravity of the sin 
against God and against innocent human life.  Also, 
excommunication is meant as a healing, if not bitter, 
medicine for the sin.  It is a way of making sure we 
understand the consequences of our actions.  By 
committing a mortal sin we separate ourselves from 
communion with God.  By adding the canonical 
punishment of excommunication Holy Mother 
Church wants the sinner to understand the full 
consequences of his or her actions.  All of this is 
done with the hope of lifting the excommunication 
and absolving the sin as soon as possible.  Now for 
the excommunication associated with abortion, 
Bishops by their office have the power to lift that 
excommunication, priests (normally) do not.  But in 
most, if not all dioceses in America, the bishops have 
extended the faculty (ability) to priests to lift the 
excommunication incurred with abortion.  Thus in 
practice in America and much of the world, nothing 
changes.  Pope Francis has merely bypassed the 
diocesan bishops and granted the faculty to lift the 
excommunication associated with abortion to all 
priests throughout the world.  Again, if you validly 
confessed the sin of abortion in the United States the 
excommunication (if incurred) was lifted and the sin 
was absolved.  Have no doubt and be confident in the 
loving mercy of the King Who died for You in order 
to give you life!  We are all sinners on the path 
towards sanctity, let us walk together towards this 
great goal! 



3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
“The blind regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised.” Jesus has quite 
a résumé. When asked whether or not he is the long awaited 
Messiah, Jesus replies with this list of his credentials as proof 
of his position. These signs and wonders speak volumes, to be 
sure. But perhaps the most interesting line on the list is his 
concluding one, “the poor have the good news proclaimed to 
them.” Why does he count this among his litany of miracles? 
What is so remarkable about sharing good news? 
 
Perhaps Jesus included this element of his work--the preach-
ing of good news--to remind his followers that the physical 
healings were not the ultimate goal of his mission. Rather, the 
spiritual healing that comes from hearing the good news of 
salvation is what Jesus was really about. The “poor”--which 
in a sense means all of us sinners, trapped by the poverty of 
the sins that enslave us--are freed by Jesus’ message of a lov-
ing God who wants to bring us into his kingdom. Our poverty 
is erased by his richness. His mercy “undoes” our sin and we 
are invited to become the children of God who share in the 
glories of his heavenly abode. 
 
Sometimes it’s tempting to just want the visible miracles. But 
the invisible ones--the conversions that take place in the si-
lence of the human heart--are truly the more important works 
of God. Such interior transformation is what leads us to eter-
nal life; even a physical cure won’t last for eternity--death still 
comes at some point. But the really good news is that this 
miracle of conversion is available to all of us. And this season 
of Advent is the perfect time to let God work his miracles in 
our hearts. 
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3er DOMINGO DE ADVIENTO 
El reto para nosotros en este Tercer Domingo de Adviento 
es: ver profundamente y creer en lo que vemos. Lo que 
descubriremos depende de la apertura de lo que vemos y 
escuchamos. En tiempo de Juan Bautista cuando las 
personas iban al desierto sabían exactamente lo que 
encontrarían ver y escuchar. A un profeta vestido con piel 
de camello llamando a la conversión. Cuando las personas 
veían y escuchaban a Jesús, se desconcertaban ya que ellos 
no esperaban un Mesías como él. En nuestro tiempo 
podemos hacer la misma pregunta. ¿Es a Jesús a quien 
esperamos? O, ¿debemos de esperar a otro? Al buscar la 
identidad de Jesús en nuestra vida, la respuesta no solo 
debe de venir del catecismo, sino de nuestra experiencia 
personal e íntima con Jesús. 
 
Pronto celebraremos el misterio del Nacimiento del 
Salvador y nos dará la misma respuesta que a los discípulos 
de Juan. Llevar a cabo su ministerio por medio de las obras 
de misericordia llevando la Buena Nueva a todos los 
rincones de la tierra. “Los ciegos ven, los cojos andan, los 
leprosos quedan limpios de la lepra, los sordos oyen, los 
muertos resucitan y a los pobres se les anuncia el 
Evangelio” (Mt 11, 5-6). Dios se encarna en cada uno en 
esta Navidad, para que los otros vean y escuchen a Jesús 
por medio de cada persona que escucha y vive el Evangelio 
cada día de su vida. El punto del Evangelio sin lugar a 
duda es la pregunta de Juan de quién es Jesús y la 
conclusión es la forma de cómo Jesús ensalza a Juan. 
¡Adviento es reconocer a Jesús, haciendo su ministerio 
para que al final él nos reconozca como a Juan! 
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“In the beginning…”  (week 38) Chris is now considered full-term but 
continues to gain and grow every day. Lungs are days from com-
pletion. I’m practicing breathing with my amniotic fluid. It is easy 
to grasp things with Chris’ little fingers. Typically, boys will 
weigh more than girls at birth. Only 4% of babies are actually born 
on their due date. Mom, pack your bags and don’t forget the cam-
era for those all important pictures of the baby. “They will see the 
glory of the LORD, the splendor of our God.” Isaiah 35:2  

TOTUS TUUS TEACHERS: The diocese are in need of teachers 
for this summer for TOTUS TUUS. If you know of a College age 
student looking for a summer job please inform them of this op-
portunity in our diocese. Please go to our diocesan webpage, click 
Offices, click Catholic Formation, click Religious Education and 
then Documents. You will find the application forms for TOTUS 
TUUS. You need to be in college to apply.  

PRAYER & ACTION: If you know of any college age students 
who would like to apply to being on the team this summer for the 
month of June and July please go to our diocesan web-page and 
click on Youth Ministry Office and you will find an application 
form. You MUST be in College.  

DAY IS: DECEMBER 12TH 


