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St. Francis Parish 
 

December 
18, 2016 

4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

 

St. Joseph Parish 
 

Pastor 

Fr. Norbert Dlabal 
 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Kyle Berens 

Website:  
www.nwkansascatholics.com 

 
Email: 

nwparishpriest@gmail.com 
[for contacting the parish priest] 

 

Mass Schedule 
1st weekend of the month: 
Sunday - 8:30am CT 
Remaining weekends 
Sunday - 10:30am CT   
Tuesday - 6pm CT with Adoration and Con-
fession following 

Mass Schedule 
1st weekend of the month: 
Sunday - 10:30am CT 
Remaining weekends 
Sunday— 8:30pm CT 
All Saturday’s - 6:00pm CT Spanish 



 
	

Tuesday, December 20th  
6:00pm (St. Francis) – Harold Schiltz † 
Adoration/Confession to follow 
 
Wednesday, December 21st  
6:00am (St. Francis) – Priest’s Intention 
Followed by Bible Study open to all 
 
Saturday, December 24th  
Christmas Vigil 
5:30pm (Bird City) – Elmer Geyer † and Deceased 
(Caroling before Mass and a Birthday party after) 

Sunday, December 25th  
Christmas Day 
Midnight (St. Francis) – Vergie Walz † 
 
10:30am (St. Francis) – Margaret Mary Sinclair † 

 
Please consider contacting us with your intentions: 

nwparishpriest@gmail.com, 785-890-7205, or giving 
a written note to one of the priests.   
Suggested offering of $10 per Mass  

Checks made out to St. Francis Stipend Fund 
 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
St. Francis of Assisi 

Sunday, December 25th, 10:30 am – Fr. Kyle 
Ushers:  Dan Stang, Rob Schiltz 
Servers:  Confirmation Class/Volunteers 
Lector:  Jeff Beims 
EMCH:  Ed and Anita Marin 
Gift Bearers:  Dan Stang and Rob Schiltz  
 

St. Joseph’s Church 
Saturday, December 24th, 5:30 pm – Fr. Kyle 

Ushers:  Don Wright, Brian Sabatka 
Servers:  Brady and Dylan Ketzner 
Lector:  Nick Ketzner 
EMHC:  Sherry Gilliland, Dawn Miller 
Gift Bearers:  Ketzner family 

 
Contact Information for Fr. Norbert and Fr. Kyle: 

Phone: (785)890-7205  
Email: nwparishpriest@gmail.com 

Secretary: stfranciscatholicsecretary@gmail.com 

 
December 10th and 11th 

 

St. Francis of Assisi: 
Regular Collection   $1311.00 
Retirement    $  300.00 
Immaculate Conception  $  140.00 
St. Joseph’s: 
Regular Collection   $  354.00 
Retirement    $    45.00 
Immaculate Conception  $    10.00 

 
PRAY FOR THE SICK: 

 

Connor Quigley, Paul Wahrman 

If you would like to add a name to this list or if you know 
someone else who needs prayers, please contact me at: 
nwparishpreist@gmail.com, or 785-890-7205. 

 
As the day of Our Lord’s Birth approaches Fr. 
Norbert and I wanted to offer our deepest thanks 
to all of you who make up the parishes of St. 
Francis and St. Joseph!  Thank you for your 
continued dedication to Christ and your desire to 
know Him more and serve Him in whatever way you 
can.  Thank you for your lives of prayer (and yes we 
all need more work in that area).  Thank you for 
welcoming the Christ-child into your families.  
Thank you for your continued prayers and sacrifices 
which you make for us poor priests striving to 
conform our lives to Christ and learn how best to 
serve you and your needs.  May we all truly rejoice 
together next Sunday as we celebrate the Birth of the 
Savior and may He take up the space in our Souls, 
our Families, and our Houses which we spent Advent 
preparing for Him.  May Mary the Mother of God 
and our Mother pray for us and bring us to her Son! 
 
In Christ, 
Fr. Norbert Dlabal and Fr. Kyle Berens 
 
ADVENT PENANCE SERVICES 
Sunday, December 18th - St. John's Beardsley @ 
6:00pm CT 
Monday December 19th - Goodland @ 6:30pm MT 
Tuesday December 20th - St. Francis @ 6:30pm CT 
(after Mass at 6:00pm CT, with Adoration) 



CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE: 
5:30pm Saturday, December 24th (Bird City)  
(Caroling before Mass and a Birthday party after) 

Midnight – December 25th (St Francis) 
10:30am – Sunday, December 25th (St. Francis) 
 
There will be a Knights of Columbus meeting at 
8pm on Monday December 19th in the St. Francis 
Parish Hall. 
 
The Knights of Columbus want to offer a big 
thank you to all those who helped make the 
breakfast for the “Adopt a Seminarian” drive a 
huge success.  You helped raise $393.00 for Brian 
McCaffrey so that he can afford the basics of gas, 
socks, beer and some money for eating out just to get 
some time away from the seminary.  I must say that 
the Knights of Columbus checks and every card that I 
received in the Seminary lifted my spirits and usually 
came at a time when I needed it most!  Thank you for 
all your support of the men who are studying to be 
priests for you and this diocese! 
 
St. Joseph Altar Society: 
The Altar Society can use live, donated poinsettias to 
use around the altar at Christmas.  Anyone can buy a 
poinsettia (any color you choose) and bring it to 
church and place around the altar.  After Christmas 
you may pick your plant up and take it to enjoy its 
beauty at home.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Kathy or Judy. 
 
There will be no Potluck on January 1st in Bird City. 
 
Have you been wanting to delve a little deeper into 
your Faith but do not know how?  Well if you have 
a free hour from 10-11am CT on Saturday mornings 
starting January 14th then come down to Goodland 
and attend an informal class being taught by Fr. Kyle.  
We will be using “The Faith Understood” by Mark 
Zia and “The Belief of Catholics” by Ronald Knox as 
our ‘Text books.’  The main goal is to delve a little 
deeper into Theology and better understand the Faith 
we profess.  Please contact Fr. Kyle if you are 
interested. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note from Fr. Kyle 
 
Question:  What is with all of this talk about light 
and dark in the Liturgy these days? 
 
Answer:  Just remember that Christ is the Light of 
the World and Sin is darkness and that should give a 
fairly god idea as to why Holy Mother Church would 
bring out the great theme of these days in the 
Northern Hemisphere.  But allow me to quote from 
St. Gregory of Nyssa, “‘On this the Day which the 
Lord hath made,’ says St Gregory of Nyssa, 
‘darkness decreases, light increases, and Night is 
driven back again. No, brethren, it is not by chance, 
nor by any created will, that this natural change 
begins on the day when he shows himself in the 
brightness of his coming, which is the spiritual Life 
of the world. It is Nature revealing, under this 
symbol, a secret to them whose eye is quick enough 
to see it; to them, I mean, who are able to appreciate 
this circumstance of our Saviour’s coming. Nature 
seems to me to say: Know, O Man! that under the 
things which I show thee Mysteries lie concealed. 
Hast thou not seen the night, that had grown so long, 
suddenly checked? Learn hence, that the black night 
of Sin, which had reached its height by the 
accumulation of every guilty device, is this day 
stopped in its course. Yes, from this day forward its 
duration shall be shortened, until at length there shall 
be naught but Light. Look, I pray thee, on the Sun; 
and see how his rays are stronger, and his position 
higher in the heavens: learn from that how the other 
Light, the Light of the Gospel, is now shedding itself 
over the whole earth.’ [Homily On the Nativity.]”  
Keep preparing the way of the Lord and letting the 
Light of all Nations shine all the more fully into your 
soul so that you can be prepared to meet Him when 
He comes at Christmas, into your soul and at the end 
of time (or at the very last the end of your time [your 
death])! 
 
 



4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
“She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus.” Joseph 
heard these prophetic words in a dream. They were words of 
anticipation, of what was to come. And in a sense, they ushered 
in a kind of Advent for Joseph. With this divine message, Joseph 
began a period of holy waiting. He now knew that the Messiah 
was going to be coming into his own home, and he had just nine 
months to prepare! We can only imagine how Joseph might have 
spent these precious days. Most likely he did more than prepare 
a physical home for his soon-to-be-born Son; he must have also 
used these days to prepare his heart, mind, and soul for such a 
tremendous mission. 
 
Today, we stand in a position not all that different from St. Jo-
seph. We also know that the Messiah will be arriving--not just in 
remembrance at Christmastime, but in reality at the second com-
ing. But unlike Joseph, we don’t have an exact timeframe. We 
don’t know when Jesus will return. We just know that we need 
to be ready!  
 
During the season of Advent we are challenged to recall this fact 
and strive to get our hearts in order. The days are short now until 
Christmas, and for all we know they might be short until Christ’s 
return as well. What remains to be done? Aside from wrapping 
presents and planning parties, where do we yet need to tidy up 
our habits to properly celebrate the real meaning of this festive 
season? How can we make sure that we don’t get swept away in 
the external preparations, forgetting the work that needs to be 
done in the invisible silence of our souls?  
 
God may not speak to all of us directly in our dreams, but he 
does speak to us clearly through his word. May we recognize 
today the mission he has laid before us. 
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4º DOMINGO DE ADVIENTO 
“Pues bien, el Señor mismo les dará por eso una señal: He 
aquí que la virgen concebirá y dará a luz un hijo y le 
pondrán el nombre de Emmanuel, que quiere decir Dios-
con-nosotros” (Is 7, 14). Jesús es novedad absoluta venida 
de Dios. Novedad nueva creada y esperada de las 
diferentes generaciones de su tiempo histórico y de nuestro 
tiempo. De una genealogía que comienza desde Abraham y 
llega hasta José. En este último domingo de Adviento la 
liturgia domina por encima de todo el misterio de la 
Navidad que se ha ido preparando a lo largo de la historia. 
Tres personas ahora nos ayudan a vivir con alegría y 
santamente este misterio. María mujer fuerte en la fe y 
obediente hasta las últimas consecuencias. José que dejó 
sus dudas fuera sobre María y el hijo que ella esperaba 
gracias al ángel del Señor que se le apareció en un sueño. 
El rey Ajaz, como cualquiera de nosotros que cree pero 
tiene miedo a creer sobre el ofrecimiento que Dios hace de 
una señal. 
 
¿Qué podemos aprender de ellos? ¿De qué forma pueden 
ser nuestros modelos en esta Navidad? Se puede decir que 
las lecturas de hoy nos invitan a una reflexión profunda 
sobre este misterio del Nacimiento de nuestro Salvador. La 
admiración es evidente cuando Dios viene a nuestra 
historia, y a nuestra vida deja huella y compromete a 
diferentes personas de diferente estilo de vida. Dios es fiel 
a su promesa y Jesús es puro don de Dios y eso debe ser la 
causa de nuestra alegría. El desconcierto que esto provoque 
de cualquier forma debe llevarnos a descubrir importantes 
elementos de fe. ¡Ven, Señor, no tardes en llegar! 
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“In the beginning…”  (week 39) Chris now weighs between 5 and 9 
pounds. The average size baby is 7 pounds. It’s really crowded in 
here and it’s very hard to move. The umbilical cord doesn’t have 
any nerve endings (this means that neither mom nor Chris will feel 
any pain when it is cut!) and is about 20 inches long and about ½ 
inch thick. The good news for mom is it’s easier to breathe because 
the baby is moving down. The bad news is mom may be running to 
the bathroom every two minutes. “Then God, who had specially 
chosen me while I was still in my mother’s womb...” Gal. 1:15  

TOTUS TUUS TEACHERS: The diocese are in need of teachers 
for this summer for TOTUS TUUS. If you know of a College age 
student looking for a summer job please inform them of this op-
portunity in our diocese. Please go to our diocesan webpage, click 
Offices, click Catholic Formation, click Religious Education and 
then Documents. You will find the application forms for TOTUS 
TUUS. You need to be in college to apply.  

PRAYER & ACTION: If you know of any college age students 
who would like to apply to being on the team this summer for the 
month of June and July please go to our diocesan web-page and 
click on Youth Ministry Office and you will find an application 
form. You MUST be in College.  


