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St. Francis Parish 
 

December 
25, 2016 

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 

 

St. Joseph Parish 
 

Pastor 

Fr. Norbert Dlabal 
 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Kyle Berens 

Website:  
www.nwkansascatholics.com 

 
Email: 

nwparishpriest@gmail.com 
[for contacting the parish priest] 

 

Mass Schedule 
1st weekend of the month: 
Sunday - 8:30am CT 
Remaining weekends 
Sunday - 10:30am CT   
Tuesday - 6pm CT with Adoration and Con-
fession following 

Mass Schedule 
1st weekend of the month: 
Sunday - 10:30am CT 
Remaining weekends 
Sunday— 8:30pm CT 
All Saturday’s - 6:00pm CT Spanish 



 
	

Tuesday, December 27th (St. John the Apostle) 
6:00pm (St. Francis) – Thelma Sherlock † 
Adoration/Confession to follow 
 
Saturday, December 31st   
Vigil of the Solemnity of Mary Mother of God 
6:00pm (Bird City) – DeAdre Osborn 

Sunday, January 1st 
Solemnity of Mary Mother of God  
8:30am (St. Francis) –  Dottie Schneider † 
 
10:30am (Bird City) – Lloyd Geyer and Deceased † 

 
Please consider contacting us with your intentions: 

nwparishpriest@gmail.com, 785-890-7205, or giving 
a written note to one of the priests.   
Suggested offering of $10 per Mass  

Checks made out to St. Francis Stipend Fund 
 

MINISTRY SCHEDULE 
St. Francis of Assisi 

Sunday, January 1st, 8:30 am Fr. Kyle 
Ushers:  Dan Stang, Bob Oschner 
Servers:  Confirmation Class/Volunteers 
Lector:  Anita Marin 
EMCH:  Jeff Beims, Leslie Beims 
Gift Bearers:  Bob and Marian Oschner 
 

St. Joseph’s Church 
Sunday, January 1st, 10:30 am Fr. Kyle 

Ushers:  Don Wright, Brian Sabatka 
Servers:  Brady and Dylan Ketzner 
Lector:  Nick Ketzner 
EMHC:  Sherry Gilliland, Mary Moore 
Gift Bearers:  Theresa Knapp, Dennis Wright 

 
Contact Information for Fr. Norbert and Fr. Kyle: 

Phone: (785)890-7205  
Email: nwparishpriest@gmail.com 

Secretary: stfranciscatholicsecretary@gmail.com 

 
December 17th and 18th  

 

St. Francis of Assisi: 
Regular Collection   $  415.00 
Religious Retirement Fund  $    40.00 
 
St. Joseph’s: 
Regular Collection   $  263.00 

 
PRAY FOR THE SICK: 

 

Connor Quigley, Paul Wahrman 

If you would like to add a name to this list or if you know 
someone else who needs prayers, please contact me at: 
nwparishpreist@gmail.com, or 785-890-7205. 

 
Since this bulletin is coming out the day of 
Christmas Mass allow me to preemptively add 
some needed thank you notes.  A great thank you 
goes to all the men, women and children who make 
up our parishes!  Without you we wouldn’t even have 
Churches out here.  Stay faithful and stay strong in 
your Faith.  Without your witness to God and His 
Church this area would be left without a solid witness 
to the Gospel and to a world beyond this one.  Thank 
you to all those who helped decorate both Churches; 
they are both so very beautiful and dressed and ready 
to meet the Savior!  Thank you!  May the Holy 
Family guide all our families to a greater love of 
Christ and a greater understanding of Christ’s 
presence in our families.  Please know of our prayers 
for all of you and please continue to pray for your 
priests as we do all we can to cooperate with God’s 
grace so as to serve you and all your needs! 
 
Do you want to learn more about the most 
common thing Catholics do but is also the most 
commonly misunderstood?  Well, take a FREE 
BOOK from the back of Church entitled “The 
Lamb’s Supper” by Dr. Scott Hahn.  Dr. Hahn gives 
a very understandable but in depth look at the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass.  This is our Christmas Present 
to every family in our parish.  May it help you 
understand the great mystery at the center of our 
Catholic Faith.  Have a most blessed Christmas! 
 



St. Francis Altar Society: 
 
Thank you to all the ladies of the parish who helped 
make the December 16 concession/soup supper 
fundraiser a BIG success.  Whether you were one of 
the planners, bakers or baggers, cookers or workers, 
your help was greatly appreciated!  God bless you 
one and all!   
 
St Joseph Altar Society: 
 
There will be no January 1st Potluck. 
 
Have you been wanting to delve a little deeper into 
your Faith but do not know how?  Well if you have 
a free hour from 10-11am CT on Saturday mornings 
starting January 14th then come down to Goodland 
and attend an informal class being taught by Fr. Kyle.  
We will be using “The Faith Understood” by Mark 
Zia and “The Belief of Catholics” by Ronald Knox as 
our ‘Text books.’  The main goal is to delve a little 
deeper into Theology and better understand the Faith 
we profess.  Please contact Fr. Kyle if you are 
interested. 
 
 
Note from Fr. Kyle 
 
Question:  Now that Christmas is here, what am I 
supposed to do?  There is a lot of build up but how do 
I use that build up to really enjoy the Christmas 
Season? 
 
Answer:  The best Catholic answer to a question like 
this is to look to the Liturgy!  We should be so 
formed by our Catholic Liturgy, that we do what 
Holy Mother Church, the Bride of Christ, does during 
these Sacred Seasons.  What are the great sentiments 
during the Christmas Season?  There are mainly 4: 
adoration, joy, gratitude and love.  Adoration, the 
most proper and fitting act that a creature can offer to 
his Creator is our first task during this season.  Look 
upon the lowliness of the God-Man, the One Who 
created all that is and yet is wrapped in swaddling 
bands; the One Who could destroy all his enemies 
with but a thought is susceptible to cold and the 
dangers of the road.  Look upon the great humility of 
your God and be humbled yourself.  Recognize your 
littleness before God and humble yourself before His 
Almighty Glory.  “Come, then, faithful Children of 
the Church, let us take our share in her joy! This is 
not the season for sighing or for weeping. For unto us 

a Child is born! [Isa. ix 6]. He for whom we have 
been so long waiting is come; and he is come to 
dwell among us [St John i 14]. Great, indeed, and 
long was our suspense; so much the more let us love 
our possessing him. The day will too soon come 
when this Child, now born to us, will be the Man of 
Sorrows [Isa. liii 3], and then we will compassionate 
him; but at present we must rejoice and be glad at his 
coming and sing round his Crib with the Angels. 
Heaven sends us a present of its own joy: we need 
joy, and forty days are not too many for us to get it 
well into our hearts. The Scripture tells us that a 
secure mind is like a continual feast  [Prov. xv 15], 
and a secure mind can only be where there is peace; 
now it is Peace which these blessed days bring to the 
earth; Peace, say the Angels, to men of good will!  
Intimately and inseparably united with this exquisite 
mystic joy is the sentiment of gratitude. Gratitude is 
indeed due to him who, neither deterred by our 
unworthiness nor restrained by the infinite respect 
which becomes his sovereign Majesty, deigned to be 
born of his own creature, and have a stable for his 
birth-place. Oh! how vehemently must he not have 
desired to advance the work of our salvation, to 
remove everything which could make us afraid of 
approaching him, and to encourage us, by his own 
example, to return, by the path of humility, to the 
heaven we had strayed from by pride! (Gueranger, 
“The Liturgical Year”).  And the only way we can 
truly adore, rejoice and be grateful for this great gift 
is through the great gift of love; the total gift of our 
lives to Him Who is with us!  Adoration, Joy, 
Gratitude and Love – here is what you are supposed 
to do during this great Christmas Season! 
 



THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
“She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, because 
he will save his people from their sins.” Today we celebrate 
that the prophetic dream of St. Joseph was fulfilled! Jesus is 
born! A Savior has come to deliver us--Emmanuel, “God is 
with us.” Christmas is a feast of fulfillment, a holiday of 
deep and enduring happiness not only because God became 
man and was born of a woman, but because along with his 
Incarnation, God brought us freedom. Jesus is the long-
awaited Messiah who sets us free from the misery of our own 
sins. This is the ultimate gift of Christmas Day. 
 
We exchange gifts today as a sign of our love for one another 
to be sure, but also as a concrete, visible way to celebrate the 
gift that we have first received from God. We are free peo-
ple! We are not slaves but rather the children of God whose 
priceless inheritance is to dwell in his kingdom for all eter-
nity. On this most festive day of the year, we are invited to 
exult in this fact and spare little effort or expense to show our 
gratitude and joy.  
 
We only must be careful not to reduce our celebrating today 
to something less glorious, something less meaningful, or 
less profound. This is no mere secular holiday. This is not 
just a ritual of family gatherings, elaborate evergreen trees 
and sumptuous meals. Christmas is a holy day and as Chris-
tians it is our day in a most definite and undeniable way. The 
treats and trimmings are all signs that remind us of what lies 
ahead for those who accept the real gift of Jesus Christ: an 
unending banquet of eternal delights and divine gifts that will 
never fail to satisfy. Yes, Christmas is a little taste of heaven, 
the perfect gift that lies in wait for those who love the Lord. 
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LA NATIVIDAD DEL SEÑOR 
El Adviento ha terminado, llegamos por fin a la gran 
celebración del Nacimiento del Señor. Todos 
contemplamos las figuras del Nacimiento. Al centro, 
Jesús con sus padres al lado y con las demás figuritas que 
tradicionalmente lo acompañan en la escena. Esto es lo 
emotivo, lo espiritual es punto y aparte. Al ir escuchando 
la narración del Evangelio nos damos cuenta de que uno 
de los puntos importantes a reflexionar es que José estaba 
en la oscuridad, él no sabía cómo es que María estaba 
embarazada. Pero cuando Dios intervino y le clarificó lo 
sucedido la luz del entendimiento y la razón le revelaron 
el misterio de la Encarnación. La esperanza en esta 
Navidad es que también a nosotros se nos disipen todas 
las dudas que posiblemente tengamos como le pasó a 
José. Hoy es el día que la luz opaca a la oscuridad y se 
canta con júbilo en el cielo y la tierra: “¡Gloria a Dios en 
el cielo, y en la tierra paz a los hombres de buena 
voluntad!” (Lc 2, 14). 
 
Jesús está aquí con nosotros para ir más allá de su 
Nacimiento. Él quiere que aprendamos sus enseñanzas, 
que imitemos su ejemplo de amor, de aceptarlo como 
Maestro y encontrar en él la esperanza y la paz. ¿Dónde 
está esa parte oscura de mi vida? ¿Dónde necesito el gozo 
de su Nacimiento? Ojalá que como nos dice el Papa 
Francisco, salgamos a las plazas y a las periferias para 
anunciar y dar ese pedacito de amor y responsabilidad que 
les debemos a los más pobres. Navidad es compromiso. 
¡No defraudemos con nuestra actitud opacada al recién 
Nacido! 
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“In the beginning…”  (week 40) Celebrate! Don’t be surprised at 
how Chris looks after birth. Chris’ head may be misshapen 
and the skin may be discolored with patchy looking rashes. 
Chris, like all babies, is made in the image and likeness of 
God. Even though childbirth is frightening, it helps to keep 
positive support people around you. “Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and peace to men who enjoy His favour.” 
Luke 2:14  

ENGAGED ENCOUNTER DATES FOR 2016-
2017  
Feb. 10-12, 2017 - Capuchin Center for Spiritual Life-
Victoria  
Apr. 28-30, 2017 - Capuchin Center for Spiritual Life-
Victoria  
June 9-11, 2017 - Capuchin Center for Spiritual Life-
Victoria  
 
 GOD’S PLAN FOR A JOY FILLED  

MARRIAGE SEMINAR DATES FOR 2016-
2017  
Feb. 18, 2017 – Our Lady of Perpetual Help-
Concordia  
Apr. 1, 2017 - Our Lady of Perpetual Help-
Concordia  
June 17, 2017 - Our Lady of Perpetual Help-
Concordia  


